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Executive Summary

This document summarizes the potential environmental impacts resulting from the proposed
widening of Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) from an existing two-lane roadway to a four-lane
divided curb and gutter roadway with a raised median, sidewalks, and subsurface drainage. This
project is identified as State Project No. H.007970 (Louisiana Department of Transportation and
Development) and City-Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0043 (Department of Public Works). Old
Hammond Highway between Boulevard de Province and Millerville Road is a highly traveled
corridor in a densely populated area of Baton Rouge.

In 1997 and 1998, the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD)
performed an Environmental Assessment (EA) for Old Hammond Highway from Airline Highway to
Millerville Road (S. P. No. 700-17-0110 & 817-09-0028). The 1998 EA divided the project into two
phases. The first phase was Airline Highway to Boulevard De Province, and the second phase was
Boulevard De Province to Millerville Road. In June 1998, the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) issued a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the entire corridor. DOTD
constructed the first phase from Airline Highway to Boulevard De Province, but the second phase
was not completed due to funding. The section of Old Hammond Highway is surrounded by recently
improved roadways, with Old Hammond Highway from Airline Highway to Boulevard De Province
on the west and the intersection at Millerville Road to the east. These improvements provided
additional capacity. The City of Baton Rouge/East Baton Rouge Parish and DOTD have determined
a need to increase capacity along LA 426 between Boulevard De Province and Millerville Road
(Phase 2). On December 9, 2014 a meeting was held with DOTD, FHWA, Green Light Plan (GLP)
program managers, and the consulting firms to discuss the relevance and validity of the 1998 EA.
DOTD and FHWA determined that since revisions have been made to DOTD Engineering and
Design Standards, a new document titled “EA Supplement” would be generated for the 1998 EA for
the Old Hammond Highway Phase 2 project.

The logical termini are still defined from Airline Highway (N30°26'25", W91°05') to Millerville Road
(N30°27'02", W91°01'36"). This proposed project calls for upgrading Old Hammond Highway
between Boulevard De Province and Millerville Road in East Baton Rouge Parish, which is
approximately 150 feet west of Boulevard De Province to 800 feet west of the intersection of Old
Hammond Highway and Millerville Road. These termini are the beginning and ending points of the
proposed construction and study area. This project includes studies of intersections along Old
Hammond Highway, including the major intersection of Old Hammond Highway and South Flannery
Road, and bridge improvements.

The purpose of the proposed project is to provide roadway continuity with two through lanes in each
direction and to improve roadway safety and traffic operations. The need for the project is to
address existing capacity deficiencies, to accommodate future traffic growth, and to address
roadway and intersection improvements needed for operational safety.

Traffic operations were assessed using Level of Service analysis. Levels of Service (LOS)
represents a qualitative and quantitative evaluation of the traffic operation of a given intersection.
Levels of Service range from LOS A, a condition of little or no delay, to LOS F, a condition of
capacity breakdown represented by heavy delay and congestion. The capacity analysis indicated
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that several intersection approaches currently operate with a LOS E or F in the AM or PM peak
hours of travel. Traffic volumes on Old Hammond Highway are expected to increase approximately
one percent (%) per year to the design year, representing an approximately 28 percent increase by
2040. In the design year 2040 "No-Build" conditions, i.e., if no improvements are implemented,
traffic operations are expected to further deteriorate.

When the 1998 Environmental Assessment was completed, the preferred alternative was
Alternative A, which was a five-lane section following the existing centerline of Old Hammond
Highway. The five-lane roadway section consisted of four travel lanes and a single continuous turn
lane. That alternative has been dropped from further consideration because DOTD’s Engineering
Directives and Standards Manual (EDSM) 1V.2.1.4 now requires any multi-lane roadway to be
constructed with a median, which excludes a continuous center turn lane. In addition, that
alternative does not comply with DOTD’s Access Management Policy and it does not comply with
DOTD’s Complete Streets Policy.

Alternatives considered include the following:

* No-Build alternative — A No-Build Alternative is required by the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) for the purpose of comparison and consideration in cases where adverse
impacts to the environment may outweigh the benefits of addressing the purpose and need.
The effects of taking no action are compared with the effects of permitting the proposed
action.

» Build Alternative 1 (Signalized Intersection) — Four-lane divided highway (12-foot inside
lanes with 14-foot outside shared lanes) with raised 16-foot-wide medians and designated
turn lanes. The alternative includes a signalized intersection at South Flannery Road with
additional turn lanes. A six-foot-wide sidewalk would be constructed along both sides of the
roadway for pedestrians; curb and gutter drainage would be provided; and a 14-foot outside
shared lane would accommodate cyclists.

Alternative 1 has the lowest estimated property cost for right-of-way (ROW) expansion; no
owner occupied residences will be displaced; commercial property is not impacted by this
option; and the alternative does not interfere with local service station or local “staple”
commercial property. However, Alternative 1 was the least desirable in the traffic study; it
requires numerous bulb-outs to accommodate the Restricted Crossing U-turn (RCUT)
intersection configuration needed to maintain the alternative and construction duration is
expected to take the longest.

» Build Alternative 2 (Double Roundabouts) — Four-lane divided highway (12-foot inside lanes
with 14-foot outside shared lanes) with raised 16-foot-wide medians and designated turn
lanes. The alternative includes a roundabout at the South Flannery Road intersection and a
roundabout at the Boulevard De Province intersection. A six-foot-wide sidewalk would be
constructed along both sides of the roadway for pedestrians; curb and gutter drainage
would be provided; and a 14-foot outside shared lane would accommodate cyclists.

Alternative 2 is the most effective alternative per traffic analysis; while it is impactful of
commercial properties, the majority of the impact is parking spaces and the alternative does
not interfere with local service station or local “staple” commercial property. However,
Alternative 2 has the highest estimated property cost for ROW expansion; public meeting
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comments expressed distaste in excessive roundabouts; and Alternative 2 has the largest
negative impact on commercial properties in the area.

* Build Alternative 3 (Hybrid) — Four-lane divided highway (12-foot inside lanes with 14-foot
outside shared lanes) with raised 16-foot-wide medians and designated turn lanes. The
alternative includes a roundabout at the South Flannery Road intersection. A six-foot-wide
sidewalk would be constructed along both sides of the roadway for pedestrians; curb and
gutter drainage would be provided; and a 14-foot outside shared lane would accommodate
cyclists.

Alternative 3 is only $20,000 greater than the lowest estimated property cost for ROW
expansion; it does not interfere with local service station or local “staple” commercial
property; and commercial property is not impacted by this option. However, with this
alternative, the Boulevard de Province intersection will not operate at optimum capacity.

The No-Build alternative would not provide an acceptable Level of Service. All of the build
alternatives are consistent with the project purpose and need and provide acceptable Level of
Service. However, based on the findings of this EA and pertinent input from the public and
Cooperating Agencies, Alternative 3, the Hybrid, has the least adverse impacts and thus was the
selected and recommended alternative for this project.

Generally, the environmental evaluation factors show similar impacts among the three build
alternatives. There should be minimal variability among the quantity of potential affected wetlands
and other waters, air and noise impacts, and land use impacts. All of the build alternatives received
a "low/medium" rating for potential contamination impact due to their close proximity to facilities with
previous reported spills and/or clean-ups. All three Build alternatives require no further action at this
time (NFA-ATT) with the stipulation that the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ)
be notified before any materials are removed from the site.

Funding for the construction of the Old Hammond Highway Segment 1, Route LA 426, Boulevard
de Province to Millerville Road (Phase 2) improvements is not allocated at this time, and the letting
date is to be determined. However, all ongoing studies are being prepared under the supervision of
FHWA using NEPA guidelines which may allow for the use of federal funds should they become
available.
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HCS Highway Capacity Software

HREC Historical Recognized Environmental Condition
LDAF Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry
LDEQ Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
LDNR Louisiana Department of Natural Resources
LDWF Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Leq Sound level measurement

Leq(h) Sound level measurement over one-hour period of time
LSHAA Louisiana High School Athletic Association

LOS Level of Service

LUSTs Leaking Underground Storage Tanks

MO Management Option

MPH Miles Per Hour

MUTCD Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards

NAC Noise Abatement Criteria

NB Northbound

NCHRP National Cooperative Highway Research Program
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act
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NFA-ATT No Further Action At This Time

NOAA National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
NRCS Natural Resource Conservation Service

NRHP National Register of Historic Places

NRHP National Registry of Historic Places
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RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
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RECAP Risk Evaluation/Corrective Action Program
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ROW Right-of-Way

SB Southbound

SHPO State Historic Protection Officer

SIP State Implementation Plan

SOV Solicitation of Views
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STL Steel

SuU Single-Unit Truck

TIP Transportation Improvement Program

TNM Traffic Noise Model
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TNW Traditional Navigable Waters

USACE United States Army Corps of Engineers

USDA United States Department of Agriculture

US EPA United States Environmental Protection Agency
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WB Westbound
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Summary of Permits, Mitigation, and
Commitments

The proposed Build alternatives were developed to avoid or minimize impacts. Where avoidance is
not practical, minimization or mitigation measures will be applied. A summary of environmental
commitments and anticipated required permits associated with the construction of this project are
listed below. A discussion of permits, mitigation, and commitments required for the proposed action
is included in Section 3 of this document.

Permits required for the proposed project:

Department of the Army Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 404/10 Permit | US Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) New Orleans District (CEMVN) | Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination
(wetlands) approval/concurrence will be required from the USACE, and any required mitigation
of the wetlands will be made as directed by the USACE prior to construction activities. A
USACE Nationwide Permit will also be required.

CWA Section 401 Water Quality Certification | LDEQ | Under the authority contained in the
Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, Title 30, Chapter 11, Part IV, Section 2074 A (3) and
provisions of Section 401 of the CWA (PL 95 217), LDEQ must certify that any work placing
dredged or fill material into waters of the state including wetlands will not violate the state’s
water quality standards. In accordance with the CWA, a Section 401 WQC will be obtained prior
to construction to mitigate for impacts to waters of the state including wetlands.

Louisiana Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (LPDES) Stormwater General Permit for
Construction Activities | Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) | A stormwater
discharge permit for general construction activities will be required per Louisiana Administrative
Code (LAC) 33:1.2511.B.14.j. As a part of general stormwater permit requirements, a
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) will be implemented prior to the start of
construction activities.

Floodplain Administrator Approvals | Parish of East Baton Rouge, City of Baton Rouge
Floodplain Manager | Coordination will be made with the East Baton Rouge Floodplain Manager
to ensure that appropriate permits are obtained, including a Letter of No Objection and No Rise
Certification.

Mitigation Measures and Commitments required for the proposed project:

A mitigation plan will be developed to offset losses to wetland acres.

Implementation of Best Management Practices and utilization of proper specification and
construction techniques during construction to mitigate nonpoint source pollution and minimize
impacts to natural resources.

Noise abatement measures were evaluated for the Design Year 2040 Build alternatives. Since
potential noise impacts were predicted to occur with construction of any of the three Build
alternatives, noise abatement measures were studies. Noise barriers were found to be not
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feasible and/or unreasonable at all locations according to DOTD criteria. Further discussion can
be found in Section 3.16.

Measures to minimize noise impacts during construction will be the responsibility of the
construction contractor. All construction equipment will be properly muffled and all motor panels
closed to minimize construction noise impacts to nearby areas. Nighttime activities in noise
sensitive areas should be avoided where possible.

Air quality impacts will be minimized by the construction contractor through a combination of
fugitive dust control, equipment maintenance, and compliance with state and local regulations.

A construction sequencing plan will be developed to minimize disruption of traffic on Old
Hammond Highway and accommodate access to local businesses and residences during
construction.

Acquisition of right-of-way (ROW) will be handled in accordance with the Federal Uniform
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970.

During the development of final design plans, DOTD will coordinate with impacted utility
companies along the selected alternative.

The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) concurred wit the finding of No Historic
Properites Affected (Appendix I). If archaeological remains are discovered during the process
of construction, construction should be stopped and the DOTD Environmental Section should
be contacted immediately. Contact Stacie Palmer, DCL, at (225) 242-4517.

Further investigation of the five sites identified in the Phase | Environmental Site Assessment
(ESA) will be conducted in accordance with DOTD Policy and Memorandum No. 48:
Underground Storage Tank and Contaminated Site Policy. Investigations are to occur during
Pre-Design, Design, Acquisition, and Construction phases. During the Pre-Design phase,
“Immediately upon beginning the development of a project, representatives of the respective
Design Section(s), Materials and Testing Section, Environmental Section, and Real Estate
Directorate will be advised.”
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ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

WBS No.: H007970

Name: Old Hammond Segment 1

Route: La 426, Boulevard DeProvince to Millerville Road (Phase 2)
Parish: East Baton Rouge

1. General Information

X Conceptual Layout OLine and Grade OPreliminary Plans
OSurvey OPlan-in-Hand OAdvance Check Prints

2. Class of Action

O Environmental Impact Statement (E.I1.S.) 0 Programmatic C.E. (P.C.E.)
X Environmental Assessment (E.A.) 0 23 CFR 771.177(c)
0 Categorical Exclusion (C.E.) 123 CFR 771.177(d)

O State Funded Only (EE/EF/ER)

3. Project Description

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) and the City of Baton Rouge/Parish
of East Baton Rouge Department of Public Works (City-Parish) are proposing to construct improvements
to widen Old Hammond Highway, State Rouge LA 426, from an existing two lane roadway with open ditches
to a four lane divided curb and gutter roadway with a raised median, sidewalk and a closed drainage system.
Old Hammond Highway between Boulevard De Province and Millerville Road is a highly traveled corridor
in a densely populated area of Baton Rouge. This project includes studies of intersections along Old
Hammond Highway, including the major intersection of Old Hammond Highway and South Flanner Road,
and bridge improvements, over a total length of 1.33 miles.

4. Public Involvement

Views were solicited. July 16, 2015 (See Appendix E of EA)

0 Views were not solicited.

X Public Involvement events held. (List events and dates in Section 11.)"

A public hearing/opportunity for requesting a public hearing required. (List dates in Section 11.)
O A public hearing/opportunity for requesting a public hearing not required.

5. Real Estate

NO YES N/A
a. Will additional right-of-way be required? ...........ccccooiiiiiiin e e O X O
Is right-of-way required from a burial/cemetery site? ............................ | O
Is right-of-way required from a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) property? O O
Is required right-of-way prime farmland? (Use form AD 1006, if needed) ... O O
b. Will any relocation of residences or businesses occur? ..........cccccociiiiiiiiiiniine. O X O
c. Are construction or drainage servitudes required? ...........ccccceeiiie i, O X O
6. Section 4(f) and Section 6(f)
NO YES N/A
a. Will historic sites or publicly owned parks, recreation areas,
wildlife or waterfowl refuges (Section 4f) be affected? ............................ O O
b. Are properties acquired or improved with L&WC funds affected? ............... | O

4/23/2019



7. Cultural Section 106

NO YES N/A

a. Are any known historic properties adjacent or

impacted by the project? (If so, listbelow)...........ccoooviiiiiiiii . O O
b. Are any known archaeological sites adjacent or impacted by the project?

(If s0, list Site #DEIOW) ....voneeii O O
C. Would the project affect property owned by or held in trust for a federally

recognized tribal government? ...................cocciii O O

8. Natural & Physical Environment
NO YES N/A

a. Are wetlands affected? ... ... O X O
b. Are other waters of the U.S. affected? ... ..., O O
C. Are Endangered/Threatened Species/Habitat affected? .......................... | O
d. Is project within 100 Year Floodplain? ... O X O
e. Is project in Coastal Zone Management Area? .........ccccooviieieiiiiieeeeniiieeeenn O O
f. Is project in a Coastal Barrier Resources area? .............ccoovoiiiiiiininnen, O O
g. Is project on a Sole Source AqQUIfer? ... O X O
h. Is project impacting a navigable waterway? .............cccccciiiiiiinii | O
i. Are any State or Federal Scenic Rivers/Streams impacted? ................... | O
j- Is a noise analysis warranted (Type | project) .........ccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiiin. O X O
k. Is an air quality study warranted? ... | O
l. Is project in a non-attainment area? . . . O X O
m. Is project in an approved Transportatlon Plan Transportatlon

Improvement Program (TIP) and State Transportation

Improvement Program (STIP)? ... O X O
n. Are construction air, noise, & water impacts major? ...l O O
0. Will the project affect or be affected by a hazardous waste site, leaking

underground storage tank, oil/gas well, or other potentially contaminated site? O X O

9. Social Impacts

NO YES N/A
a. Will project change land use inthe area? ............c.ccoiviiiiiiiiiiiin, O O
b. Are any churches and schools impacted by or adjacent to the project? ...... O O
(If so, list below)
C. Has Title VI been considered? ..........oooiiiiiiiii e, O O
d. Will any specific groups be adversely affected?
(i.e., minorities, low-income, elderly, disabled, etc.) ........................oo.ee. O O
e. Are any hospitals, medical facilities, fire police facilities impacted by or
adjacent to the project? (If so, listbelow)..........coooviiiiiiii O O
f. Will Transportation patterns change? ... O O
g. Is Community cohesion affected by the project? ......................o | O
h. Are short-term social/economic impacts due to construction
Lot a1 T0 L= ¢=To [0 0= o] o TP O O
i. Do conditions warrant special construction times?
(i.e., school in session, congestion, tourist season, harvest) ................... O O
i- Were Context Sensitive Solutions considered? (If so explain below).......... | O
k. Were bike and pedestrian accommodations considered? (explain below)..... O X O
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NO YES N/A

l. Will the roadway/bridge be closed? (If yes, answer questions below).......... X 0O O
Will a detour bridge be provided? ... X O O
Will a detour road be provided? ... X | O
Will a detour route be signed? ...........ccuviiiiiiiiii X O O
10. Permits (Check all permits that may be required)

X Corps Nationwide OCUP/Consistency Determination CJLA Scenic Stream

X Corps Section 404/10 OUSCG Bridge XIDEQ WQC

OLevee OUSCG Navigational Lights XLPDES Stormwater

OOther (explain below)

11. Other (Use this space to explain or expand answers to questions above.)

4. A public meeting was held at the Fairwood Branch Library on August 4, 2016. A public hearing will be
scheduled, and a public hearing will be scheduled once the EA is approved.

5b. Alternate 3 will impact 1 residence and 12 rental units.

5c. Construction and/or drainage servitude to be determined see section 2.1.8.

8a. Yes, see section 3.11 for clarification.

8d. Yes, see section 3.13 for clarification.

8j. Yes, see section 3.16 for clarification.

8l. Yes, see section 3.15 for clarification.

8g. Lies in the Southern Hills Regional Augifer System.

80. A Texaco gas station is listed within the UST, SPILLS, NPDES, RCRA CESQG, and REM databases.
An Exxon gas station is listed within UST, LUST, SPILLS, and REM databases. An Eagle station and
carwash is listed within UST, EDR US Historical Auto Stations, NPDES, and REM databases as Eagle
Station and in the SPILLS database (closed status) as Kourco Environmental. The Eagle Cleaners is listed
in the Drycleaners and EDR US Historical Cleaners databases.

9b. Faith Presbyterian Church is located at 12855 Old Hammond Hwy, Baton Rouge, LA 70816. Minimal
right-of-way will be acquired at the property; will not affect buildings or parking

9e. Baton Rouge Fire Station 17, 14450 Old Hammond Hwy, Baton Rouge, LA 70816, is located just
beyond the eastern terminus of the project. There will be no impact. There were no comments about the
fire station at the public meeting in August 2016.

9f. Transportation patterns will be affected by medians and roundabout(s).

9k. Sidewalks are provided on both sides of the boulevard. A wide vehicular lane will be shared with bikes.

Preparer: Forte and Tablada Inc. & GHD
Title: Mark Kessler, Mikeila N. Morgan &
Linda M. McConnell, PE

Date: September 15, 2020
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S.0.V. and Responses

Wetlands Finding

Project Description Sheet
Conceptual Stage Relocation Plan
Noise Analysis

Air Analysis

Exhibits and/or Maps

4(f) Evaluation

Form AD 1006 (Farmlands)

106 Documentation

Other: Appendix D: Public Meeting Transcript
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Introduction

1.1 Project Description

This document is an EA Supplement for State Project No. H.007970, City-Parish Project No. 12-CS-
HC-0043, Old Hammond Highway Segment 1, Route LA 426, from Boulevard De Province to
Millerville Road (Phase 2).

In 1997 and 1998, the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD)
performed an Environmental Assessment (EA) for Old Hammond Highway from Airline Highway to
Millerville Road, State Project Nos. 700-17-0110 & 817-09-0028, Federal Aid Nos. STP-8034(012)M
& STP-8034(013)M, Route LA 426, East Baton Rouge Parish. The 1998 EA divided the project into
two phases. The first phase was Airline Highway to Boulevard De Province, and the second phase
was Boulevard De Province to Millerville Road. In June 1998, the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) issued a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the entire corridor. DOTD
constructed the first phase from Airline Highway to Boulevard De Province in 1999. The letting date
for the second phase was anticipated for October 2002, but was not completed due to lack of
funding.

The City of Baton Rouge/East Baton Rouge Parish and DOTD have determined a need to
implement the second phase of the project to increase capacity along Old Hammond Highway
(LA 426) between Boulevard De Province and Millerville Road. Due to the date of the FONSI and
revisions to DOTD Engineering and Design Standards, this document will be a supplement to the
previous 1998 EA.

The proposed project will widen Old Hammond Highway from an existing two-lane roadway with
open ditches to a four-lane divided curb and gutter roadway with a raised median, sidewalk, and a
closed drainage system. Old Hammond Highway between Boulevard de Province and Millerville
Road is a highly traveled corridor in a densely populated area of Baton Rouge. The section of Old
Hammond Highway is surrounded by recently improved roadways, with Old Hammond Highway
from Airline Highway to Boulevard De Province on the west and the intersection at Millerville Road
to the east, which provided additional capacity. This project includes studies of intersections along
Old Hammond Highway, including the major intersection of Old Hammond Highway and South
Flannery Road, and bridge improvements.

1.1.1 Project Location

This proposed project calls for upgrading Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) between Boulevard De
Province and Millerville Road in Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana, which is
approximately 150 feet west of Boulevard De Province to 800 feet west of the intersection of Old
Hammond Highway and Millerville Road. The logical termini are defined from Airline Highway
(N30°26'25", W91°05") to Millerville Road (N30°27'02", W91°01'36"). These termini are the
beginning and ending points of the proposed construction and study area. These termini have not
changed since the 1998 EA.
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The scope of this document includes the logical termini described above and improvements at the
intersection of South Flannery Road. Figure 1 is a vicinity map showing the location of the project
and Figures 2a and 2b show the project area and logical termini.

This section was intentionally left blank.
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Figure 1 Vicinity Map
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Figure 2a Project Area and Logical Termini - West Section
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Figure 2b Project Area and Logical Termini - East Section
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1.1.2 Current Conditions

Old Hammond Highway is a state route and is considered a principal urban arterial that generally
runs in an east-west direction. DOTD constructed the first phase of this project from Airline Highway
to Boulevard de Province in 1999. Phase 2 from Boulevard de Province to Millerville Road is a two-
lane roadway with open ditches. There is a mixture of commercial and residential land uses north
and south of the roadway and there are very few undeveloped properties. There are generally no
shoulders on the two-lane portion of the road and there are no existing sidewalks, pedestrian
crosswalks, or Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accommaodations, including the signalized
intersection of Old Hammond Highway and South Flannery Road.

The construction of Phase 1 to the west and the improvement to the intersection of Old Hammond
and Millerville Road to the east of the proposed project provided additional capacity until Phase 2
could be implemented.

The posted speed of Old Hammond Highway is 45 miles per hour (mph). There is one existing
signalized intersection at South Flannery Road and there are eight unsignalized intersections within
the project.

The signalized intersection of Old Hammond Highway and South Flannery Road has the following
existing lane configurations:

» Eastbound (EB) Old Hammond Highway: One Left Turn Lane and One Through Lane
»  Westbound (WB) Old Hammond Highway: One Left Turn Lane and One Through Lane
* Northbound (NB) South Flannery Road: One Through Lane

»  Southbound (SB) South Flannery Road: One Left Turn Lane and One Through Lane

The results of the traffic analyses and the environmental inventory are included in the individual
technical reports and summarized in subsequent sections.

1.1 Purpose and Need for Action

The purpose of the proposed project is to provide roadway continuity with two through lanes in each
direction and to improve roadway safety and traffic operations. The need for the project is to
address existing capacity deficiencies, to accommodate future traffic growth, and to address
roadway and intersection improvements needed for operational safety.

This corresponds to the purpose and need in the 1998 EA, which described traffic that exceeded
design capacity, estimating traffic to increase by 50 percent (%) by 2015. The 1998 study also
stated consistency with transportation plans for the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Area at the time,
including the Major Street Plan for East Baton Rouge Parish that was adopted as a part of the
Horizon Plan.

Traffic operations in 1998 and the current EA were assessed using Level of Service (LOS) analysis.
LOS represent a qualitative and quantitative evaluation of the traffic operation of a given
intersection. Levels of Service range from LOS A, a condition of little or no delay, to LOS F, a
condition of capacity breakdown represented by heavy delay and congestion. LOS B is
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characterized as stable flow. LOS C is considered to have a stable traffic flow, but is becoming
susceptible to congestion with general levels of comfort and convenience declining noticeably.
LOS D approaches unstable flow as speed and freedom to maneuver are severely restricted and
LOS E represents unstable flow at or near capacity levels with poor levels of comfort and
convenience.

The capacity analysis indicated that several intersection approaches currently operate with a LOS E
or F in the AM or PM peak hours of travel. Traffic volumes on Old Hammond Highway are expected
to increase approximately one percent per year to the design year, representing an approximately
28 percent increase by 2040.

In the design year 2040 No-Build conditions, i.e., if no improvements are implemented, traffic
operations are expected to further deteriorate.

Alternatives

2.1 Alternatives Considered

Several alternatives have been considered during the environmental study. The environmental
analysis includes a four-lane divided highway with a 30-foot median and designated turn lanes; a
four-lane divided highway with a 16-foot median and designated turn lanes; and alternatives that
would implement a roundabout at the intersection of Old Hammond Highway and South Flannery
Road in lieu of a signalized intersection, with a possible additional roundabout at the intersection of
Old Hammond Highway and Boulevard De Province.

FHWA is the lead federal agency for the EA. As with all National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
EAs, the No-Build alternative is being considered. The No-Build alternative would not have any
direct impacts to right-of-way (ROW), structures, or utilities, but the increased traffic demand would
impact the public if additional travel lanes are not provided. There would be no additional
environmental impacts other than those that exist today, and the short-term adverse impacts due to
construction activity would be avoided. However, the capacity analysis indicated that several
intersection approaches currently operate with an LOS E or F in the AM or PM peak hours of travel.
Traffic volumes on Old Hammond Highway are expected to increase approximately one percent per
year to the design year, representing an approximately 28 percent increase by 2040. The No-Build
Alternative would provide no improvement to the capacity of the roadway.

2.1.1 Previous Study Alternatives

When the 1998 Environmental Assessment was completed, four alternatives were assessed. The
preferred alternative was Alternative A, which was a five-lane section following the existing
centerline of Old Hammond Highway. The five-lane roadway section consisted of four travel lanes
and a single continuous turn lane. Alternative B, as a similar expansion, included widening along
and to the north of the existing roadway to Boulevard de Province. It was also a five-lane section.
Alternative C was a five-lane section that included widening the existing roadway only on the south
side for the full length of the project to Boulevard de Province. The No-Build alternative, which was
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identified as Alternative D, was not selected because it did not adequately address the purpose and
need.

Alternative A has been dropped from further consideration in the EA Supplement because DOTD’s
Engineering Directives and Standards Manual (EDSM) 1V.2.1.4 now requires any multi-lane
roadway be constructed with a median, which excludes a continuous center turn lane. In addition,
that alternative does not comply with DOTD’s Access Management Policy and it does not comply
with DOTD’s Complete Streets Policy. These policies have been adopted since the 1998 EA and
are discussed further in this section.

2.1.2 Build Alternatives under Consideration

The No-Build alternative and three Build alternatives are evaluated in this EA. The three alternatives
were pared down from five alternatives presented in an Alternatives Study dated March 2014. The
alternatives considered minimizing ROW takings and the alignments are shifted to minimize impacts
to existing residences and businesses. A brief summary of the No-Build and Build alternatives
follows.

Each of the build alternatives being considered will be designed to DOTD criteria for urban arterials
using a 45 mph design speed. Per the DOTD EDSM 1V.2.1.4, the median openings are spaced at
approximately 4-mile distances to minimize the distance traveled to no more than Y2-mile for a
vehicle to turn right, make a U-turn, and get back to where they started. In addition, per

EDSM IV.2.1.4 and DOTD policy, full access median openings are only considered where a traffic
signal is warranted in accordance with EDSM V1.3.1.6 or where other options are not feasible or
preferable.

Figure 2 indicates the beginning and ending points of the proposed Old Hammond Highway
(Phase 2) construction. In addition to the widening of Old Hammond Highway, intersection
improvements, median openings, turn lanes, and pedestrian and bicyclist accommodations are
being considered. When studying the alternatives, consideration is given to land use, improvements
on properties along Old Hammond Highway, utilities, safety, previous studies, public input and
traffic and environmental analyses. The additional widening may include the relocation of
businesses and/or homes. The environmental analyses include wetlands, threatened and
endangered species, water resources, cultural resources and noise/air impact studies to name a
few.

No-Build Alternative

A No-Build Alternative is required by the National Environmental Policy Act for the purpose of
comparison and consideration in cases where adverse impacts to the environment may outweigh
the benefits of addressing the purpose and need. The effects of taking no action are compared with
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the effects of permitting the proposed action. The No-Build will leave Old Hammond Highway as it
currently exists, other than the continuation of maintenance as needed.

Figure 3 represents the proposed typical section for Build alternatives 1-3.
Build Alternative 1 — Signalized Intersection

Build Alternative 1 (Figures 4a-d) consists of a four-lane divided highway (12-foot inside lanes with
14-foot outside shared lanes) with raised 16-foot-wide medians and designated turn lanes. The
alternative includes a signalized intersection at South Flannery Road with additional turn lanes. A
six-foot-wide sidewalk would be constructed along both sides of the roadway for pedestrians; curb
and gutter drainage would be provided; and a 14-foot outside shared lane would accommodate
cyclists.

Build Alternative 2 — Double Roundabouts

Build Alternative 2 (Figures 5a-c) consists of a four-lane divided highway (12-foot inside lanes with
14-foot outside shared lanes) with raised 16-foot-wide medians and designated turn lanes. The
alternative includes a roundabout at the South Flannery Road intersection and a roundabout at the
Boulevard De Province intersection. A six-foot-wide sidewalk would be constructed along both sides
of the roadway for pedestrians; curb and gutter drainage would be provided; and a 14-foot outside
shared lane would accommodate cyclists.

Build Alternative 3 — Hybrid

Build Alternative 3 (Figures 6a-c) consists of a four-lane divided highway (12-foot inside lanes with
14-foot outside shared lanes) with raised 16-foot-wide medians and designated turn lanes. The
alternative includes a roundabout at the South Flannery Road intersection. A six-foot-wide sidewalk
would be constructed along both sides of the roadway for pedestrians; curb and gutter drainage
would be provided; and a 14-foot outside shared lane would accommodate cyclists.
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Figure 3 Build Alternatives 1-3, Typical Section
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Figure 4a Build Alternative 1, Plate 1 of 4
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Figure 4b Build Alternative 1, Plate 2 of 4
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Figure 4c Build Alternative 1, Plate 3 of 4
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Figure 4d Build Alternative 1, Plate 4 of 4
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Figure 5a Build Alternative 2, Plate 1 of 3
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Figure 5b Build Alternative 2, Plate 2 of 3
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Figure 5c Build Alternative 2, Plate 3 of 3
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Figure 6a Build Alternative 3, Plate 1 of 3
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Figure 6b Build Alternative 3, Plate 2 of 3
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Figure 6¢ Build Alternative 3, Plate 3 of 3
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2.1.3 Design Criteria

Regarding the intersection of Old Hammond Highway and South Flannery Road, South Flannery
north of Old Hammond Highway is classified as an Urban Arterial and South Flannery south of Old
Hammond Highway is classified as an Urban Local. The design criteria for this project would require
the use of DOTD's Minimum Design Guidelines for each respective classification. All side street
intersections are designed with radii that satisfy the requirements of the DOTD’s Roadway Design
Procedures and Detail Manual (Road Design Manual). At the intersection of Old Hammond and
South Flannery, the following turnouts were designed to accommodate the full turning radius of a
53-foot Interstate Semitrailer (WB-67) from outside lane to outside lane with truck aprons:

*  Old Hammond Highway WB turning right (north) onto South Flannery Road

e Old Hammond Highway EB turning left (north) onto South Flannery Road

»  South Flannery Road NB turning left (east) onto Old Hammond Highway, and
»  South Flannery Road SB turning right (west) onto Old Hammond Highway.

The following turnouts were designed to accommodate the full turning radius of a Single Unit Truck
(SU) turning from outside lane to outside lane:

e Old Hammond Highway EB turning right (south) onto South Flannery Road and
»  South Flannery Road NB turning right (east) onto Old Hammond Highway.

In addition, RCUTs (Restricted Crossing U-turn Intersections) were designed for this project utilizing
DOTD'’s “Directional Crossover with Median U-turns” detail for the geometric design, as well as
EDSM [V.2.1.4 for the locations of the RCUTs. These RCUT locations vary by Alternative. For
Alternatives 2 and 3, the roundabouts serve as U-turns. For the Roundabout Alternative 2,
geometry was developed to ensure adherence to DOTD Roundabout Design Section 6.9 in the
DOTD Road Design Manual with turning movements for a WB-67. Design Criteria for Old
Hammond Highway Segment 1 and for South Flannery Road are summarized in Table 2.1.
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Table 2.1 Design Criteria

Old Hammond Highway Segment 1
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Design Criteria

Table 2.1

Flannery Road

SLOTISLIC Pas 3y
_E_ Jif o
. _.E_ - R
. _.E_ =
] _”__
. E_ —_— . i
[
nEatr o
m:._«_nuunm_ uby .ﬂ e m e
‘NOAIB | |3AI] JBAO PEC +f £ 18UURL] LIN 1S uC 3l
yinos | 2(ggy 1) £ wUbBIH puowu 2H pIo) JO U0 SIBYI | !
W to[emapis Uy (2smybiy papir )8 Ue| B JOn) suod
: - (uondiosa __I,m n
posinay |
1euid |
Asuyarg |
k!

ol

w.CZ_H_

powns sy [] SHN uo
10d[] SH
TE1BA0 ind

1y _H_ 1e207 _M

HO Jo auue|q | HO I
39N0d N

L Judwbas | e1) AemybiH p!

(] WU 2 LOC

plot}
4 ubisaqy

ajueL

jJusw

| g &

_”u lewse

x
T
g
8

H.007970 Old Hammond Highway Phase 2 | Draft EA | 25



1 A
1 umn
anfe pesodold 104 uoeuerdxs) 4o Sy > u fdi o
T o 1 1M

onfe), pascdoid 10f uoRULIdX 10 SYIRUIGY

"SJUBLLIR HNDS  LIONBHOWILLICIIR JOf SBUNBPIN, 1 .

onfe), pasodoid 10f uoipueIdX 0 SYIRUISY

de

anfep p il 404 uogpUEIdT 0 SYRUISY

m=1 1

NE|

Il
H.007970 Old Hammond Highway Phase 2 | Draft EA | 26




ewe

anfe/, pesodald 40) uojeutidx; 1 J0 Syeuiey

anfes pesodald 40) uoneutjdx 110 SyeUIeY

anfep pesodald ioj uoljeutidx; 110 SyeUIey

uo|

0o
Il
I

B o=
1!

S| Ll

I 1. < =I¥

isat

[

1 TH | A

Ll ;

©IMONL 5 [[e 10} JaL Sadue 3o Kea fi

v L ;

Rz 2deD [einjongg oy uawe. i
tA sjgejderoy | peu eid
3 E&

4

nsl

H.007970 Old Hammond Highway Phase 2 | Draft EA | 27



21.4 Typical Sections

Based on past studies, the Green Light Plan (GLP) has proposed to improve the intersection of Old
Hammond Highway at South Flannery Road and to widen Old Hammond Highway from two lanes
to four lanes with 12-foot travel lanes, a 16-foot median section, and six-foot-wide sidewalks in both
directions along Old Hammond Highway and South Flannery Road. The median width is measured
from the inside lane line of the eastbound travel lanes to the inside lane line of the westbound travel
lanes. A pavement design will be provided during the design phase of the project. To the extent
possible, the pavement designs assumed come from the Old Hammond Highway - Segment 2 and
Pre-Advanced Check Print (ACP) Old Hammond Highway - Segment 1 projects. The remaining
sections are the product of engineering judgment.

According to as-built plans of Old Hammond Highway Segment 1, the total apparent ROW width is
62.5 feet centered on the existing centerline of Old Hammond Highway. The utility space allocation
widths shown on the typical sections were derived by studying the existing utility locations and
developing a utility space allocation plan for utility relocations based on the City-Parish’s standard
plan CPS S/D-02A “Typical Section Showing Space Allocation for Utilities in New Subdivision
Developments Curb & Gutter Construction.” The utility plan allows for a minimum of 12.5-foot width
for cable, phone, sewer, water, gas lines and other utilities. A clear and wide area was maintained
throughout the project for overhead electric poles. The spacing for utility relocations varied between
12.5 feet and 20.5 feet based on utility requirements. A six-foot-wide sidewalk adjacent to the back
of curb was used throughout the project to cause minimal impact on the existing area. Figure 3
shows the typical section that could be applied to all alternatives. Throughout final design and ROW
acquisition phases, width of ROW will be evaluated and consideration will be given to minimize
impact on existing and occupied properties.

Both a 16-foot and 30-foot median were initially considered for this project; however, due to this
project’s developed status, similar projects in the area, and reasonable expectations of the existing
area, a 16-foot median is desirable with a four-foot minimum maintained at turning points. This
allows for a 12-foot left turn lane with a four-foot separation from oncoming traffic maintained
throughout. A 16-foot median was chosen due to the negative impact a larger median would have
on the urban environment. The area is densely populated with residences, major utilities, and
commercial properties within the potential project area. The choice of a 16-foot median minimizes
impact on those existing structures, while maintaining safety for users.

2.1.5 Complete Streets

In addition to access management improvements along Old Hammond Highway, the proposed
alternatives include several elements that are noted in DOTD's Complete Streets policy adopted in
2010 and the City's Complete Streets policy adopted in 2014. The Complete Streets Policy provides
guidance for integrating vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians of all ages and abilities into roadway
design. The alternatives considered in this EA all include widened shared lanes for vehicles and
bicycles, delineated crosswalks, sidewalks, ADA accessible ramps, and a median to separate traffic
and provide a pedestrian refuge. Some of the benefits of these design elements may include
reducing pedestrian and bicycle injuries, increasing mobility and safety, and increasing the
likelihood that other modes of transportation will be used. The median also allows for aesthetic
improvements, such as landscaping, should such improvements to the streetscape be desired.
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2.1.6 Horizontal Alignment and Geometric Design Features

Each of the three alternatives being considered meets or exceeds the Design Criteria listed in Table
2.1. For each alternative, any shifts in horizontal alignment were accomplished using smooth
curvature. DOTD’s Road Design Manual was used to define the geometry of the roadway.

The horizontal alignment for Old Hammond Highway Build Alternatives 1, 2, and 3 was created
primarily by using the geometry of the existing roadway. The alignment was adjusted at the western
extent of the project to account for planned future construction of the Old Hammond Highway
corridor by straightening the curve somewhat and pushing the roadway slightly north. All side street
intersections are designed with radii that satisfy the requirements of the DOTD Road Design
Manual. The curvature used to transition from an undivided roadway to a roadway section with a
median exceeds the requirements of the Road Design Manual. By designing the roadway to
appropriate design standards at the appropriate design speed, an improved, more driver-friendly
roadway will be provided.

When studying the alternative alignments, consideration was given to the land use, improvements
on properties along Old Hammond Highway, utilities, previous studies, public input, and traffic
analyses.

RCUTs were designed for this project utilizing DOTD’s “Directional Crossover with Median U-Turns”
detail for the geometric design, as well as EDSM 1V.2.1.4 for the locations of the RCUTs. EDSM
IV.2.1.4 requires that median U-turn openings be spaced at Vz-mile distances because no median
existed previously on the current road. In Alternatives 2 and 3 where a roundabout is present, the
roundabout serves as a point for turnaround reducing the presence of RCUTs. Roundabout
geometry was developed to ensure adherence to DOTD Roundabout Design with turning
movements for a WB-67. Table 2.2 shows directional median U-turn openings, side of centerline
median, and design vehicle for each. Wherever possible, the access connection criteria were used
concerning the location, design, and operation of the median openings. Figures 4a-6¢ show plan
views of each alternative for more visually descriptive displays of the horizontal alignments.

By providing a median and limiting the number of median openings in accordance with DOTD’s
Access Connections guidelines, the number of left turn movements and conflict points between
opposing traffic and through traffic are reduced. This practice improves traffic flow on the major
roadway and helps reduce the potential for vehicular crashes throughout the corridor. The median
openings and turn lane lengths were modeled and determined in the traffic study.
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Table 2.2 Median U-Turn Opening Locations and Design
Vehicles

Side of Centerline Median Design Vehicle

176+55.30 WB67
183+77.20 EB su
187+25.95 WB Su
190+33.59 EB Su
199+00.74 WB su
205+56.73 EB Su
211+87.40 WB su
213+60.68 EB Su
225+58.12 WB Su
233+78.14 EB su
243+84.74 EB Su
249+49.83 WB su
~mteawvez | |
178+52.85 ROUNDABOUT WB67
199+02.18 WB Su
205+60.00 EB su
218+98.00 ROUNDABOUT WB67
233+79.95 EB su
243+86.18 EB Su
249+33.08 WB Su
| Atenatives | | |
176+55.30 EB WB67
183+30.19 EB Su
187+23.88 WB su
190+32.93 EB Su
199+00.16 WB su
205+57.98 EB su
218+96.08 ROUNDABOUT WB67
233+78.03 EB su
243+84.16 EB Su
248+50.00 EB su

H.007970 Old Hammond Highway Phase 2 | Draft EA | 30



2.1.7 Vertical Profile

The proposed profile of Old Hammond Highway generally follows specifications of the DOTD
Minimum Design Guidelines. The profile is maintained as closely as possible to the existing vertical
profile to minimize embankment costs. Old Hammond Highway is designed for 45 mph and uses
vertical curves that are larger than or equal to the minimum length of curvature, which is three times
the design speed or 135 feet, and create a smooth, comfortable drive. The grading of this project
also follows or exceeds DOTD standards of a minimum grade of 0.4 percent specified for curbed
roadways. The curve length does not exceed the allowable K value of 167. The design speed calls
for a minimum stopping sight distance of 360 feet that is also maintained. The proposed roadway
alignment and profile can be found in the appendices. For determination of roadway grade, the
2011 DOTD Hydraulics Manual was used.

The DOTD Hydraulics Manual gives guidance on determining the roadway grade stating:

» If gage data is available at a site, a statistical analysis, such as the Log-Pearson Type llI
analysis, should be performed to determine the stage for design event.

* Flood studies performed by the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), or the US
Geological Survey (USGS) can be used if available.

» For some urban sections, it may not be practical to raise the roadway above the design
event if this is considerably higher than the existing roadway. Considerably raising the
roadway grade in urban sections may result in ROW acquisition problems, undesirable
grades for driveways and other connections to the roadway, as well as storm water
impoundment outside of the ROW.

Based on topographic survey data from the beginning of the project just before Boulevard de
Province beyond the project limits to the Millerville intersection, the average elevation of the existing
centerline of Old Hammond Highway is 41.47 feet and the centerline of South Flannery is 40.57 feet
in elevation. Based on DOTD’s suggested methods, determination of the roadway grade is
described below:

» (Gage data: there are two gage points in the project area, Jones Creek at Old Hammond
Highway (Latitude 30°26'26", Longitude 91°02'40" NAD27) and Lively Bayou on South
Flannery (Latitude 30°26'47", Longitude 91°02'04" NAD27). These two points exist at
opposing ends of the project; because of their encompassing nature of the project area,
these points seemed accurate representation of the flood stage in the project area.

* Inundation Elevation (Flood of Record): The highest recorded flood elevation came in 1961
with a height of 39.68 feet. This information come from a report made by the USGS. Waters
of this level would remain below the proposed roadway elevation.

» Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs):
According to the most recent (May 2, 2008) FEMA FIRMs, the Base Flood Elevation (BFE)
for the project area is as follows:
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o The entire project is inside the limits of Flood Zone AE, meaning the area is subject
to inundation of one-percent-annual-chance (100-year) flood event. The BFE for
the area is 41 feet.

FEMA FIRMs for the area are included on Figures 7a and b. FEMA flood profiles for Jones Creek
and Lively Bayou are included on Figures 8 and 9, respectively.

The design 50-year water surface elevation is 40.08 feet and the 100-year water surface elevation
is 40.32 feet. Therefore, the low chord must be set at the greater value of the existing 50-year water
surface elevation at 40.08 feet and one-foot equals 41.08 feet or the 100-year water surface
elevation of 40.32 feet. To satisfy the bridge hydraulic design requirements, the low chord was set
at or above 41 feet.

Using the above data, the original design stage elevation was determined to be 41.08 feet (40.08--
foot base flood plus one-foot freeboard). Following the above suggestions from the DOTD
Hydraulics Manual, the design stage elevation was maintained at 41.08 feet. From this, the
intersection at Old Hammond Highway and South Flannery is designed at an elevation of 43.09 feet
and designed such that low points were not created at intersecting side streets.

2.1.8 Drainage Considerations
Locations of existing drainage features are summarized in Table 2.3.

Table 2.3 Existing Drainage Locations

205+50 3'x3’ Reinforced Concrete Pipe (RCP)
217+30 28” Steel Pipe (STL PIPE)
219+30 60” Corrugated Metal Pipe (CMP)

An existing 20 foot drainage servitude at station 205+35+/- will be utilized to drain the subsurface
drainage from the roadway into the existing drainage ditch that traverses north into Lively Bayou.
The existing ditch will be checked for capacity and cleaning during construction plan development.
The USACE will make the final determination as to whether this area will be considered
jurisdictional wetlands. No impact is anticipated at this time.
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Figure 7a FEMA FIRM - West Section
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Figure 7b FEMA FIRM - East Section
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Figure 8 FEMA Flood Profile - Jones Creek

°

R

gx

82
1 1 1 I 1
1 —i =0 1
1 [ G| I\ I I 112s& X
mn o 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1= - m 1
0o . . . e N . . Vo .

S A A Y |
mn i 1 I I n I 1 1 I I = mi 1
et
‘ T l
) ¥

H.007970 Old Hammond Highway Phase 2 | Draft EA | 35



Figure 9 FEMA Flood Profile Lively Bayou
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2.1.9 Traffic Analyses

The Traffic Study for Old Hammond Highway Phase 2 was submitted November 2016. The
objectives of the traffic study were to identify the existing operational and safety needs, estimate the
projected demand conditions, develop and analyze potential improvements, and compare the
alternatives based on traffic operation and safety.

2191 Traffic Volumes and Projections

More complete detail of the existing and projected traffic volumes can be found in the Traffic Study.
The project limits begin along Old Hammond Highway east of Boulevard de Province and continue
along Old Hammond Highway ending where the roads transition to a five-lane section between
Manson and Ponderosa. The adjacent intersection of Millerville was also included in the traffic
analysis. Traffic data was collected September 2015. AM and PM peak period turning movement
counts were taken for specific intersections and 15-minute spot turning movement counts were
taken for all 42 unsignalized driveways or intersections. Existing turning movement counts were
taken at eight unsignalized intersections as well as the two signalized intersections at South
Flannery and Millerville Drive.

Traffic analyses were performed for both a No-Build Alternative as well as a Build Alternative with
four divided lanes on Old Hammond Highway at three points: existing conditions 2010, upon
implementation 2027, and for design year 2037. These traffic analyses were provided through the
Capitol Region Planning Commission (CRPC) TransCAD models. Future improvements that were
considered in the traffic projections consisted of the change from a two-lane undivided highway to a
four-lane divided highway on Old Hammond Highway. However, future improvements should have
minor impact to the corridor as the area is fully developed. The build alternative is a 16-foot median
with U-turns spaced according to DOTD guidelines, as well as two signalized intersections and one
roundabout at South Flannery. All minor intersections will operate as right-in/right-out (RIRO). The
variance of impact between the various alternates was not large enough to conduct more than one
Build alternative study.

Capacity analyses were performed for both AM and PM peak hours for all design scenarios
previously mentioned but for the design years of 2015, 2020, and 2040 using Synchro, Version 8.
The TransCAD model runs were applied to determine growth rates and future trips for the study
area. The TransCAD models were useful in presenting comprehensive consideration to
developments of the area. Considering the range of data presented in TransCAD, a growth rate of
one percent per year growth was recommended and approved to be applied to the traffic volumes
of the 2015 base conditions.

Table 2.4 Design Year Average Daily Traffic (ADT)

Bidirectional ADTs ADT

Old Hammond Highway (East of Blvd De Province) 23,540
Old Hammond Highway (West of Manson) 18,170
Flannery (North of Old Hammond Highway) 17,450
Flannery (South of Old Hammond Highway) 5,550
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2.1.9.2 Traffic Signal Warrants

There is currently one signalized intersection on Old Hammond Highway within the project limits at
South Flannery; in addition, the signalized intersection at Millerville was used for analysis. As
previously mentioned, all minor intersections along Old Hammond Highway will be RIRO access
with a directive median in place.

Signal warrants were conducted based on the EDSM requirement that full median openings and
traffic signal installations must satisfy the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)
signal Warrant 1A. Warrant analysis was conducted for existing (2015) and projected (2040) traffic
volumes, intersection geometry, and speed using PC-Warrants software. Signal Warrants were
conducted for Old Hammond at Boulevard de Province and South Flannery Road. Peak hour
volumes were reviewed at other intersections; however, none had volumes high enough to warrant
consideration for a signal. The warrant analysis indicates that a signal is warranted at South
Flannery, but not at Boulevard de Province.

2.1.9.3 Operational Analyses and Lane Configurations

The Build scenario assumes a four-lane section on Old Hammond Highway with a dividing median.
The median width and specific roadway alignments between each alternative have a marginal
variance on impact on traffic volumes and operational analyses; for this purpose, only one Build
alternative was used in the traffic study.

Traffic analyses were performed at Boulevard de Province and South Flannery Road to determine
intersection geometry, turn storage lengths, and number of required travel lanes for the design year
2040. The LOS results for each analysis are reported in the Traffic Study. Intersection geometry,
turning movement volumes, and traffic control parameters were entered into Synchro Version 8 for
the signalized and stop-controlled intersections to determine the expected LOS. Signalized
intersection analysis was based on the intersection.

Right turn lane warrant analyses were conducted for the unsignalized intersections in the existing
conditions and Alternatives 1 and 2. The analyses were based on the 2015, 2020, and 2040 critical
peak volumes using spreadsheets based on the findings of the National Cooperative Highway
Research Program (NCHRP) Report 457. Storage length analyses were reviewed for the
unsignalized critical U-turns in Alternatives 1 and 2. Storage lengths were calculated using the 95
percent queue reports from Synchro. Since a typical minimum required storage length is 150 feet,
only those with a 95 percent queue greater than 150 feet are listed in Table 2.5.
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Table 2.5 Turn Lane Storage Length for Old Hammond Highway (LA
426) at Flannery Road

95%
U-turn Location Queue (feet)
2040, AM Peak: East of Buckingham Ave (EB to WB) 349
2040, AM Peak: East of LHSAA Dw (EB to WB) 166

The two locations were analyzed with a signal due to the high delay estimated for the unsignalized
condition. These U-turns are expected to have a 95 percent queue of less than 150 feet if
signalized.

Storage lengths for right turn bays are based on the operating speed. Using 45 mph, the length of
the turn bay needed for deceleration is 214 feet. However, if the Alternative 2 roundabout is
constructed, the operating speed may be lower. Using a value of 35 mph, the length of turn bay
needed for deceleration is 93 feet.

2.1.9.4 Intersection Analyses
Intersection: Boulevard de Province

Several options were considered at Boulevard de Province. The northbound approach currently
operates with an LOS F in the AM peak, and the intersection is expected to operate with excessive
delay in the design year No-Build. There is an alternate route to exit via North Harrell’'s Ferry Road
to Sherwood Forest Boulevard. Some drivers may choose this route if the delay exiting at Old
Hammond is excessive.

Since a signal was not warranted, other options were a RIRO with U-turns or a roundabout.

The RIRO concept fits with the overall alternative concept; however, analyses showed that an
unsignalized U-turn accommodating the exiting left at Boulevard de Province might fail in the
implementation and design peak hour conditions. Per the EDSM V1.1.1.5, a roundabout may be
justified to increase the capacity of an intersection and intersections where U-turns need to be
accommodated. Therefore, a roundabout was included for consideration in addition to the RIRO
with unsignalized or signalized U-turns. Table 2.6 shows the results for the analyses to justify
roundabout consideration:

Table 2.6 Roundabout Justification at Boulevard de Province: Synchro Analysis

Northbound Left U-turn to Accommodate
Northbound Left

(2015AM | 2040 No Build AM | 2020 Build AM | 2040 Build AM

Boulevard de Delay |LOS Delay |LOS |Delay |LOS Delay
Province (siveh) (s/veh)
F F 73.1 .

77.5 4141
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Since the U-turn to the west of Boulevard de Province and the roundabout are expected to have
geometric impacts, the partial median opening to accommodate the westbound left turn into
Boulevard de Province was also included in analysis, but is not a viable option for safety concerns.

Intersection: South Flannery Road

South Flannery Road volumes meet the Warrant 1A for a signal. The roundabout at South Flannery
was approved in the original study; therefore, no additional justification is included. In addition, the
original design study (March 2014) proposed a lane geometry/timing for a traditional signalized
intersection improvement. Both alternatives from this accepted study were included. The geometry
from the original study was used and the traffic volumes were updated. The 2014 report showed
that the roundabout geometry is expected to operate with substantially less delay and queue in the
design year and was recommended.

U-Turn Configuration

The various U-turn configurations were examined to select configurations for further analysis. The
selection was based on traffic volumes and geometric/safety concerns such as minimizing sight
obstruction and avoiding U-turns at intersections. From the cursory analysis of signal and
roundabout alternatives, the “blue,” or “equal space 1” U-turn configuration was eliminated as it was
less favorable for the traffic volumes, sight obstruction, and included U-turns at the South Flannery
intersection. The “pink” or “equal space 2” U-turn configuration appeared the most favorable to
accommodating the traffic patterns and was selected for further analysis.
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Table 2.7 Summary of SIDRA Results, AM Peak Hour

AM Peak
Intersection Approach 2015 Base m 2040 Design Year

LOS | Delay | LOS | Delay LOS Delay
(s/veh) (s/veh) (s/veh)

Boulevard de Province at Old Hammond Highway

Boulevard de Province Northbound F 77.5 F 110.9 F 4141
Buckingham Avenue at Old Hammond Highway

Buckingham Avenue Southbound E 452 F 60.4 F 257.8
Elwick Drive at Old Hammond Highway

Elwick Drive Northbound E 39.5 E 48.4 F 170.3

Stone Gate Drive at Old Hammond Highway

Stone Gate Drive Northbound E 36.0 E 447 F 193.9
S Flannery Road at Old Hammond Highway

OVERALL E 58.5 E 67.2 F 121.8
S Flannery Road Northbound F 103.8 F 123.2 F 233.4
S Flannery Road Southbound D 53.7 D 54.7 E 66.5
Old Hammond Highway Eastbound C 247 C 26.1 C 33.5
Old Hammond Highway Westbound E 59.2 E 74.3 F 169.8
Queen Cathy Drive at Old Hammond Highway

Queen Cathy Drive Northbound C 17.6 C 18.6 D 25.7
W Azalea Park Drive at Old Hammond Highway

W Azalea Park Drive Southbound C 16.0 C 16.7 C 21.7
E Azalea Park Drive at Old Hammond Highway

E Azalea Park Drive Southbound C 19.3 C 20.6 D 294
Manson Drive at Old Hammond Highway

Manson Drive Southbound B 13.5 B 14.0 C 16.6
Ponderosa Drive at Old Hammond Highway

Ponderosa Drive Southbound C 16.6 C 17.7 D 27.0
Millerville Drive at Old Hammond Highway

OVERALL B 17.2 B 17.8 C 254
Millerville Drive Northbound D 39.8 D 39.9 D 41.5
Millerville Drive Southbound A 0.0 A 0.0 A 0.0
Old Hammond Highway Eastbound A 5.1 A 5.3 A 6.0
Old Hammond Highway Westbound A 7.2 A 8.2 C 23.0
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Table 2.8 Summary of SIDRA Results, PM Peak Hour

PM Peak
Intersection Approach U m AN NP D

LOS | Delay LOS Delay
) (s/veh) (s/veh)

Boulevard de Province at Old Hammond Highway

Boulevard de Province Northbound E 43.4 F 54.8 F 201.8
Buckingham Avenue at Old Hammond Highway

Buckingham Avenue Southbound C 20.9 C 23.7 F 54.1

Elwick Drive at Old Hammond Highway

Elwick Drive Northbound D 30.6 D 35.0 F 76.8

Stone Gate Drive at Old Hammond Highway

Stone Gate Drive Northbound C 243 D 26.8 F 85.2
S Flannery Road at Old Hammond Highway

OVERALL F 60.7 F 67.9 F 118.7
S Flannery Road Northbound F 80.3 F 85.3 F 102.0
S Flannery Road Southbound F 67.3 F 83.9 F 191.5
Old Hammond Highway Eastbound E 43.5 E 47.5 E 67.4
Old Hammond Highway Westbound F 70.6 F 73.7 F 123.2

Queen Cathy Drive at Old Hammond Highway

Queen Cathy Drive Northbound E 41.2 E 48.8 F 170.6
W Azalea Park Drive at Old Hammond Highway

W Azalea Park Drive Southbound C 17.9 C 18.8 D 27.0
E Azalea Park Drive at Old Hammond Highway

E Azalea Park Drive Southbound D 25.2 DD 28.0 E 47.8
Manson Drive at Old Hammond Highway

Manson Drive Southbound B 13.4 B 13.8 C 17.0

Ponderosa Drive at Old Hammond Highway

Ponderosa Drive Southbound C 15.9 C 16.8 C 24.2
Millerville Drive at Old Hammond Highway

OVERALL C 22.8 C 23.4 C 26.5
Millerville Drive Northbound E 48.1 E 49.5 D 53.5
Millerville Drive Southbound F 57.9 F 58.4 E 62.5
Old Hammond Highway Eastbound A 8.1 A 8.3 B 10.8
Old Hammond Highway Westbound A 8.0 A 8.2 B 10.7
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2.1.10 Traffic Analyses Recommendations

Based on the results of the Highway Capacity Software (HCS) traffic analyses in the Traffic Study,
the Old Hammond Highway Segment 1 should operate acceptably in the implementation year once
it is widened to four lanes with each intersection improvement. All alternatives include Old
Hammond Highway as a four-lane divided roadway with U-turns. Boulevard de Province is RIRO in
Alternative 1, a roundabout in Alternative 2, and either RIRO or a partial median opening in
Alternative 3. South Flannery is a traditional signalized intersection with added turn lanes in
Alternative 1 and a roundabout in Alternatives 2 and 3. Both configurations analyzed for South
Flannery were derived from the previous study.

Based on traffic operations and safety alone, Alternative 2 with roundabouts at Boulevard de
Province and South Flannery, is preferred. This alternative provided improvement in delay and
capacity over Alternative 1. In addition, roundabouts can offer safety benefits, provide traffic calming
and can be less expensive to maintain than a traditional traffic signal.

If Alternative 2 is eliminated for other reasons, Alternative 1 or the Alternative 3 hybrid is expected
to operate acceptably. The partial median at Boulevard de Province could be considered if the U-
turn west of it is also eliminated for non-traffic related reasons. An additional consideration is that
there is an alternate route to exit the neighborhood via North Harrell’s Ferry to Sherwood Forest
Boulevard. Some drivers may choose this route if the delay on Boulevard to Province at Old
Hammond is excessive.

Affected Environment and Environmental
Consequences

The term significant is defined in 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1508.27 for implementing
NEPA and requires considerations of both context and intensity. Context means that the
significance of an action must be analyzed in several settings, such as society as a whole, the
affected region, the affected interests, and the locality. Short and long-term impacts are relevant
when considering the significance of an impact. Intensity refers to the severity of impact. Factors
contributing to the evaluation of the intensity of an impact include, but are not limited to, the
following:

« The balance of beneficial and adverse impacts in a situation where an activity has both.
« The degree to which the action affects public health or safety.

« The unique characteristics of the geographic area where the action is proposed, such as
proximity to parklands, historic or cultural resources, wetlands, prime farmlands, wild and
scenic rivers, and ecologically critical areas.

« The degree to which the impacts on the quality of the human environment are likely to be
controversial.

« The degree to which the impacts of the action on the quality of the human environment are
likely to be highly uncertain or involve unique or unknown risks.
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* The degree to which the action might establish a precedent for future actions with significant
impacts or represents a decision in principle about a future consideration.

*  Whether the action is related to other actions that are individually insignificant but
cumulatively significant impacts. Significance exists if it is reasonable to anticipate a
cumulatively significant impact on the environment. Significance cannot be avoided by
terming an action temporary or by breaking it down into small component parts.

* The degree to which the action might adversely affect districts, sites, highways, structures,
or objects listed in or eligible for listing in the National Registry of Historic Places (NRHP) or
might cause loss or destruction of significant scientific, cultural, or historical resources.

» The degree to which the action might adversely affect an endangered or threatened species
or habitat that has been determined to be critical under the Endangered Species Act of
1973.

« Whether the action threatens a violation of federal, state, or local law or requirements
imposed for the protection of the environment.

This section describes the current socioeconomic characteristics and natural resources in the
project study area, as well as potential impacts of the project to these resources and mitigation
options for impacts. The four-lane divided typical section is similar in each alternative, including
minor intersections. Major intersections varied between signalized intersection alternatives and
roundabout options. For the purpose of environmental impacts discussion, the similarity among the
Build alternatives’ footprints allowed comparison between No-Build and Build, rather than repeating
the same data for each Alternative. Build Alternatives refers to Alternatives 1, 2, and 3.

3.1 Social and Economic Characteristics

Census Bureau data for 1990, 2000, and, when available, 2010 is used to describe the general
socioeconomic setting and determine minority and low income populations within the area effected
by the project. Additional available data and field inspections are used to describe short-term and
long-term project impacts.

The proposed project area lies within the City of Baton Rouge. The southwestern terminus of the
project corridor is located just west of Boulevard De Province on Old Hammond Highway and
encompasses a number of local businesses, such as a Domino’s Pizza, a Family Dollar store, a
Winn Dixie grocery store, Texaco and Exxon gas stations, the Fairwood Public Library, the
Louisiana High School Athletic Association (LHSAA).and a small shopping center. The northeastern
terminus of the project corridor is located near the intersection of Millerville Road, and is a
commercial area with businesses such as an Allstate Insurance Company, a Shop Go store,
Brown’s Collision Center, a Store More facility, the Lake House Reception Center, and the Lake
House Florist.

Surrounding the clusters of commercial development, the character of the corridor is residential.
The land surrounding the corridor that is used as residential property is split evenly between
residential areas and natural areas. Houses and apartment complexes are generally visible from the
roadway and are located on tracts of land that were once undeveloped natural land.

H.007970 Old Hammond Highway Phase 2 | Draft EA | 44



3.1.1 Population and Housing

Below in Table 3.1, East Baton Rouge Parish population growth is shown from 1990 to 2012.
Estimates are used for years 2011 and 2012. East Baton Rouge Parish has experienced a
population growth of 14 percent from April 1, 1990, to April 1, 2010.

Table 3.1 East Baton Rouge Parish Population Growth Data

| 1990 2000 2010 2011 2012

Population 380,105 412,852 440,171 441,158 442,980

Housing Units 156,767 169,073 187,353 99,936 100,091
Source: US Census Bureau: Census 1990, 2000, 2010, 2007-2011, and 2008-2012 ACS 5-year Estimation.

3.1.2 Census Block Data

The US Census Bureau provides selected data by census tract, census block groups, and census
blocks. The project is located in Census Tract 37.03, Census Block Group 5; Census Tract 39.04,
Census Block Groups 1, 2, and 3; as well as Census Tract 45.03, Census Block Group 3. Table 3.2
contains household, family, nonfamily, and total population data available for the state of Louisiana,
East Baton Rouge Parish, Census Block Groups adjacent to the project, and Census Blocks
adjacent to the project. Ten thousand ninety-seven households lie in the Census Blocks directly
adjacent to Old Hammond Highway. Seventy-seven percent of households in these adjacent blocks
are families.

Table 3.2 Population, Household, and Family Data

Total Non Family
“ Population | Mousenolds m Households

Louisiana 4,533,372 1,728,360 1,160,118 568,242
East Baton Rouge Parish 440,171 172,057 107,124 64,933
Tract 39.04 Block Group 1 1,245 1,429 1,043 386
Tract 39.04 Block Group 2 3,205 2,881 1,890 991
Tract 39.04 Block Group 3 1.989 2,063 1,612 451
Tract 37.03 Block Group 5 1,495 1,613 1,515 98
Tract 45.03 Block Group 3 2,148 2,111 1,754 357

Total Project Block Group Area (Sum
of Adjacent Blocks)

Source: US Census Bureau: Census 2010, Summary File 1, "Households and Families."

10,082 10,097 7,814 2,283

Housing structure data and status of those structures are shown in Table 3.3. There are relatively
few unoccupied structures, at a vacancy rate of only nine percent, in the blocks surrounding Old
Hammond Highway within the project. The Louisiana state vacancy rate is 12 percent and United
States vacancy rate is 11 percent.
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Table 3.3 Housing Structure Occupancy Data

Louisiana 1,964,981 1,728,360 236,621
East Baton Rouge Parish 187,353 172,057 15,296
Tract 39.04 3,153 2,772 381
Tract 37.03 2,358 2,239 119
Tract 45.03 2,432 2,238 194
Total Project Tract Area (Sum of 7,943 7,249 694
Adjacent Tracts)

Source: US Census Bureau: Census 2010, Summary File 3, "Selected Housing Characteristics."

The No-Build Alternative would have no impact on ROW, structures, or utilities along the
project corridor, but increased traffic demand will impact the public if additional travel lanes are
not provided. Old Hammond Highway at the major intersections operates as an LOS E or F in
2016 and an LOS F in 2040 with the existing two-lane section. There are very few undeveloped
properties along Old Hammond Highway, but increased traffic congestion could have negative
impacts on existing residential and commercial developments along Old Hammond Highway.

The Build Alternatives would have no direct impacts to population and housing; however, they
would result in improved traffic conditions for the residential and commercial developments.

Table 3.4 Race & Ethnicity by Census Block

Total American Indian
Population & Alaskan
Native
Population %  Population %  Population %
Louisiana 4533372 1452396 32.8 30579 07 70132 15
East Baton Rouge 440,171 202,478 46.0 132 0.3 1,408 3.2
Parish
Ulerelt Sl Sllels 1,245 185 14.9 8 06 54 43
Group 1
UGEIEL oMUt ok 3.205 2380 743 10 03 40 1.2
Group 2
Ulerelt Sl Sllels 1,989 1077 541 8 04 41 2.1
Group 3
Ulerelt STt Sllels 1,495 272 18.0 1 041 143 96
Group 5
Ulrarei BBl Bl 2148 797 37.1 9 042 74 34
Group 3
Total Project Block
Group Area (Sum of 10,082 4,711 46.7 36 04 352 3.5

Adjacent Blocks)

Source: US Census Bureau 2009-2013. American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.
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3.1.3 Race and Poverty

In accordance with FHWA policies and procedures for use in complying with Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act and Executive Order (EO) 12898 which require federal actions to address environmental
justice (EJ) in minority populations and low-income populations, a review of the race and ethnicity
data for the census block groups adjacent to the project was conducted to determine if any minority
group(s) would be disproportionately affected by impacts associated with the proposed project. The
results of this review are provided in Table 3.4.According to the 2010 Census, roughly half of the
residents within the project area were not members of any minority. As detailed in Table 3.4, only
46.7 percent of the population in the Census Block Groups adjacent to Old Hammond Highway was
black, 3.5 percent was Asian, and 0.4 percent was American Indian. The non-White percentage of
the population in East Baton Rouge Parish was 51.6 percent. The non-White percentage of the
population in the project area is lower than the Parish-wide percentage.

A review was also conducted to determine whether any low-income populations would be
disproportionally affected. A low-income population is a population whose median household
income is at or below the Department of Health and Human Services (DHH) poverty guidelines.
Because income data is not available on a census block level, the Census Tract economic data was
utilized for this review. The income data for the aforementioned Census Tracts 37.03, 39.04 and
45.03 are identified in Table 3.5.

Table 3.5 Household Income and Poverty Levels by Census Tract

Census Median Family Families with Income | Families with Income below
Geography Income Below Poverty Level $10,000

Louisiana $46,710 19.6% 6.4%
Tract 39.04 $36,543 21.4% 6.9%
Tract 37.03 $68,294 4.5% 2.8%
Tract 45.03 $54,564 6.2% 1.3%

Source: US Census Bureau 2017. American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.

The median family incomes in the three Census tracts affected are higher than the State median
income. Conversely, the percent of families with income below the poverty level for the project area
tracts are below that of the State. The small percentage of low-income persons within the census
tract indicates that the proposed project would not disproportionally affect an identified low-income
population.

Likewise, the project would not affect any known unique social groups. There is no information to
suggest that any person's civil rights will be violated, as set forth in the US Department of
Transportation (DOT) regulations relating to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. There are no
known disproportionately high or adverse effects borne by minority and/or low-income populations.

The No-Build Alternative will have no direct impacts to minority or low-income populations;
however, this alternative would not improve traffic conditions to the community.

The Build Alternatives would result in no direct impacts to minority or low-income populations.
The area surrounding the project contains high median incomes, high home values, low poverty
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share, average minority share, and low ethnic share in comparison to surrounding areas.
Alternative roadways, such as Florida Boulevard and Interstate 12, which run parallel to Old
Hammond Highway in District 8 of East Baton Rouge Parish, have adjacent area populations,
such as Census Tract 36.04, with disproportionately higher low income and minority share.

3.1.4 Economy and Employment

The 2006-2010 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimates for the income of local Census
Tract areas 37.03, 39.04, and 45.03, District 8 of East Baton Rouge Parish, East Baton Rouge
Parish, the State of Louisiana and the United States are shown below in Table 3.6.

Table 3.6 Comparative Selected Economic Characteristics Data

EBR —
District 8

Louisiana

Population Over 16 Years of 3,674,007 356,149 28,570 5,436 4,881 4,116
Age

Civilian Labor Force 2,118,424 232,341 21,657 3,201 3,372 2,899
Civilian Labor Force 2,031,238 216,397 20,597 2,869 3,077 2,793
Employed

Civilian Labor Force 157,186 15,944 1,060 332 295 106
Unemployed

Percentage of Civilian Labor 7.2% 6.9% 4.9% 10.4% 8.7% 3.7%

Force Unemployed
Source: 2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.

Per capita income and median home value data are only available at the Block Group level, not at
the individual Census Block level. Table 3.7 below expresses per capita income and median home
value for the Block Groups immediately adjacent to the project, as well as Parish and State level
comparisons.

Table 3.7 Income and Home Value Data

. Per Capita Median Home
Population
Income Value

Louisiana 4,533,372 26,205 152,900
East Baton Rouge Parish 440,171 30,162 177,800
Tract 39.04 Block Group 1 1,245 27,344 153,000
Tract 39.04 Block Group 2 3,205 30,655 137,500
Tract 39.04 Block Group 3 1,989 13,926 154,900
Tract 37.03 Block Group 5 1,495 30,907 215,300
Tract 45.03 Block Group 3 2,148 20,395 128,100
Total Project Block Group Area (Sum of 10,082 24,645 157,760
Adjacent Blocks)

Source: US Census Bureau: Census 2010, Summary File 3, "Selected Housing Characteristics"; Summary File 3 Sample

Data, "Per Capita Income in 1999 (Dollars); Summary File 3, "Total Population"”, and 2017 American Community Survey 5-
Year Estimates.
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The Census Block Groups within Census Tracts 37.03, 39.04, and 45.03 each have higher median
income values than state and parish data. The project, or summary of the Census Block Groups as
a whole, has a per capita income of $24,645 and median home value of $157,760, substantially
above the state and parish data.

The area surrounding the project involves two zip codes, both of which reside inside District 8 of
East Baton Rouge Parish. Table 3.8 contains business data for the zip codes that surround the
project. These two zip codes contain 17.2 percent of East Baton Rouge Parish Parish’s annual
payroll. East Baton Rouge Parish general business data is shown in Table 3.9.

Table 3.8 ZIP Code Business Data

Total Annual payroll x
ZIP Code Establlshments Paid Employees $1,000

70815 15,541 669,528
70816 1 ,524 27,477 1,109,324

Source: US Census Bureau: 2016 County Business Patterns; ZIP Code Business Statistics.

Table 3.9 East Baton Rouge Parish Business Data

Total Paid p‘:’;:‘:lf'x
Establishments | Employees $1,000

Total for all sectors 121,815 230,086 11,982,551
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 11 43 1,924
Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction 23 204 17,539
Utilities 29 1,047 76,938
Construction 860 43,132 3,093,133
Manufacturing 334 10,051 757,244
Wholesale trade 656 8,811 543,961
Retail trade 1,846 30,196 806,990
Transportation and warehousing 249 4,545 234,576
Information 189 5,161 276,201
Finance and insurance 949 12,137 880,175
Real Estate Rental and Leasing 614 3,572 150,210
Professional, scientific, and technical 1,754 19,971 1,406,167
services

Management of companies and enterprise 98 7,704 519,316
Administrative and support and waste 601 13,860 515,374
management and remediation services

Educational service 202 5,155 166,622
Health care and social assistance 1,403 38,310 1,656,701
Arts, entertainment, and recreation 147 3,606 63,146
Accommodation and food services 1,042 26,346 428,299
Other services (except public administration) 1,239 11,579 388,035

Source: US Census Bureau: 2016 County Business Patterns; Geography Area Series.
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The No-Build Alternative would not provide any new construction jobs in addition to normal
needed minor maintenance and repair. Construction expenditures and indirect jobs would not
be added to the local economy or East Baton Rouge Parish economy. As such, the No-Build
alternative would not have an economic impact on the project area. Increased traffic congestion
could have negative impacts on existing commercial developments along Old Hammond
Highway.

The Build Alternatives would have a positive economic impact on the project and surrounding
communities. The Construction workers for the proposed project would likely be drawn primarily
from the City of Baton Rouge, but also from the surrounding suburban communities in East
Baton Rouge, Ascension, and Livingston Parishes. A portion of construction workers' salaries
would be spent in and near the project for lunches and incidentals. However, the larger region
as a whole may realize the balance of these direct spending benefits. A substantial portion of
raw materials would likely be purchased locally. Specialty materials may constitute the only
material purchases that may occur outside the region. The Build Alternatives would also result
in improved traffic conditions for the commercial developments.

3.2 Community Facilities and Services

In the project corridor, there is the Fairwood public library, a Presbyterian Church, and the
headquarters for the LHSAA. There are no public schools located within the project area. There are
no other known community facilities within the proposed project or extended study area.

The No-Build Alternative would have no impact on community facilities and services.
However, this alternative would not improve traffic conditions to community facilities and
services.

The Build Alternatives would cause minor, unavoidable adverse impacts on traffic, primarily
related to the delays associated with restricted traffic flow and access issues created by
construction operations and equipment. It is anticipated that at least one lane of traffic in each
direction would be maintained along Old Hammond Highway throughout the construction
period. While not anticipated, the construction of the project could require minor temporary
detours. A detailed Maintenance of Traffic Plan would be prepared during a subsequent stage
of project design. Maintenance of traffic, construction sequencing, and temporary lane closures
and detours would be planned and scheduled to minimize impacts to local residences,
businesses, and the traveling public. Access to residences and businesses within the corridor
would be maintained at all times, including by use of temporary driveways or connections where
necessary. Public service announcements of planned detours would be distributed to local
media in advance to alert the public and minimize traffic disruptions and confusion. Local police,
fire departments, and other emergency service providers would be notified in advance of any
construction-related activities to allow for proper planning and alternative route identification.

3.3 Community Cohesion

The expanded roadway will provide improved community cohesion, improving access to businesses
and residences, because there will be less traffic congestion, increased leisure and walking
accessibility through added sidewalks, and added safety through a raised median. Access
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management principles will be used on this project which have been shown to improve safety and
traffic flow by reducing the number of left turns and conflict points, providing median refuge for
pedestrians, and increasing throughput by reducing the number of left turn movements. There will
be an adjustment period for road users, but the median and the openings provided have been
designed in accordance with DOTD’s Access Management Policy, which has proven to provide
successful traffic solutions throughout the state.

The No-Build Alternative would have no impact on community cohesion.

The Build Alternatives include widening an existing roadway. The impacts to community
cohesion will be improved access for all modes including bicycling and walking.

3.4 \Visual Resources

The visual resources within the proposed project mimic the current land uses. These visual
resources are typical of roadways within an urban developed landscape which include business
facades with signage at various heights and dimensions along the ROW, vacant commercial lots,
residential driveways, utility ROWs, vegetated drainage swales and either landscape vegetation or
natural woody vegetation.

The project area will have temporary aesthetic impacts during the construction phase. These visual
impacts will include road construction equipment and other four-wheeled track vehicles. Temporary
traffic cones and road signs will be present for motor vehicle safety. Activities associate with Best
Management Practices (BMPs), such as silt fencing, will impact visual quality but are essential to
stormwater pollution prevention and erosion control. Permanent impacts will include surrounding
land transformation to conform to the physical expansion of the highway.

The No-Build Alternative would not impact the visual resources within the study area.

The Build Alternatives would widen the existing roadway within existing ROW and would
require additional ROW. This may cause removal of some visual resources, such as manicured
lawns, trees, fences, etc. Many of these visual resources will be reestablished once the
construction of the roadway is complete; therefore, minimal long-term impacts to visual
resources are anticipated.
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3.5 Land Use

The existing land use adjacent to the roadway corridor (excluding the existing roadway and existing
ROW) is displayed in Table 3.10 and mapped on Figure 10. The predominant land uses consist of
Commercial, Institutional, Low Density Residential, and Undeveloped coverage.

Table 3.10 Percent Coverage of Land Use Within Old Hammond Highway
Corridor

Corridor Area and Percent Coverage
Existing Land Use Category

Commercial 4.32 27.54
Industrial 0.0 0.00
Institutional 1.16 7.38
Low Density Residential 4.05 25.87
Medium Density Residential 1.63 10.43
High Density Residential 0.20 1.29
Office 0.82 5.22
Park 0.37 2.34
Utilities 0.32 2.05
Undeveloped 1.59 10.14
Vacant 1.21 7.74
Total 15.67

Source: City of Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, Louisiana, City-Parish Planning Commission, Department
of Information Services, Existing Land Use, Created December 1, 2014.

An undeveloped property owned by the Baton Rouge Recreation and Park Commission (BREC) is

being reserved for potential future recreational use, most likely for a limited bike path. The property,
identified as Jones Creek Park, lies on the south side of the Old Hammond Highway ROW and the

east side of Lively Bayou (Figure 2a).

The No-Build Alternative would have no physical impact on the current land use. A decision to
not build may cause impacts to compound in the future as traffic congestion increases in the
area. Furthermore, this congestion eventually may be a deterrent for the local population to
travel this road and visit local businesses, which may yield a negative impact on economics in
the area.

The Build Alternatives will widen existing roadway, a small acreage of undeveloped
herbaceous land and previously developed lands, so it is anticipated there are no adverse
impacts associated with the proposed Old Hammond Highway project. The roadway expansion
would not alter the land use categorization for the current land use; however, it may decrease
the amount of acreage in those specific categories.

It is not expected that the project will have significant impacts on the property identified as
Jones Creek Park, which is owned by BREC and remains undeveloped.
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Figure 10 Land Use
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3.6 Changes in Travel Patterns and Traffic Operations

Construction of the Old Hammond Highway project from Boulevard De Province to Millerville Road
will be performed in such a manner as to minimize inconvenience to the traveling public and the
residences and businesses within the project. However, it is anticipated that the proposed
construction will produce short-term adverse consequences on the traveling public, residences, and
businesses, especially those adjacent to Old Hammond Highway. Construction can be performed
while maintaining two travel lanes, but detours and short-term lane closures will be used as needed
to construct items such as drainage structure crossings. The contractor will be required to
coordinate with home and business owners and provide and maintain temporary driveway
connections for access. Appropriate safety measures will be taken to protect the construction
workers and the safety of the public. Signing, barricades, lighting, traffic control devices, traffic
striping and warning devices complying with the current version of the MUTCD and all State and
City regulations will be required. Any temporary detours that may be required will also be
appropriately signed and maintained.

The No-Build Alternative would not have any temporary construction impacts because no
construction would take place. Traffic would continue to operate on the existing two-lane
roadway and congestion would continue to worsen.

Under the Build Alternatives, sequence of construction and therefore traffic patterns would
likely be slightly different depending on which alternative is constructed. Each alternative
requires multiple phases of construction and would have similar temporary impacts to traffic
patterns and access to residences and businesses. Since two travel lanes should be maintained
at all times, it is not expected that any of the three build alternatives would cause any
meaningfully detrimental impacts to traffic flow, but they will all produce short-term
inconvenience.

3.7 Section 4(f) Evaluation

Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966, as amended, (49 US Code 303) states
that the US Department of Transportation may not approve the use of publicly owned land from a
public park, recreation area, or wildlife and waterfowl refuge, or land from any historic site of
national, state, or local significance unless determination is made that: 1) there is no feasible and
prudent alternative to the use of land from the property; and 2) the action includes all possible
planning to minimize harm to the property resulting from such use. In a solicitation of views letter
response dated July 31, 2015, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) indicated
there are no state or federal parks, wildlife refuges, scenic streams or wildlife management areas
within the Old Hammond Highway Segment 1 study corridor. A search of the Baton Rouge Parks
and Recreation website revealed no public parks in the project area. There are also no historic sites
of national, state, or local significance as discussed in Section 3.17 of this EA. Therefore, no
Section 4(f) impacts will occur and a Section 4(f) evaluation is not required for this project.

3.8 Regional Geology, Hydrology, and Groundwater

The site is located on the Prairie Terrace, which is a Quaternary (Pleistocene) alluvial surface
landform on the Gulf Coastal Plain. The site is nearly flat, with an elevation of approximately 40 feet
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above mean sea level relative to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD). Natural drainage is
to Lively Bayou, which flows into Jones Creek to the west. A water well map is included on
Figure 11.

Surface soils of the terrace are commonly silty clays derived from loess (wind-blown deposits), with
fine-grained clays and clayey silts with lenses of fine sands which are typical of the alluvial
sediments that compose the majority of the terrace deposits. The shallow sediments overlie several
hundred feet of earlier Pleistocene alluvium and deltaic deposits composed of 20 to 200 feet thick,
relatively continuous and interconnected sand strata separated by clay horizons. These are, in turn,
underlain by many thousands of feet of Tertiary aged and older fluvial, deltaic, and marine
sediments that dip and thicken to the south. The site is listed as being within the 100-year flood
zone.

The groundwater resources in the Baton Rouge area are divided into a shallow zone composed of
Holocene and Pleistocene alluvial deposits and a deeper zone composed of older Pleistocene
through Miocene sand strata. The water-bearing units of the shallow zone consist of discontinuous
sandy strata that generally exhibit low potential for groundwater production because of low
permeability, small areal extent, and variable water quality. The deeper groundwater zone consists
of numerous productive aquifers developed in the Pleistocene through older Miocene sand strata,
beginning with the 400-foot depth aquifer and continuing at intervals down to approximately

2,800 feet. The uppermost aquifer of concern is the "400-foot" aquifer that occurs in the uppermost,
widespread Pleistocene sand, and is a main source of groundwater for industrial use in the area.
The "400-foot" aquifer sands typically occur at approximately 300 feet below the ground surface.
The aquifers generally deeper than 1,200 feet are sources for municipal drinking water and
industrial uses.

The Southern Hills Regional Aquifer System, one of the state's two sole source aquifer systems,
lies within the region of the project area. This aquifer system is designated as a major source of
water for the eastern Louisiana/western Mississippi population. However, the Aquifer Recharge
Potential Map showed that the Old Hammond Highway project area is located approximately 16
miles south of the southernmost limit of the recharge area for this aquifer. The Aquifer Recharge
Potential Map of the Baton Rouge Quadrangle (1988) was reviewed for this study. A dashed line on
the map indicates the approximate limit of the recharge area for the Southern Hills Aquifer System.
South of this line, water infiltration is inhibited by extensive clays. The Greater Baton Rouge Area,
including the subject site, lies to the south of this line.

A water well map showing water wells and monitoring wells within a one-mile radius of the project
area is included on Figure 11. Active municipal supply wells are located near the project area, to
the north of Old Hammond Highway.

H.007970 Old Hammond Highway Phase 2 | Draft EA | 55



Figure 11 Water Wells Map
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3.8.1 Groundwater Quality

Water quality for the state is regulated by the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
(LDEQ) under the Clean Water Act (CWA), Sections 305(b) and 303(d) National Water Quality
Inventory Report to Congress. The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources (LDNR) is tasked
with managing groundwater resources and actively provides guidance for the management and
sustainability of Louisiana's groundwater resources. The quality of groundwater within aquifers in
the Baton Rouge area is general very good, although shallower aquifers may have harder water
with a higher iron content than deeper aquifers. Groundwater from the shallower aquifers,
approximately 400 to 1,200 feet deep is generally used for industrial purposes whereas the deeper
aquifers, from 1,200 to 2,800 feet deep, are typically used for municipal drinking water. In recent
years, salt water intrusion from south of the Baton Rouge Fault has become an issue of concern
due to high demand of aquifer resources in the Baton Rouge area for residential, commercial, and
industry uses. (Water Bulletin No. 13, Department of Conservation Louisiana Geological Survey,
1969; Meyer and Turcan, 1955).

The No-Build Alternative will have no impact to natural resources or water quality. The
proposed construction will not take place and preexisting conditions will be sustained.

The Build Alternatives are projected to have no adverse impacts on groundwater, hydrology,
or geology.

3.8.2 Aquatic Ecology

The expansion of Old Hammond Highway (Route LA 426) will intersect Jones Creek and Lively
Bayou and also impinge upon several man-made ditches running parallel to the highway that
transfer stormwater run-off into Jones Creek and Lively Bayou. The aquatic species on site are
contained in, or reside nearby, Lively Bayou and Jones Creek. Due to their intermittent water
supply, the creeks and man-made ditches do not provide a suitable habitat for most aquatic
species. The dominant species are various amphibians and reptiles, such as, but not limited to,
frogs and toads (Anura), turtles (Testudines), salamanders (Caudata), and snakes (Squamata).
Small populations of fish and crustaceans may be observed during high water table seasons. The
surrounding residential and commercial development also attributes to the low quality aquatic
habitat.

The No-Build Alternative will have no impact to aquatic biota. The proposed construction will
not take place and preexisting conditions will be sustained.

The proposed Build Alternatives will have little to no impact on aquatic biota. The water bodies
within the project footprint are Jones Creek, Lively Bayou, and man-made ditches. These
regimes have intermittent water flow making it an undesirable habitat for species that require
aquatic respiration or breathe exclusively underwater. Reptiles and Amphibians have adapted
lungs for breathing air, but require water to complete metamorphous life cycles. Intermittent
streams would be a desired habitat for these species, but they are highly tolerable to
anthropogenic activities. Any aquatic vegetation disrupted should be regenerated within one
growing season. BMPs will be utilized to keep unwanted contaminants from entering the water
sources.
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3.8.3 Soils and Erosion

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Web Soil Survey was used to determine
mapped soil series. The revised official series descriptions were used to confirm profile matrix,
redox features, and texture of soils underlying the site. According to the soil survey, the site is
underlain by Calhoun silt loam soils, Deerford-Verdun complex soils, Oprairie silt, Scotlandville silt,
and Udarents soils. The Calhoun silt loam soils are of level, poorly drained, slowly permeable soils
that formed from loess or loess-like material with low sand content. They mainly are at low local
elevations on Pleistocene age terraces, and less commonly on flood plains. Slopes range from zero
to one percent. The Deerford-Verdun complex soils are very deep, somewhat poorly drained, slowly
permeable soils that are high in exchangeable sodium. These soils formed in silty Coastal Plain
sediments with low sand content on late Pleistocene age terraces. Slopes range from zero to

two percent. Oprairie silt soils are somewhat poorly drained soils that formed in loess deposits.
These soils are on silty upland terraces of Pleistocene age. Slopes range from zero to

three percent. Scotlandville silt soils are somewhat poorly drained, moderately permeable soils that
formed in loess deposits. These soils are on terraces of Pleistocene age. Slopes range from zero to
eight percent. The Udarents unit consists of areas that have been filled, graded, and disturbed in
the process of urbanization; borrow areas where the soil material has been removed and used in
the construction of roadbeds or as fill material for construction sites; and sanitary landfills.

Soil type distribution is shown on Figure 12, and Table 3.11 displays the soils types and associated
acres in the study area.

Table 3.11 Acreage of Soil Series Within Study Area

Urban Land / Udarents 6.71 23.7%
Calhoun silt loam soils 2.88 10.2%
Deerford-Verdun complex soils 6.90 24.4%
Oprairie silt 11.05 39.0%
Scotlandville silt 0.71 2.5%

Acreages were calculated within geographic information system (GIS) software.

The No-Build Alternative will have no impact to soils or erosion. The construction will not take
place and preexisting conditions will be sustained.

The expansion of the highway under the Build Alternatives will have permanent impacts upon
the soils directly within the proposed roadway area. Drainage ditches adjacent to the existing
roadway would be filled and brought to a rough grade elevation contiguous with that of the
engineering design specifications. Temporary drainage ditches would be constructed to allow
for flow patterns similar to pre-construction flow and drainage capacities until the subsurface
drainage system construction is complete. All soils within the construction area would be
permanently impacted and overlain with road construction material. Soils within the ROW but
outside the proposed roadway will be temporarily impacted and brought back to
pre-construction conditions after construction is complete. BMPs will be put into place to
minimize soil erosion, and re-establishment of the original grade and drainage pattern, to the
best extent practicable, will be performed upon project completion.
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Figure 12 Soils Map
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3.9 Vegetation and Wildlife

The project area has been significantly altered by anthropogenic activities and is located in a mixed
residential and commercial area. Only the herbaceous stratum is present within the maintained
highway ROW. The dominant species observed were broad leaf carpet grasses consisting of
Florida paspalum (Paspalum floridanum), Bahia grass (Paspalum notatum), St. Augustine grass
(Stenotaphrum secundatum), barnyard grass (Echinochloa crus-galli), and Johnson grass
(Sorghum halepense). Other dominant species observed consist of Rhynchospora sp., Scirpus sp,
white edge sedge (Carex debilis), herb of grace (Bacopa monnieri), alligator weed (Alternanthera
philoxeroides), pennywort (Hydrocotyle umbellata), white clover (Trifolium repens), climbing
dayflower (Commelina diffusa), poorland flatsedge (Cyperus compressus), and peppervine
(Ampelopsis arborea).

The wildlife species within the project area are generalist species that are able to adapt to a variety
of environmental conditions, such as the anthropogenic activities occurring on site. The area does
not provide sustainable habitat for species with specific dietary needs or narrow environmental
necessities. The majority of these species on site are small, ground-dwelling mammals and birds
such as, but not limited to, American crows (Corvus brachyrhynchos), American robins (Turdus
migratorius), blue jays (Cyanocitta cristata), house sparrows (Passer domesticus), northern
cardinals (Cardinalis cardinalis), opposums (Didelphimorphia sp.), squirrels (Sciurus carolinensis,
Sciurus niger), rabbits (Sylvilagus floridanus, Sylvilagus aquaticus) and raccoons (Procyon lotor).

The No-Build Alternative will have no impact to wildlife or vegetation. The construction will not
take place and preexisting conditions will be sustained.

Under the Build Alternatives, a small amount of cluster trees and shrub scrub will be removed
to widen the highway corridor. The only vegetation that currently exists within the highway ROW
is opportunistic herbaceous vegetation that develops with manicured landscaping. Regular
mowing inhibits natural vegetation from thriving. Because of the project's urban location, no
critical wildlife habitats are present and therefore habitat quality will not be further degraded.

3.10 Threatened and Endangered Species

The LDWF Endangered, Threatened, and Candidate Species of East Baton Rouge Parish,
Louisiana, lists the following species.

Key to Federal Status: DL - Delisted; E - Endangered; T - Threatened; C - Species of Concern.
(Federal ranks are designated by the US Fish & Wildlife Service under the provisions of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973.)

Key to State Protection Status: E - Endangered. (The state protection status assignments are those
contained in Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes as well as relevant rules and regulations
adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and the Secretary of the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries.)

Key to State Rank: S1 - critically imperiled in Louisiana because of extreme rarity (five or fewer
known extant populations) or because of some factor(s) making it especially vulnerable to
extirpation; S2 - imperiled in Louisiana because of rarity (six to 20 known extant populations) or
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because of some factor(s) making it very vulnerable to extirpation; S3 - rare and local throughout
the state or found locally (even abundantly at some of its locations) in a restricted region of the
state, or because of other factors making it vulnerable to extirpation (21 to 100 known extant
populations). SH - of historical occurrence in Louisiana, but no recent records verified within the last
20 years. (State ranks are assigned by the state’s Natural Heritage Program.)

The No-Build Alternative will have no impact to threatened or endangered species. The
construction will not take place and preexisting conditions will be sustained.

Suitable habitat for some listed species is found within the vicinity of the proposed Build
Alternatives, although the construction actives are not anticipated to impact any threatened or
endangered species. If threatened or endangered species are discovered within the vicinity of
the proposed road expansion project during implementation of the highway expansion, a plan
will be developed for avoidance or mitigation. Any such activities will be coordinated with the
LDWF.

This section was intentionally left blank.
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Table 3.12 Federally and State Listed Threatened, Endangered, and Rare
Species with the Potential to Occur in East Baton Rouge Parish

Federal State

Alosa alabamae Alabama shad
Anodontoides radiatus rayed creekshell -- 82
Elanoides forficatus American swallow-tailed kite -- S1S2
Farancia erytrogramma rainbow snake -- S2
Haliaeetus leucocephalus American bald eagle DL E
Hemidactylium scutatum four-toed salamander -- S1
Lampsilis ornata southern pocketbook -- S3
Mustela frenata long-tailed weasel -- S3
Obovaria jacksoniana southern hickorynut -- S1S2
Ophisaurus ventralis eastern Glass Lizard -- S3
Potamilus inflatus inflated heelsplitter T S1
Reithrodontomys humulis eastern harvest mouse -- S3
Scaphirhynchus albus pallid sturgeon E E
Sorex longirostris southeastern shrew -- S2
Sternula antillarum interior least tern E E
athalassos
Trichechus manatus manatee E E
Villosa vibex southern rainbow -- S2
Dryopteris ludoviciana southern shield wood-fern -- S2
Eleocharis wolfii wolf spikerush -- S3
Mimulus ringens square-stemmed -- S2
monkey-flower
Platythelys querceticola low erythrodes -- S1
Sida elliottii Elliott sida -- SH
Stewartia malacodendron silky camellia -- S2S3
Thalia dealbata Powdery Thalia -- S2S3
Trichomanes petersii dwarf filmy-fern -- S2
Bottomland Hardwood Forest -- -- S4
Cypress-Tupelo Swamp -- -- S4
Hackberry-American - -- S4
Elm-Green Ash Forest
Prairie Terrace Loess Forest -- -- S1
Spruce Hardwood Flatwood - -- S1
Sweetgum-Water Oak Forest -- -- S4
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3.11 Wetlands and Other Waters

The man-made drainage ditches in the project area displayed evidence of all three diagnostic
characteristics for wetlands in several areas, totaling approximately 0.53 acres. The drainage
ditches on the site drain to Lively Bayou or Jones Creek, which are traditionally navigable waters
(TNW). Although the ditches exhibit the technical characteristics of wetlands and carry runoff to the
TNW, it appears that the ditches were excavated through historically non-hydric soils.

Two potentially jurisdictional wetlands were identified in the project area, totaling approximately
0.06 acres (Figures 13a-d). Both wetland features are located adjacent to the potentially
jurisdictional man-made drainage ditches that are adjacent to Old Hammond Highway and South
Flannery Road. Wetlands were delineated using the three parameters (dominant vegetation, soil
characteristics, and hydrology) and methods described within the Regional Supplement to the
Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region (November
2010) and the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual (USACE 1987).

The project area also contains 622.3 linear feet of other waters. This includes Lively Bayou, which
crosses South Flannery Road under a bridge and continues westward, then crosses Old Hammond
Highway conjoining with Jones Creek and flowing southward to the Amite River. Jones Creek
crosses Old Hammond Highway at the southwestern portion of the site, approximately 700 feet
southwest of Lively Bayou.

The No-Build Alternative will have no impact to wetlands or other waters. The construction will
not take place and preexisting conditions will be sustained.

The impact to wetlands is the same for all three Build Alternatives. The construction would
create a wetland impact of 0.59 acres, which includes man-made drainage ditches
(approximately 0.53 acres) and two potentially jurisdictional wetlands (approximately

0.06 acres). There are 622.3 linear feet of other waters, which include Lively Bayou and Jones
Creek. The USACE will make the final determination as to whether these areas will be
considered jurisdictional wetlands. No impact is anticipated for the other waters.

3.12 Farmlands

According to the NRCS, prime farmland soil has the soil quality, growing season, and moisture
supply needed to produce economically sustained high yields of crops when treated and managed
according to acceptable farming methods. NRCS classified prime farmland soils within the project
area include Calhoun silty loam soils, Frost silty loam soils, and Oprairie silty soils. Although
historically prime farmland did occur on the site, none of the prime farmland soil characteristics is
currently met within our project area. This is a consequence of the urban development in the area.

The No-Build Alternative will have no impact to farmlands. The construction will not take place
and preexisting conditions will be sustained.

The Build Alternatives will have no impact to farmlands. Farmland soil is present, but the
urban project vicinity inhibits prime farmland function.
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3.13 Floodplains and Flood Hazard Areas

The 100-year floodplain is defined as the area that would be inundated by a precipitation event that
has a one-in-100 chance of occurring every year. Floodplains are protected by Executive Order
11988, Floodplain Management; 23 CFR Part 650, Location and Hydraulic Design of
Encroachments on Floodplains; and the US Department of Transportation 5650.2, Floodplain
Management and Protection. These regulations require that encroachments within the 100-year
floodplain are minimized and that land development inconsistent with floodplain values is avoided.

According to the FEMA FIRM for East Baton Rouge Parish, approximately 95 percent of the project
area is listed as being within the 100-year floodplain. The 100-year floodplain has a one percent
annual chance of flooding and, within the project area, is characterized as Zone AE, an area with
the base flood elevation determined, on the FIRM maps. The remaining five percent of the project
area is designated as Zone X in the FIRM, which is categorized by FEMA as being outside of the
0.2 percent chance floodplain. Further detail is provided in Section 2.1.7.

The No-Build Alternative will have no impact to floodplains or flood hazard areas. The
proposed construction will not take place and preexisting conditions will be sustained.

The FEMA FIRM maps indicate much of the project Build Alternatives are within the 100-year
floodplain. The project will be designed to accommodate the drainage associated with highway
expansion. The overall impact to the watershed is to be minimal.

H.007970 Old Hammond Highway Phase 2 | Draft EA | 64



Figure 13a Wetlands and Other Waters, 1 of 4
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Figure 13b Wetlands and Other Waters, 2 of 4
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Figure 13c Wetlands and Other Waters, 3 of 4
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Figure 13d Wetlands and Other Waters, 4 of 4
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3.14 Waste Management Activities and Underground Storage Tanks

A Phase | Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) was conducted of property located property
located along Old Hammond Highway between Boulevard de Province and Millerville Road, in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana (Site). The purpose of the Phase | ESA was to identify recognized
environmental conditions (RECs), as defined in ASTM International (ASTM) Standard E1527-13
(the Standard), at the Site.

Based on the Phase | ESA, including the Site reconnaissance, database search, historical records
reviewed, information provided by Site personnel, and interviews, the following findings were
identified regarding RECs, historical recognized environmental conditions (HRECs), controlled
recognized environmental conditions (CRECs), business environmental risks (BERs), and de
minimis conditions, as defined in the Standard, at the site. The sites identified by the ESA that may
have concerns to the project are briefly discussed below, and the location of each site is shown on
Figures 14a and b.

i) Adjoining Texaco Food Mart Convenience Store (former Country Club Exxon): The
adjoining Texaco Food Mart Convenience Store operates a service center on the northeast
corner of the intersection of Old Hammond Highway and Flannery Road (13315 Old Hammond
Highway). The site was listed in the Underground Storage Tank (UST) database as having eight
removed USTs and two active USTs. The site was also listed in the SPILLS, National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES), Resource Conservation and Recovery Act —
Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generators (RCRA-CESQG), and Radioactivity
Environmental Monitoring (REM) databases. No violations were noted for the site in the
RCRA-CESQG, and the site has a closed status in the SPILLS and REM databases. Based on
documentation reviewed, in 1985, approximately 2,000 gallons of gasoline were released to the
soil and groundwater. The site was partially remediated using vacuum extraction techniques. In
February 2009, LDEQ issued a status of No Further Action-At This Time (NFA-ATT) for the site,
since analytical results for soil and groundwater at the site were below LDEQ Risk
Evaluation/Corrective Action Program (RECAP) standards.

At the time of the GHD site reconnaissance, the release from the UST was considered a CREC
based on the prior release.

i) Adjoining Store 149 (former Circle K #3797): The adjoining Store 149 (currently Exxon),
located at 13289 Old Hammond Highway, operates a fuel service center located at the
northwest corner of Old Hammond Highway and Flannery Road. The site was listed in the UST
database as having three active USTs. The site was also listed in the Leaking Underground
Storage Tank (LUST), SPILLS, and REM databases. Because of Conoco-Phillips’ divestiture of
the Circle K retail stores, a Phase || ESA was conducted and gasoline range organics (GRO)
were detected at concentrations above the LDEQ RECAP Screening Standards. In addition,
during a recent inspection of this site, LDEQ determined that a diesel line was improperly
capped and had released an unknown amount of product to a sump and surrounding concrete.

Insufficient information existed with which to evaluate the extent to which the diesel leak may
have adversely impacted the Site; therefore, the diesel leak was considered a REC.
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Figure 14a Phase | ESA Site Features - West Section
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Figure 14b Phase | ESA Site Features - East Section
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ii)

v)

Adjoining Eagle Station (former Chevron): The adjoining Eagle Station, located at

1155 South Flannery Road, operates a fuel service station and car wash on the southeast
corner of Goodwood Drive and Flannery Road. The site was listed in the UST database as
having one closed UST and three temporarily out of service USTs. In addition, this site was
listed in the US Historical Auto Stations, NPDES, and REM databases as Eagle Station and in
the SPILLS database (closed status) as Kourco Environmental. Based on documentation
reviewed, benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylene (BTEX) constituents were detected in a
downgradient monitoring well at the site. The car wash discharges washwater to Lively Bayou.

Insufficient information existed with which to evaluate the extent to which the release may have
adversely impacted the Site; therefore, the release was considered a REC.

Adjoining Eagle Cleaners: The adjoining Eagle Cleaners operates a dry cleaning business in
the strip mall on the northeast corner of Goodwood Drive and Flannery Road (1097 South
Flannery Road). The site was listed in the Drycleaners and US Historical Cleaners databases
for reporting years 2003, 2004, 2007, 2010, 2011, and 2012. No information exists to determine
if dry cleaning operations were conducted at this location.

This adjoining property and associated business operation were considered a BER.

Additional Adjoining Properties: Numerous other properties were listed in the UST, SPILLS,
US Historical Auto Stations, and US Historical Cleaners. These properties are addressed as
12830 Old Hammond Highway, 12110 Old Hammond Highway, 14120 Old Hammond Highway,
13559 Old Hammond Highway, Old Hammond Highway & Flannery (Kodiak Equipment),

1300 South Flannery Road, 1404 South Flannery Road, 12500 Old Hammond Highway,

13315 Old Hammond Highway, 12451 Old Hammond Highway, 12220 Old Hammond Highway,
and 1183 Flannery Road South. Other than what is noted in the Radius Map report, no
documentation was available for review to determine if the subject Site has been adversely
impacted by these additional adjoining businesses.

These additional adjoining properties and associated business operations were considered a
BER.

The No-Build Alternative will have no impact on waste management sites or USTs. The
proposed construction will not take place and preexisting conditions will be sustained.

A Phase | ESA conducted along the corridor of the proposed project limit identified RECs,
CRECs, or locations of BER adjacent to the Build Alternatives. Additional investigation or
other action may be required for the preferred Build Alternative. The locations of these sites
are shown on Figures 14a and b. ROW is not anticipated to be acquired from these sites.

i) Adjoining Texaco Food Mart Convenience Store (former Country Club Exxon): For
this site, listed with eight removed and two current USTs, LDEQ issued a status of NFA
ATT, since analytical results for soil and groundwater at the site were below LDEQ
RECAP standards. Since impacted soil and groundwater are present at the site, no
soils may be removed from the site without prior approval from LDEQ, unless the soils
are removed and disposed at a permitted disposal facility. The release from the UST
would be considered a CREC based on the prior release.
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i) Adjoining Store 149 (former Circle K #3797): Adjoining Store 149 (currently Exxon),
located at 13289 Old Hammond Highway, is listed in the UST database as having three
active USTs, previously identified concentrations of GRO above the LDEQ RECAP
Screening Standards, and a more recent release of diesel to a sump and surrounding
concrete.

Since groundwater impact was present at the site, no soils may be removed from the
site without prior approval from LDEQ, unless the soils are removed and disposed at a
permitted disposal facility. The release of gasoline from the UST would be considered a
CREC based on the prior release. Insufficient information presently exists with which to
evaluate the extent to which the diesel leak may have adversely impacted the site;
therefore, the diesel leak would be considered a REC.

iii) Adjoining Eagle Station (former Chevron): The adjoining Eagle Station, located at
1155 South Flannery Road, operates a fuel service station and car wash on the
southeast corner of Goodwood Drive and Flannery Road. Documentation indicates that
BTEX constituents were detected in a downgradient monitoring well at the site, and the
car wash discharges washwater to Lively Bayou. Insufficient information presently
exists with which to evaluate the extent to which the release may have adversely
impacted the Site; therefore, the release would be considered a REC.

iv) Adjoining Eagle Cleaners: While no evidence exists to suggest a release of
hazardous substances or petroleum products associated with dry cleaning operations
has occurred, insufficient information exists to evaluate potential adverse impact to soil
and groundwater at the site. Therefore, this adjoining property and associated business
operations should be considered when evaluating BER and future land use at the site.

v) Additional Adjoining Properties: While no evidence exists to suggest a release of
hazardous substances or petroleum products associated with operations conducted at
the adjoining properties has occurred, insufficient information exists to evaluate
potential adverse impact to soil and groundwater at the Site. Therefore, the adjoining
properties and associated business operations should be considered when evaluating
BER and future land use at the Site.

3.15 Air Quality

Tailpipe emissions from motor vehicles can contain a number of pollutants for which ambient air
quality standards have been established by the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the
State of Louisiana. In particular, vehicular exhausts are significant direct and indirect contributors to
atmospheric levels of carbon monoxide (CO), volatile organic carbon compounds (VOCs), nitrogen
oxides, ozone, and, in some cases, particulate matter. Nitrogen oxide and VOC emissions are of
concern principally because of their role as precursors in the formation of ozone. Impacts of these
emissions are usually evaluated on a regional level because the chemical reactions that must take
place in the atmosphere in the presence of sunlight occur over a period of hours or even days after
discharge, and the pollutants become dispersed from the point where they are emitted and mix with
the ambient air.
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On a localized project level, CO emissions have historically been the focus of quantitative analysis
to determine potential impacts of proposed transportation improvements on air quality.
Transportation sources have usually accounted for the largest source of CO emissions on a
national level, and the adverse effects of CO emissions are usually experienced within a relatively
short distance (usually 300-600 feet) from a transportation source, supporting the validity of this
parameter to assess the localized air quality effects of project proposals. CO emissions have
significantly decreased over the past 20 years, and, corresponding with this decrease, the need for
detailed, computer-based air quality modeling at the project (microscale) level on transportation
projects has been reduced. As a result, the FHWA has identified simpler, alternative screening
methodologies to determine the potential air quality impacts of proposed roadway improvements
other than major new highway projects, projects that are thought to pose a risk to human health
from air emissions, or projects in nonattainment areas where transportation sources are significant
contributors to violations of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). A number of
screening techniques have been identified ranging from computer-based screening tools to
comparative analyses (FHWA, 2004). The FHWA's approach has allowed state DOTs more
flexibility in determining the best methodology for assessing air quality impacts while avoiding
unnecessarily complex analyses that add little to the reliability of the results. However, CO
concentrations in the atmosphere in the five-parish Baton Rouge metropolitan area are not a
significant issue. The region is in compliance per the NAAQS for CO and all other air pollutants for
which standards have been promulgated except for ozone. Consequently, a screening analysis for
evaluating potential project impacts on CO concentrations, on either the local or the regional level,
is unwarranted.

As mentioned previously in the discussion of existing air quality conditions in the project vicinity, the
Baton Rouge region has been classified as a marginal nonattainment area for the eight-hour ozone
NAAQS. Ozone forms in the atmosphere on a regional level when other pollutants such as VOCs
and nitrogen oxides react chemically in the presence of sunlight. In states where there are violations
of the NAAQS, the Clean Air Act of 1990 requires preparation and regular updating of a State
Implementation Plan (SIP) that describes the sources of air pollutants in the state and the measures
that will be used to attain (if in violation of) or maintain (if in attainment of) the NAAQS. The SIP
identifies specific measures that must be implemented for both on-road (vehicular) sources and
stationary sources.

CRPC, the regional planning agency for the five-parish Baton Rouge metropolitan area, must
update a Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) every four years that lists all transportation
projects receiving or expected to receive federal funding during that period. The TIP represents a
realistic plan for the implementation of these projects based on available financing (i.e. the TIP must
be financially constrained). Under federal law, in NAAQS nonattainment and maintenance areas, a
TIP must demonstrate (through a conformity determination) that implementation of the planned
transportation improvements will comply with provisions in the SIP to achieve or maintain air quality
standards that apply to mobile sources of air emissions, including any specific control measures
that must be implemented. In order to support a conformity determination, the CRPC models
vehicular emissions on a regional level, assigning projections of future traffic and vehicle miles of
travel for the proposed projects in the TIP superimposed on the existing roadway network. Tailpipe
pollutant emissions emanating from proposed projects, including ozone precursors, are assumed to
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have no adverse effects on regional air quality if included as part of the regional modeling analysis
and the analysis demonstrates compliance with the SIP.

As mentioned above, the US EPA has set NAAQS for six principal air pollutants (also referred to as
criteria pollutants): CO, lead, nitrogen dioxide, ozone, particulate matter, and sulfur dioxide. The
State of Louisiana has adopted the federal standards for these criteria pollutants. East Baton Rouge
Parish is currently in attainment for all NAAQS except the eight-hour standard for ozone (US EPA,
2013). For this standard, East Baton Rouge Parish and four surrounding parishes have been
classified by the US EPA as marginally nonattainment.

The No-Build Alternative will have no immediate impact on air quality. However, as the
surrounding urban area expands, more vehicles will be utilizing the highway causing
congestion. If the highway is not expanded, extended commute time will be the alternative,
which has a direct correlation to VOCs suspended in the air per vehicle over time. Traveling at a
lower speed because of traffic congestion creates a longer time interval of carbon emission
releases.

The Build Alternatives are anticipated to maintain air quality standards that apply to mobile
sources of air emissions. During construction, air quality impacts will be minimized by the
construction contractor through a combination of fugitive dust control, equipment maintenance,
and compliance with state and local regulations.

3.16 Noise Quality

A noise analysis for the proposed project was conducted to address FHWA and DOTD
requirements for assessing noise impacts of transportation projects. The objectives of the noise
study were to:

» Identify potential noise-sensitive receivers (R) that may experience noise impacts from the
proposed project and characterize the existing ambient noise environment in the vicinity of
these receivers.

» Predict existing and future noise levels and associated noise impacts from the proposed
project.

« Determine if there are any feasible and reasonable noise abatement measures that would
eliminate or reduce the identified noise impacts.

» Satisfy the requirements of Title 23 of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 772 (23 CFR
Part 772), Procedures for Abatement of Highway Traffic Noise and Construction Noise and
the LDOTD Highway Traffic Noise Policy (July 2011).

The 66 and 71 “A-weighted” decibel (dBA) noise impact exposure thresholds are critical to inform
highway traffic noise planning as identified in the DOTD Highway Traffic Noise Policy. These
thresholds will be discussed for illustrative purposes and to define the noise impact exposure
potential for the proposed improvement project within the Study Area of interest based on land
uses. All structures within the Study Area were evaluated for noise impacts.
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3.16.1 Fundamentals of Sound and Noise

Sound is the vibration of air molecules in waves. When these vibrations reach a person's ears,
sounds are heard. Noise is defined as unwanted sound. Sounds are described as noise if they
interfere with an activity or disturb the person hearing them. Sound is measured in a logarithmic unit
called a decibel (dB). The human ear is more sensitive to middle and high frequency sounds than it
is to low frequency sounds, so sound levels are weighted to more closely reflect human perceptions.
These "A-weighted" sounds are measured using the decibel unit dBA. Because the dBA is based on
a logarithmic scale, a 10 dBA increase in sound level is generally perceived as twice as loud, while
a three dBA increase is just barely perceptible to the human ear.

Sound levels fluctuate with time depending on the sources of the sound audible at a specific
location. In addition, the degree of annoyance associated with certain sounds varies by time of day,
depending on other ambient sounds affecting the listener and the activities of the listener. The time-
varying fluctuations in sound levels at a fixed location can be quite complex, so they are typically
reported using statistical or mathematical descriptors that are a function of sound intensity and time.
A commonly used descriptor is Leq, which represents the equivalent of a steady, unvarying sound
level over a defined period of time containing the same amount of sound energy as the time-varying
sound generated over that same time period. Leq (h) is an equivalent sound level averaged over a
time period of one hour. For highway projects, the Leq (h) is commonly used to describe traffic-
generated noise levels at locations of outdoor human use and activity.

3.16.2 Existing Conditions

Existing ambient noise levels were measured in September 2015 at five sites that are identified on
Figure 15. The sites were selected to be generally representative of noise-sensitive, ground level,
outdoor human use or activity areas in proximity to the build alternatives. The noise measurement
methodology is further outlined in the separate noise technical report.

The noise levels measured at the ambient noise measurement sites are summarized in Table 3.13.

The ambient noise levels measured at measurement sites one through five are representative of the
structures within the Study Area. Receiver locations (R01-R64) are shown on Figure 16. Generally,

the structures in the Study Area consist of single and multi-family residences, businesses, churches,
and a library. The lowest existing noise measurement taken in the Study Area was 64.6 dBA during

the PM peak period, and the highest measurement recorded was 74.3 dBA.

Existing exterior noise levels at structures in the vicinity of the proposed build alternatives were
modeled using the Traffic Noise Model Version 2.5 (TNM 2.5) and compared to the measured noise
levels to calibrate the model for future analysis purposes. Data for the existing roadway network and
on-site traffic counts conducted during the noise measurements were used as part of this
calibration. The model was assumed calibrated when the model results were within three decibels of
the field measurements taken at the five locations. The results of the model calibration are included
in Table 3.13.
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Figure 15 Ambient Noise Receivers
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Figure 16 Noise Study Receiver Locations
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Table 3.13 Existing Ambient Noise and Model Calibration Summary

2015 Modeling 2015 Measured

Meassuirtzment LC:) ir;i:s:l Peak Period Noise Level |Noise Level Hourly le(fdeg;r;ce
(dBA) Leq (dBA)®
Site 1 12626 Bucking  AM Peak( 63.7 66.2 2.5
Representative of ham Avenue
RO6 Residence PM Peak®@ 63.5 64.6 -1.1
Site 2 12451 Old AM Peak(® 71.9 743 2.4
. Hammond
Representative of Hiah Lak
R12 ighway Lake  py peak@ 71.7 71.1 0.6
House Florist
Site 3 1201 Queen  AM Peak™ 65.8 67.9 2.1
Representative of Cathy Drive
R60 Residence PM Peak® 66.4 68.7 -2.3
Site 4 14214 Old AM Peak(® 67.0 69.6 -2.6
. Hammond Hwy
Representative of Ashlev M
R53 shiey Manor - p\| peak@ 66.7 68.2 -1.5
Reception Hall
12909 Old
) Hammond Hwy
Site 5 Presbytery of ~ AM Peak(" 68.3 71.2 29
Representative of ek
R15 Louisiana
PM Peak@ 68.1 67.2 0.9

(1) Morning peak traffic occurs between 7:15 am and 8:15 am
(2) Evening peak traffic occurs between 4:45 pm and 5:45 pm
(3) Average value from 3 days of monitoring during the peak hour

3.16.2.1 Noise Impact Criteria

The DOTD highway Traffic Noise Policy was used to analyze project related noise impacts

(July 2011). The standards are presented in Table 4.1. Noise impacts occur when noise levels are
equal to or exceed DOTD Noise Abatement Criteria (presented in Table 4.1), or when noise
exceeds pre-existing conditions by 10 dBA.

3.16.2.2 2040 No-Build Alternative

The 23 CFR 772 does not require the consideration of impacts associated with the No-Build
Alternative. However, a future No-Build scenario was modeled for comparison to the existing
conditions and to the build Alternatives 1, 2, and 3. There are no known planned developments in
the Study Area at this time, noted in section 3.16.3.1.
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Table 3.14 DOTD Noise Abatement Criteria "2

Activity Leq(h) o ”
Category (dBA)? Description of Activity Category

Lands on which serenity and quiet are of extraordinary
significance and serve an important public need and
where the preservation of those qualities is essential if
the area is to continue to serve its intended purpose.

Residential (includes undeveloped lands permitted for
residential).

Active sports areas, amphitheaters, auditoriums,
campgrounds, cemeteries, day care centers, hospitals,
libraries, medical facilities, parks, picnic areas, places of
worship, playgrounds, public meeting rooms, public or
nonprofit institutional structures, radio studios, recording
studios, recreation areas, Section 4(f) sites, schools,
television studios, trails, and trail crossings. (Includes
undeveloped land permitted for these activities).

Auditoriums, day care centers, hospitals, libraries,
medical facilities, places of worship, public meeting

D 51 (Interior) rooms, public or nonprofit institutional structures, radio
studios, recording studios, schools, and television
studios.

Hotels, motels, offices, restaurants/bars, and other
developed lands, properties or activities not included in
A-D or F. (includes undeveloped lands permitted for
these activities).

Agriculture, airports, bus yards, emergency services,
industrial, logging, maintenance facilities, manufacturing,

F --- minoring, rail yards, retail facilities, shipyards, utilities
(water resources, water treatment, electrical), and
warehousing.

G - Undeveloped lands that are not permitted.

A 56 (Exterior)

B 66 (Exterior)

C 66 (Exterior)

E 71 (Exterior)

Notes:

(1) Source: DOTD Highway Traffic Noise Policy (July 2011)

(2) These criteria are consistent with the FHWA Noise Abatement Criteria (23 CFR Part 772) allowing for consideration of
traffic noise impacts one dBA below the NAC.

(3) Hourly A-weighted sound level in decibels (dBA).

3.16.2.3 Design Year 2040 Build Alternatives

Predicted noise levels at the locations of the measurement sites are expected to increase under the
three build alternatives in the design year 2040 as presented in Table 4.2. The noise impact is
entirely due to expected traffic growth as opposed to the Build Alternatives under consideration.
Predicted noise level contours were also established for the 66 dBA and 71 dBA highway traffic
noise levels for each of the build alternatives. The contours were used to aid in illustrating the
predicted noise impacts under each build alternative. The results of this evaluation are described for
each alternative below and shown on Figures 17-19.
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Figure 17 Alternative 1 2040 Noise Contours
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Figure 18 Alternative 2 2040 Noise Contours
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Figure 19 Alternative 3 2040 Noise Contours
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3.16.3 Summary of Noise Impacts

Twelve sensitive receptors are expected to experience traffic noise impacts in 2040 under each of
Alternatives 1, 2, and 3. For comparison purposes, 12 sensitive receptors are also expected to
experience traffic noise impacts under the No-Build Scenario. The summary of impacts is presented
in Table 4.3. Receiver locations are shown on Figure 16.

Table 3.15 Summary of Traffic Noise Impacts

e: Sensitive
# Sensitive .
Receivers el
Alternative Receiver IDs 210 dBA Over Receiver IDs
Impacted 2 . - .
Existing Noise
NAC
Levels
No-Build 11 R01-R09, R11, R64 12 R01-R10, R22, R64
Alternative 1 11 R01-R09, R11, R64 12 R01-R10, R22, R64
Alternative 2 12 R01-R09, R11, R33, R64 12 R01-R10, R22, R64
Alternative 3 12 R01-R09, R11, R33, R64 12 R01-R10, R22, R64

3.16.4 Potential Noise Mitigation Measures

Since noise impacts have been identified for this project, the feasibility and reasonableness of
potential noise abatement measures must be evaluated per the DOTD Highway Traffic Noise Policy.
Specific abatement measures including traffic management measures, alteration of horizontal and
vertical alignments, acquisition of property rights to provide noise buffers, noise insulation of public
use or nonprofit institutional structures, and the construction of noise barriers were evaluated for
feasibility and reasonableness. Abatement measures determined to be feasible and reasonable per
DOTD criteria can be recommended as effective measures to reduce identified noise impacts
associated with the proposed intersection improvements.

The DOTD considers noise abatement in the form of a noise barrier such as a wall or berm to be
feasible when 75 percent of the first row of impacted receivers adjacent to a proposed noise barrier
would receive at least a five dBA reduction in traffic noise and when the barrier is generally
considered to be constructible in terms of such factors as safety, maintenance, and property access.
The DOTD considers noise abatement to be reasonable if the following three criteria are met:

1. The noise reduction design goal is met - a minimum of one benefited receptor must
receive a noise reduction of at least eight dBA.

2. The cost-effectiveness goal is met - the cost of the abatement measure should be equal
to or less than $35,000 per benefited receiver.

3. Concurrence from the public on the noise abatement measure - at least 50 percent of the
affected property owners support the proposed abatement.

Receivers in the Study Area are anticipated to exceed the noise abatement criteria; therefore, the
complete range of possible abatement measures described above were evaluated for
reasonableness and feasibility. The specific potential noise abatement measures that were
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evaluated for this project to reduce or eliminate adverse noise impacts are discussed below along
with a determination of their feasibility and reasonableness.

Traffic management measures may be feasible for noise abatement. These measures may include
the prohibition/restriction of certain vehicle types and speed limit reductions. Prohibition of truck
traffic is most meaningful in terms of noise reduction benefit but is not possible for this project
because it would be against the purpose and need to improve capacity. Based on these
considerations, traffic management measures are not feasible for this project.

The horizontal alignments associated with the proposed roadway improvements have been
conceptually designed to maximize functionality in terms of movement and access while minimizing
costs and potential residential and commercial relocations. The three build alternatives are designed
at grade; no changes in vertical alignment would be possible without significant increase to the
project costs. Slight shifts in the proposed horizontal alignments during the design phase could
potentially minimize noise impacts to some extent, and these were considered in the three different
design alternatives. However, typical engineering estimates indicate that changes in alignment must
at least double the distance between the roadway and the receptor to produce a significant benefit
(considered a reduction of at least three dBA), which is not with the current residential layout. Based
on these considerations, alteration of horizontal and vertical alignments are not feasible for this
project.

The acquisition of property rights to allow a noise buffer zone would be constrained by cost and
existing abutting development and would be contrary to the project goal of minimizing environmental
impacts. Based on these considerations, acquisition of property rights is not feasible for this project.

Based on the predicted traffic noise impacts above the DOTD abatement criteria, noise barriers
were evaluated on feasibility and reasonableness. Of the 12 residences with elevated impacts,
barriers were not feasible at R01, R02, R07, and R08 due to the number of driveways present that
would obstruct construction and create breaks in the noise barrier that negate the potential noise
reduction effectiveness. In total, five barrier wall locations were evaluated. The evaluation started
with a barrier height of 10 feet, and increased the height in one-foot increments until the required
noise reduction was achieved. If the required noise reduction could not be achieved with a 26-foot
barrier, it was determined to be either not feasible or not reasonable, as reflected in the worksheets.
The DOTD barrier costs used to evaluate the cost effectiveness of the barriers are included in the
noise technical report.

Of the five barrier walls under consideration, one was determined to not be feasible as the predicted
noise reduction was less than five dBA at the first row receiver location (R11). A barrier wall to
mitigate noise at R09 was determined to be feasible, but was not reasonable, as it could not achieve
an eight dBA reduction. The remaining three barrier walls were determined to be feasible but not
reasonable, based on their cost effectiveness (R03, R04, R05, and R64; R06; and R32 and R33).
The feasibility and reasonableness worksheets are provided in the noise technical report.

For reference, a previous noise assessment for Old Hammond Highway was completed in 1998.
Although based on an older version of the DOTD Highway Traffic Noise Policy and a different road
layout, this assessment found four barrier locations to be feasible and two locations to be feasible
and reasonable. Those two locations were identified as the Stonegate subdivision and the Azalea
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Park duplexes, of which only the Azalea Park duplexes are within the current project area. The
current assessment did not find the noise impacts at the Azalea Park duplexes (R41 to R55) high
enough to warrant a noise barrier assessment. The previous assessment was based on a five-lane
highway and predicted a future possible noise impact of 1.6 dBA above the DOTD criteria. Based on
the current four-lane design configuration the predicted worst-case noise impact is 62.9 dBA at R55,
which is 3.1 dBA below the DOTD criteria.

The No-Build Alternative is expected to result in impacts to 12 sensitive receptors.

The Build Alternatives are expected to result in potential noise impacts in the Design Year
2040. Twelve sensitive receivers are expected to experience traffic noise impacts in 2040 under
Alternatives 1, 2, and 3. Abatement measures were evaluated as discussed in Section 3.16.5,
but were determined to be not feasible and/or unreasonable.

3.17 Wild and Scenic Rivers

The Louisiana Scenic Rivers Act was established in 1988. It was created for the protection,
preservation, and enhancement of the 3000 miles of Louisiana designated Natural and Scenic
Rivers. The proposed Study Area does not contain any scenic rivers as recognized by the LDWF
(LDWF 2009); therefore, there are no anticipated impacts to wild and scenic rivers in the No-Build
or Build Alternatives.

3.18 Coastal Barriers

The footprint of the Old Hammond Highway expansion will not impact any coastal barrier resource
system units. The road expansion project is located within East Baton Rouge Parish, which is
located approximately 95 miles inland from the coastal barrier zones. According to the US Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) coastal barrier maps, the closest units to the parish are LA-05P, S07, and
S06. Therefore, there are no anticipated impacts to coastal barriers in the No-Build or Build
Alternatives.

3.19 Coastal Zone Impacts

The Louisiana Coastal Zone is regulated by LDNR, Office of Coastal Management (OCM), in
accordance with the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA). The goals of the CZMA are to
preserve, protect, develop, and where possible, restore or enhance, the nation’s resources within
the coastal zone. The project area is located in East Baton Rouge Parish, which lies outside of the
coastal zone boundary. Therefore, there are no anticipated impacts to the coastal zone in the No-
Build or Build Alternatives.

3.20 Historical and Archaeological Resources

Phase | cultural resources investigation of the project’s Area of Potential Effect (APE) was
conducted to determine if there are historical or archaeological resources in the Study Area. The
investigation consisted of a record review of prior surveys and systematic shovel testing within the
APE. The record search revealed two archaeological sites recorded within one-mile of the project
area; but no previously identified archaeological and architectural resources in the APE. The field
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investigation of the APE identified 20 structures (17 in the indirect APE and three in the direct APE)
that met the age criteria for National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) consideration but no
archaeological resources were recovered. None of the 20 structures was recommended eligible for
listing on the NRHP. As a result of the survey, it was determined that the proposed project would
not have an effect on historic properties. The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) provided
its concurrence with this determination on April 26, 2018. (Appendix ).

The No-Build Alternative will not result in impacts to historic, archaeological, or cultural
resources.

The Build Alternatives are anticipated to have no impact on historic, archaeological, or cultural
resources. There were no archaeological resources recovered during the survey, and no
impacts to historical or archaeological resources are expected. Cultural resources concurrence
has been provided by SHPO. If any artifacts are discovered during construction activities, the
SHPO will be notified immediately.

4 Comments and Coordination

4.1 Public Information Program

A public meeting for the Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) Boulevard De Province to Millerville Road
EA was held at the Fairwood Branch Library in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, on August 4, 2016. The
meeting was held as an open house format from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. City Parish officials, Green
Light Plan program representatives, and project team engineers were on hand to receive comments
and address questions related to the proposed project.

Twenty-nine people registered their attendance on the sign-in sheets. The public was offered
opportunities for submitting their comments for the record. A comment form was provided in the
handout packet and a transcriber was available during the course of the meeting to record verbal
comments. Two written comments were received at the meetings. Two comments were received via
email prior to the meeting.

It is anticipated that a public hearing will be held before publication of the final Environmental
Assessment. The advertisement, handouts, sign-in sheets, and written comments from the public
meeting are included in Appendix D.

4.2 Solicitation of Views

Information about the proposed project was sent to local, state, and federal agencies in the form of
a Solicitation of Views (SOV) request on July 16, 2015. The address list for the SOV was obtained
from DOTD. A summary of the comments received are included in Table 4.1 and the full comments
are included in Appendix E.
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Table 4.1 Summary Solicitation of Views Comments

Respondent DEI . View/Comment Response
Received

Capital Region
Planning
Commission

US Department
of Agriculture
(USDA), Natural
Resource
Conservation
Service

Federal
Emergency
Management
Agency

Capital Area
Groundwater
Conservation
District

LDEQ, Office of
Environmental
Compliance,
Assessment
Division

Louisiana
Department of
Health and
Hospitals

United States
Fish and Wildlife
Service
Louisiana Field
Office

July 20,
2015

July 21,
2015

July 29,
2015

July 27,
2015

July 28,
2015

July 29,
2015

July 31,
2015

Project does not conflict with
any region-wide plans; is not
redundant with other
federally funded projects;
and CRPC staff supports the
project.

Project is within an urban
area and exempt from the
rules and regulations of the
Farmland Protection Policy
Act (FPPA); USDA does not
predict impacts to NRCS
work in the vicinity.

Referred project to area
floodplain administrator and
requested project comply
with EO 11988 and EO
11990.

“...in addition to numerous
water wells located near gas
stations along the project
right of way, Baton Rouge
Water Company has an
active public supply well field
on the north side of Old
Hammond Highway.”

“If this project is deemed
regionally significant it must
be included in a conforming
metropolitan transportation
plan, i.e. included in a
comprehensive regional
emissions analysis which
demonstrates conformity to
the State Implementation
Plan for control of ozone.”
No objection to the project at
this time.

“...no impacts to rare,
threatened, or endangered
species or critical habitats...
are anticipated.” “No state or
federal parks, wildlife
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noted.

Comment
noted.

City of Baton
Rouge
Floodplain
Manager will
be contacted
for permit
requirements
and EO
compliance.
Comment
noted.

Comment
noted; CRPC is
aware of and in
favor of the
project.

Comment
noted.

Comment
noted.



Table 4.1 Summary Solicitation of Views Comments

Respondent DRI . View/Comment Response
Received

LDNR, Office of
Conservation

Louisiana
Department of
Agriculture and
Forestry (LDAF)
Baton Rouge
Police
Department
State Senator,
District 6, Mack
“Bodi” White

usS
Environmental
Protection
Agency (EPA),
Sole Source
Aquifer Program

Office of Culture,
Recreation and
Tourism,
Division of
Archaeology,
State Historic
Preservation
Officer
Alabama-
Coushatta Tribe
of Texas,
Historic

August 5,
2015

August 7,
2015

August 10,
2015

August 14,
2015

August 17,
2015

August 26,
2016

August 27,
2015

refuges, scenic streams, or
wildlife management areas
are known at the specified
site”

“...no oil, gas, or injection
wells located in the project
area.” “...there are
registered water wells in the
vicinity of the project area.
Also, it is possible that
unregistered water wells
may be located in the area.”
Reference SONRIS for
additional records research.
Responded with no
comment at this time.

Does not foresee any
issues.

“I frequently use this stretch
and am supportive of this
project that will improve
traffic flow.”

“The project... is located on
the Southern Hills aquifer
system which has been
designated a sole source
aquifer (SSA) by the EPA.”
“...we have determined that
the project, as proposed,
should not have an adverse
effect on the quality of the
ground water underlying the
project site.”

“No known historic
properties will be affected by
this undertaking.”

“...no known impacts to
cultural assets of the
Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas are anticipated in

H.007970 Old Hammond Highway Phase 2 | Draft EA | 89

Comment
noted and
SONRIS
website
application was
referenced for
additional data.

Comment
noted.

Comment
noted.

Comment
noted.

Comment
noted.

Comment
noted.

Comment
noted.



Table 4.1 Summary Solicitation of Views Comments

Respondent DRI . View/Comment Response
Received

Preservation conjunction with this

Officer proposal.”

Department of September  “We do not anticipate any Comment

the Army, Corps 9, 2015 adverse impacts to any noted,

of Engineers, Corps of Engineers Wetlands

New Orleans projects.” “DA permits are delineation was

District (CEMVN) required prior to the completed as a
deposition or redistribution part of this EA,
of dredged or fill material appropriate
into jurisdictional wetlands or permits will be
waters.” obtained.

4.3 Agency Coordination

Agency coordination is an important part of attaining environmental clearance through the NEPA
process. The following agency coordination was essential to the development of this environmental
assessment.

* Kick-off Meeting for the Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) project was held at DOTD
Headquarters on December 9, 2014. Staff from FHWA, DOTD, Department of Public Works
(DPW), Green Light Plan program managers and the consultant team attended to discuss
the scope and schedule of the project. The relevance and validity of the 1998 EA was
discussed. DOTD and FHWA determined that since revisions have been made to DOTD
Engineering and Design Standards a new document titled “EA Supplement” would be
generated for the 1998 EA Old Hammond Highway Phase 2.

* Recommended Alternative Meeting was held January 27, 2016, at DOTD Headquarters to
review alternatives and the alternatives matrix for choosing the preferred alternative. Staff
from FHWA, DOTD, DPW, the Green Light Plan program managers, and the consultant
team attended.

e Public Meeting was held August 4, 2016, and several staff members from public agencies
attended. The agency sign-in sheet is included in Appendix D.

« DOTD and the City-Parish reviewed draft copies of the technical reports used as a basis for
this study and comments were received and incorporated in November and December 2016
and March 2017. Comments were received from FHWA in March 2019 and were
incorporated in April 2019.

4.4 Public Involvement

4.4.1 Public Meeting

A public meeting for the Old Hammond Highway Segment 1 EA was held on August 4, 2016, at the
Fairwood Branch Library in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, to provide information about the proposed
project, the proposed Build alternatives, the environmental process, estimated project timeline, and
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the next steps in the process. The meeting was held as an open house format from 5:00 pm to 8:00
pm. The meeting provided an opportunity for the public to view the proposed alternatives, ask
questions of the project team, and provide comments for consideration. The public meeting was
advertised in the Baton Rouge Advocate Newspaper on July 18 and 25, 2016; posted on the Green
Light Plan website with a link to the posted Advocate notice, and announced on WBRZ television
station’s website on August 3, 2016. An informational letter about the project and public meeting
was mailed to stakeholders and elected officials.

Twenty-nine people attended the meeting and four comments were received during the public
comment period — two at the public meeting and two via email. All respondents agreed there is a
need for this project, but voiced differing opinions on intersection and lane preferences. A public
meeting summary including copies of the presentation, advertisements, informational letter, and
public comments is included in Appendix D.

It should be noted in the weeks following the public meeting, the 2016 floods occurred; due to this
occurrence, the limited amount of comments made does not accurately reflect interest generated in
this project. Comments were open-ended and assessed as positive, negative, or neutral toward one
or more alternatives; therefore, the total number of positive and negative comments does not equal
the total number of meeting comments received.

Table 4.2 Summary of Comments Received from Public Meeting

Comment Summary Alt1: 16’ Alt 2: 16’ Alt 3: 16’

Median Median Median
Signalized | Roundabouts | Hybrid

Mrs. Pam Prefers roundabouts over lights, Favorable Favorable
Bercegeay West  excited for lane increase to

reduce bottle necking; wishes it

would continue to O’Neil; wants

speed increased

Mr. Carroll Wants bike paths; wants
Percoux improvements to continue to
O’Neil Lane
Mr. Phillip Against Roundabout at Old Favorable
Fetterman Hammond & South Flannery; not
in favor of medians
Mr. and Mrs. Against Roundabouts and
David Hebert Median, prefers five-lane

4.4.2 Public Hearing

A public hearing will be conducted after the Final Draft EA is approved by FHWA and DOTD. The
EA will be available to the public for review prior to the public hearing.
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5 Alternatives Comparison and Preferred Alternative

Each potential build alternative is consistent with the purpose and need of the project. The four-lane
divided typical section is similar in each alternative and provides similar capacity for Old Hammond
Highway from Boulevard de Province through South Flannery just east of Millerville. Each
alternative provides similar access management concepts (RCUT median openings, RIRO
medians) and pedestrian and bicycle accommodations. Minor intersections along Old Hammond
were treated similarly in each alternative, while major intersections varied between signalized
intersection alternatives and roundabout options. Traffic analyses have shown improved LOS and
traffic flow with each proposed alternative making all alternatives viable for consideration. Beyond
traffic flow, several factors were taken into consideration before selecting the proposed alternative.
Environmental and socioeconomic factors as well as construction, utility, and ROW costs were
thoroughly sought out and analyzed. Specific values and scenarios for each alternative will be
discussed in the sections below.

51 Alternative 1

As previously discussed, Alternative 1 consists of a four-lane divided highway with 12-foot inside
lanes and 14-foot outside lanes to be shared with cyclists. In the ROW, a six-foot-wide sidewalk is
included on each side and the drainage is curb and gutter. The alternative includes a 16-foot
median throughout and a signalized intersection at South Flannery with additional turn lanes. This
alternative follows along the existing centerline and has a ROW width of 125 feet. The total land
area for this alternative is 6.65 acres.

5.1.1 Advantages of Alternative 1

e Alternative 1 has the lowest estimated property cost for ROW expansion.

¢ No owner occupied residences will be displaced.

« Commercial property is not impacted at all by this option.

< Alternative 1 does not interfere with local service station or local “staple” commercial
property.

5.1.2 Disadvantages of Alternative 1

» Alternative 1 was the least desirable in the traffic study.

» Alternative 1 requires numerous bulb-outs to accommodate the RCUT configuration needed
to maintain this alternative.

» Construction duration is expected to take the longest.

5.2 Alternative 2

As previously discussed, Alternative 2 consists of a four-lane divided highway with 12-foot inside
lanes and 14-foot outside lanes to be shared with cyclists. In the ROW, a six-foot-wide sidewalk is
included on each side and the drainage is curb and gutter. The alternative includes a 16-foot
median throughout. Roundabouts are present at both South Flannery and Boulevard de Province.
This alternative follows along the existing centerline and has a ROW width of 125 feet.
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5.2.1 Advantages of Alternative 2

» Alternative 2 is the most effective alternative per traffic analysis.
»  While it is impactful of commercial properties, majority of the impact is parking spaces.
» Alternative does not interfere with local service station or local “staple” commercial property.

5.2.2 Disadvantages of Alternative 2

« Alternative 2 has the highest estimated property cost for ROW expansion.
» Public meeting comments expressed distaste in excessive roundabouts.
« Alternative 2 has the largest negative impact on commercial properties in the area.

5.3 Alternative 3

As previously discussed, Alternative 3 consists of a four-lane divided highway with 12-foot inside
lanes and 14-foot outside lanes to be shared with cyclists. In the ROW, a six-foot-wide sidewalk is
included on each side and the drainage is curb and gutter. The alternative includes a 16-foot
median throughout. A hybrid of Alternatives 1 and 2, Alternative 3 is designed with a roundabout at
South Flannery and a U-turn bulb-out west of Boulevard de Province. This alternative follows along
the existing centerline and has a ROW width of 125 feet.

5.3.1 Advantages of Alternative 3

«  While Alternative 3 is not the lowest estimated property cost for ROW expansion, it is less
than $20,000 greater than the lowest estimate.

» Alternative does not interfere with local service station or local “staple” commercial property.

« Commercial property is not impacted at all by this option.

5.3.2 Disadvantages of Alternative 3

* Boulevard de Province intersection will not operate at optimum capacity.

5.4 Right-of-Way Impacts, Displacements, and Relocations

The proposed project will displace an estimated one owner occupied household for Alternatives 2
and 3, and zero with Alternative 1. Per demographic data, this single-family household will not
exceed four members and will not be owned by persons considered elderly or minority. The
estimated value of this residence is $150,000. It is a combination of brick and siding and is
estimated to have three bedrooms and two bathrooms. The residence appears to be under
renovation due to the August 2016 flood.

In addition to owner occupied housing this area has several multi-family rental units. Alternatives 1
and 3 will displace 12 of these units. It is projected that 10 of these units will be minority households
and that one will be an elderly household. It is also estimated per demographics that each unit is
likely to house five or more persons per household. The estimated values of the displaced multi-
family buildings (four-plex) are $80,000 per building. All buildings are a combination of brick and
siding with an effective age of 25 years. Each unit is estimated to have two bedrooms and two
bathrooms.
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The supply of comparable decent, safe, and sanitary (DSS) housing in the area is low due to the
area being inundated in the August 2016 flood. Many residences in the area are being renovated
and thus the supply of comparable DSS housing will increase by the beginning of the project.

No commercial buildings will be displaced for any alternative. Six buildings are economically
impacted on Alternatives 1 and 3, and 11 are economically impacted on Alternative 2. The impacts
or damages are mainly due to reduced parking. The five additional buildings in Alternative 2 are
heavily impacted by the reduction of parking and may cause tenant and owner occupied businesses
to move if parking cannot be restored. The storage building impacted by all three alternatives will
lose 10 storage units. These units are tenant occupied and would require the relocation of personal
property. There is a sufficient supply of self-storage facilities in the market area to facilitate this
relocation. Existing ROW for each Build Alternative is 10.99 acres. The required ROW acres for the
Build Alternatives are listed below and shown in Figures 20a - c.

» Build Alternative 1: 5.37 acres
e Build Alternative 2: 4.16 acres
» Build Alternative 3: 3.71 acres

The ROW and relocation costs for each alternative are included in the Opinion of Probable Cost
Table 5.1 and are further discussed and detailed in the Final Conceptual Stage Relocation Plan
dated January 31, 2017. The acquisition of ROW does not necessarily constitute a relocation
impact. The Uniform Relocation Act of 1970 ensures fair compensation and assistance to those
whose property is compulsorily acquired for public use under eminent domain law. It is a policy of
DOTD to provide just compensation for properties taken for a public project.

This section was intentionally left blank.
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Figure 20a Alternative 1 Required ROW
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Figure 20b Alternative 2 Required ROW
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Figure 20c Alternative 3 Required ROW
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5.5 Environmental Factors and Conceptual Mitigation

The environmental technical reports summarizing the environmental impacts identified through
database research, field reviews and other studies have been provided under separate cover and
discussed with their potential impacts in Section 3. For all matrix values listed as an "R1," there are
no known impacts. A rating of "R2", a low to medium impact, is assigned for Hazardous Material
Impacts because these alternatives impact a former Circle K (currently Exxon) store and an Eagle
Station (former Chevron) where oil or hazardous materials may exist.

The USACE will have the final say on the jurisdictional wetlands and other waters acreages, but the
values identified range from 12.5 percent to 13 percent of the total ROW required for each
alternative. No compensatory mitigation costs are anticipated. None of the project area can be
considered prime farmland, since it is urban. Generally, the environmental evaluation factors show
a similar degree of impacts for the three build alternatives.

5.6 Utility Impacts

Located along the roadway are numerous utilities that service the commercial, residential, and
municipal developments in the surrounding areas. When the project area was surveyed, LA One
Call was contacted and four locate request tickets (130220627, 130220674, 130220754, and
130220782) were submitted. The resulting ground markings aided in the location of the existing
underground utilities. The following list displays the utilities that were called out on the tickets.

e Water — Baton Rouge Water Company

* Gas - Entergy Gas

* Overhead Electric — Entergy Electric

¢ Underground Electric — Entergy Electric

e Overhead Telephone — AT&T

¢ Underground Telephone — AT&T

e Underground Fiber Optics — Level 3 Communications
« Traffic Signals — EBRP Department of Public Works
« TV/ Cable — Cox Communications

e Gas — City of Denham Springs

e Underground Electric — DEMCO

e Gas Pipeline — Shell

* Gas Pipeline — Marathon Petroleum Corporation

Major Utility Relocation Inventory is based on a combination of field investigation, topographic
surveying, and information - including maps and drawings - provided by individual utility companies.
It shows a projected list of major utilities that will have to be relocated to accommodate the widening
of Old Hammond Highway and South Flannery Road. Stationing is based on the Old Hammond
Highway and South Flannery Road projected and adopted alignments. The required ROW shown in
this design study is set to accommodate all required utility relocations; however, Entergy may prefer
to acquire their own servitude outside the ROW for their main overhead transmission lines, which
currently runs parallel to Old Hammond Highway inside the corridor ROW along the north side of
the road. This transmission line will remain in place under the design for the roundabout alternative,
Alternative 2. Conversely, if the design for the traditional intersections in Alternative 1 or 3 were
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used, the transmission line would need to be relocated farther north. The existing Shell and
Marathon high-pressure gas pipelines may have to be lowered to accommodate drainage of the
roadway and the required drainage improvements.

Utility relocation cost assumes that Entergy Transmission and AT&T will absorb all of their
relocation costs because their utilities are within the existing Old Hammond Highway ROW. In
addition, this cost assumes the Shell and Marathon Pipelines under Old Hammond Highway will
need to be lowered due to construction clearances over the pipes. Furthermore, this cost also
accounts for the costs associated with the coordination necessary to have these lines relocated.

5.7 Construction Costs

The preliminary cost estimates for construction are shown in Table 5.1. Costs are shown for each
major component of the construction project, including ROW and utilities. The roadway construction
costs are reflective of the total project cost, the selected alternative is both least expensive in
construction, as well as requires the smallest amount of ROW to acquire. These cost estimates are
based on the assumption that Entergy Transmission will absorb utility relocation costs wholly
because their lines already exist within the Old Hammond Highway ROW. The ROW costs are
based on taking lines only; whole lot buyouts that may be required are not included in ROW costs.

Table 5.1 Opinion of Probable Cost Table

Alternative 1 Alternative 2

Alternative 3
Signalized Double

Intersection Roundabouts YN

Construction $18,722,671.59 $19,008,363.47 $18,758,363.47
Right-of-way, Relocation $6,558,652.00 $6,817,221.00 $6,577,575.00
Mitigation $395,000.00 $395,000.00 $395,000.00
Utilities $1,860,000.00 $1,860,000.00 $1,860,000.00
Subtotal $27,536,323.59 $28,080,584.47 $27,590,938.47

Engineering & Contingency $5,507,264.72  $5,616,116.89  $5,518,187.69
Total $33,043,588.31 $33,696,701.36 $33,109,126.16

5.8 Funding

The environmental assessment phase of this project has been made possible by the support of The
Green Light Plan. The Green Light Plan is a comprehensive transportation program to expedite and
improve roadway infrastructure throughout East Baton Rouge Parish funded through an existing
half percent sales tax. This program is overseen by the Baton Rouge area CRPC to ensure the
project is needed and desirable for improvement to the entire Parish. This project has been
identified as a candidate for federal assistance. All ongoing studies are being prepared under
supervision of FHWA using NEPA guidelines, which will allow for the use of federal funds upon
availability.
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5.9 Preferred Alternative

The impacts of each Alternative are seen in Table 5.2, the design matrix. The design matrix was
created by factoring the weight of each area of impact and multiplying that weighted percentage by
the ranked value for each alternative. The ranked value shown in Table 5.3 was created by using
the largest raw value for each as the denominator and dividing the raw value by that amount. The
factors that were considered are expressed in each table. The raw values of each factor can be
seen in Table 5.4. Exact values could not be calculated for minority impact, traffic efficiency, and
construction duration. These three values were ranked on a scale one to five with five being of
highest impact and one being the least. Other important factors that are not shown in the table are
waters of the US that were impacted and wetland mitigation; these factors are not shown because
they have the same impact for each alternative.

Table 5.2 Comparison of Alternatives - Design Matrix

Alternative 1 Alternative 2

Alternative 3

Design Matrix Signalized Double .
Intgersection Roundabouts Al

Initial Build Cost 24 24% 24% 24%
Construction Duration 8 8% 6% 3%
Traffic Efficiency 20 20% 8% 12%
Right-of-Way Acquirement 16 15% 16% 15%
Commercial Property Impacted 16 10% 16% 9%
Noise Impacted 4 4% 4% 4%

Adverse Impact to Minority or q 2 q
Low Income Populous 2 ok e ok
Total Values: 100 91% 79% 77%

Table 5.3 Comparison of Alternatives - Ranked Values

Alternative 1 Alternative 2

Maximum Alternative 3
Ranked Value Value Signalized Double Hvbrid
Intersection Roundabouts y

Initial Build Cost (dollars) $19,008,363 0.98 1.00 0.99
Construction Duration (years) 5 1.00 0.80 0.40
Traffic Efficiency (rank) 5 1.00 0.40 0.60
gight'Of'Way Acquirement $6,817,221 0.96 1.00 0.96

ost , ) . . .
Commercial Property Impacted 29 0.64 1.00 055
(# of Parcels) ) ) '
Noise Impacted 13 0.92 1.00 1.00
Adverse Impact to Minority or 5 0.80 0.40 0.80

Low Income Populous
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Table 5.4 Comparison of Alternatives - Raw Values

Alternative 1 Alternative 2

Alternative 3

Raw Values Signalized Double Hvbrid
Intersection Roundabouts y

Initial Build Cost (dollars) $18,722,671.59 $19,008,363.47 $18,758,363.47

Construction Duration (years) 5 4 2

Traffic Efficiency (rank) 5 2 3

Right-of-Way Acquirement Cost $6,558,652 $6,817,221 $6,577,575

Commercial Property Impacted

(# of Parcels) I e 12

Noise Impacted 12 12 12

Adverse Impact to Minority or 4 2 4

Low Income Populous

Table 5.5 Comparison of Alternatives - Environmental Factors

Alternative 1 Alternative 2

Alternative 3
Signalized Double

Intersection Roundabouts S

Wetland Impacts Acres 0.59 0.59 0.59
Water of the US Linear Ft 622.3 622.3 622.3
Prime Farmland Acres 0 0 0
Hazardous Material Impacts Rating R2 R2 R2
Potential T&E Impacts Rating R1 R1 R1
Noise Receivers Impacted

(>NAC or >10 dBA iFr)1crease) N leeT 12 2 12
4f Impacts Rating R1 R1 R1
Cultural Resource Impacts Rating R1 R1 R1
ROW Impacts Acres 5.37 4.16 3.71

Ranking Scale: R1 — Low Impact; R2 — Low/Medium Impact; R3 — Medium Impact; R4 — Medium/High Impact; R5 — High
Impact

It can be seen that with rounded values the difference between initial build costs is minimal.
Alternative 3 is expected to take the least amount of time. The traffic efficiency for Alternative 2
would have the most improvement, but ultimately is not at a great difference to Alternative 3. The
differences between Alternative 2 and Alternative 3 are minimal. A major difference appears in the
commercial impacts of Alternative 2.

Overall, Alternative 3, the hybrid, meets the purpose and need and has the least overall negative
impacts. Alternative 3 is the recommended alternative for this project.

H.007970 Old Hammond Highway Phase 2 | Draft EA | 101



6 References
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials. 2004. A Policy on Geometric
Design of Highways and Streets.

American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials. 2012. Guide for the
Development of Bicycle Facilities

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. 2010. 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design.

Buono, A. US Geographical Survey. The Southern Hills regional aquifer system of southeastern
Louisiana and southwestern Mississippi. Water-Resources Investigations Report 83-4189.
Feb 2012. https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/wri834189.

Capital Region Planning Commission. TransCAD outputs for Regional Travel Demand Model
years 2012, 2022, 2032. Provided in March 2013.

Capital Region Planning Commission and Louisiana Department of Transportation and
Development. 2013. Baton Rouge Metropolitan Transportation Plan 2037. June.

Federal Emergency Management Agency. 2012. Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps, FEMA Maps
22033C0260E. Accessed FEMA website. http://www.fema.org. Last accessed November 2016.

Federal Emergency Management Agency. Revised 2012. Flood Insurance Study, East Baton
Rouge Parish, Louisiana and Incorporated Areas.

Federal Highway Administration. 2002. NEPA and the Transportation Decision Making Process.
Publication No. FHWA-NHI-02-026. February.

Institute of Transportation Engineers. 2004. Trip Generation, 7t Edition.

Kuniansky, E.J., D.C. Dial, and D.A. Trudeau. 1989. Maps of the "400 foot," "600 foot," and
Adjoining Aquifers and Confining Beds, Baton Rouge Area, Louisiana, Water Resources
Technical Report No. 48.

Louisiana Department of Natural Resources website, SONRIS, www.dnr.louisiana.gov, last
accessed September 10, 2015.

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development. 2014. Engineering Directives and
Standards Manual No. IV.2.1.4. Median Openings on Divided Multi-Lane Roadways. June 2.

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development. 2014. Engineering Directives and
Standards Manual No. VI.3.1.6. Traffic Signals. July 8.

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development. 2009. Roadway Design Procedures and
Details.

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development. 2010. Final Report for Secretary of the
Department of Transportation and Development. Complete Streets Work Group. July 30.

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development. 2011. Hydraulics Manual.

H.007970 Old Hammond Highway Phase 2 | Draft EA | 102



Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development. 2013. Access Connections Policy.
December.

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. Endangered, Threatened, and Candidate Species
of East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana. Last accessed December 8, 2016.

Snead, J. and R. McCulloh. 1984. The Geologic Map of Louisiana.

Transportation Research Board of the National Academy of Sciences. 2010. Highway Capacity
Manual (HCM 2010).

US Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service website, Web Soil Survey,
www.websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov, last accessed November 1, 2016.

US Fish and Wildlife Service, John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier Resources System Map, 2016.

US Geological Survey. Charles W. Smoot. 1986. Louisiana Hydrologic Atlas Map No. 2: Areal
extent of freshwater in major aquifers of Louisiana. Water-Resources Investigations Report 86-
4150.

H.007970 Old Hammond Highway Phase 2 | Draft EA | 103



FORTE
TABLADA

APPENDIX A

Alternative 1

— URBANSYSTCNS Ine
o I
(GHD { 243 The Lakvold Group, LLC
“ ~ N
ﬁ \ Commercial Real Estute Appruisers and Consultunts
4

GHD | Environmental Assessment Supplement | 029998 (10) | Page 61




p—y (NOILD3ISHILNI 3ZITYNDIS HLIM NVIGIN 91) TN RTINS
~ } 3LVNY3ALTV aTng A
u.—-zcm ¥ 40 1 L33HS

- svawn L 3¥NOH

NITHOLVA

¢ 133HS _33S

004502 00+9€)Z vis 3

133HS SIHL 335
INMHOLVA

enon s}
L0t HONE CEANIOGM
VI-40- 1100 SRR - S~ m _
001 08 0 s 2
2L 1 g !
s ] »
i 2% I 5 1
u C= | - . m H
— g L. —— e e - - e e ’ '
- e = —
[ . [}
------- /ll
- e —
H-l : ..I'/llln
....... Illlllc' %\._.
..... m
AVMHI H ONOWRVH G10 = e T ~— £
......... J..M..l.
——— - = e T SEEERGE e EE—— W S G W — - - . - - — - T S N ———— - - - T L= gmu
o llll l-l L. S”
N ——.——. T . Iz
o - N~ e mm
=) © el e g
& g T
———
© 8 B \
—
o N
o
-
E; \
S
mEuuo . .
NOISITIOD -
— samowa " I . was IONINOYE 30 QUYAIINOS
AENY —— - h |
‘\\
e m e o mem m e s i — — e - o o e s aesmmee s e o - e n——an v 6
Namue wesoosgamas v eagmsismsun o semvm e ¢ mane cvwmmenmman &  esemmecwansemens o ¢ wt
- - -
- - -
- ||vi
T -
N AVMHIIH ONCWWYH G0 . [~ ) y
- - e v wmaEe [ppe—— Wl =1 .
Juk
2 > = g UE ozms..m
) - N3do
¢ g L ¢ s 3
b= va S dORS 13M43 X N
52 R
=z -
o o2
"2

NOWDNGOYA\VI QYO L D3S ONOWNYH Q10 98121 Z102\ ¥

DM | 133HS | LTv-v398 LT1\Y3 ¥0J 53N




(NOILD3SHILNI G3ZITVNDIS HLIM NVIGIN .91)

Q<._m ._' i E i 2
N I FLYNY3ILTIV QI8 A
N ¥ 40 Z 133HS
[
31404 2Ry -, o
N 00 = .1 :TWVIS — j
\WAM-HIO- JHOM O3RNOFG — 4. % 4‘
VA 40"LHOM DMLLSO - e = fr.m« Osﬂ .
N I v .
an3om 00l 05 S So z
. Ws >
vZzld I - @ ’ vr
I e e e m e — = OOE
W [, — H . - - o —— - — A-l I .... ..... emmncewmnrs  Baews AT Ema e ma " i WJ
g -7 TN - s | e ST e SR T e =
nZE s 3 wmmmse s emesmmeseemeee— LTty ¢ -— ag
nz - wn?
S_,..__\I - in
9 - e —
o - weemmeaeRn
BH - AVMHOHW GNOWAVH @O w
w - emmeemns  emmmeemmmotsmsssmmesseee smm mssswemoseRs RO o e
m 4 e eemmreoemaesm s edemmmd mweemndsemegesoSeEmIT =TT P = X phpmmal Y - .~ - /a
o o — - S— N ~
° : - oees LN . P oe +
| W : o o
IR 3 & x /2
n.ﬂ_ xm i gp b g m.u Y < ,MW“ : 1) o . S
= ’
Q LR 3WOW aNY - avTI00 4 2 09 xa :
o > A
# ~IHOVIQH & AWV N t o e E /
SLANOD FAXIG-NNM '
N o/ &
ANVHE ]
z ﬁ - [Z] !
2 J ipe i ows v . g oL v
_.G_Mm I\\ . - e - - - ll’.ll'll \WJ JO0HIS HOH
e meemnemn cuemes _ o - YNVISIE
BW - & . - — —— 2. — - N0 9 g
b @ - - A p 1 3
P =TT st -
n4 35 -~ T ———— e e . nE
> x> - T e oy P—— = e m=
9P g 52 - AVMHO H ONOWAYH 010 L mz
o ? e mmin ¢ ARt ITTERATIIANI T Atmm e sewmes e - ca—— »
N 3 = = s T elITI I = e, - s
&\ N ~N.L e < -
s\ \ \v N . ——- - - - N
Nyl \\ ” K o Il RS ———— el —— g
o n\. + N T el - e - O
U g o Py P ———— S
o £ NOX3 o o - —
o +
i &
I 3 o N
- Q
\..\ @ ...m.u...: - "hos % z<_m_rw.o_mmm g
) A @s3id v S \
o (=]

Yd\V3 GVO\L D35 GNOWNYH OT0  BRI1ZIN2102 ¥

OMO Z L33HS § 1TV V390 1Z1\VI H04 38 IWNVd NOY




4 (NOILO3SHILNI AIZITYNDIS HLIM NVIQIW .9L) . Fpotniipioad
S | ALYNNALTVY NG _—
' ¢ 40 € LIJHS
11404 = o

..... £3¥N9id
coocon 001 =, :TTVOS
AVNCI0-IHOR] CGMNORY
AVM-I0"LHORN DN ™= e |
E] 004 05 0
w A
) g z
v ) N . 3
~ w L g “Vum - - — Sm
_. 239008 NOLVE e i
=t g ONI —OLNV — T et m
< & 4, et N
............. — re esemreemetge e —_— e A Y e — i 3
Cor s e s remTs ety 4 0 summm sammse seees swewe - .U
= o
- - . Tg
e S Loy - m
- — HOl  GNO H Q10 et - e N
A e W
—— - g
..... — Pt L eeyyb b byt il S LTy TL +
<. T - . 2
N > 1 m N
% Avn?.nu @ a ﬂ i, ﬁ. MW. P ' '
© v,  HL T S fa O .
+ - 2 T <+ - iy 3% X - - $
@® oy [T =¥ =] 2> Q Jﬁ gt
o “ N3G NOURLITEVHINSE 2o - . -1 o Y
b S N m g ar
<t “20¥7d ADN323 a [ a

NOLLJGOYd V3 AvO\L OIS ONONWYH 00 9RIZE 21 2\ o

DMG £ L33HS | L7V YI9F 12 (1\V3 BOJ $3UNOIS




: p—y (NOILOZSHALNI FZIYNDIS HAIM NVIGIW 91) . wowsomaomen
D } ILYNNILTY aiNg =
w._.m_cm H ¥ 40 ¥ 133HS
- wvenn 1 3uN914
_— 001 = .1 FIVOS
AVMIOrAHON QRENTTI
AVM-IO-EHORN DNILSOCE C ™
a Eql 05 0

HILNID .
NOISITI0D ¢,

S.NMONE -

——— e @ Em———

—
k-4
€

3NN3AY
WYHONIMONG

ouod XNw39y
3ONIAO¥d 30 Q¥VAIINOS
"
-
s A
o ose [ . - - g—— —_——

AVMHOIH ONOWRVH 010

- o —- o —— -t = = o e e —
(L KE N
[}
. o OWNVHd
£ - Bh. N3dD
d0 13N
WY U3

NOULDNA0US\YI AYO\L O3S ONONWYH Q10 9B1ZL 2102 ¥

DMQ°L L3IHS | LTv-¥I9R1Z1\v3 04 STUNDIS




APPENDIX B

Alternative 2

PO vrearcvsrouss -
FORTE ‘GHD & 288 The Lakvold Group, LLC
T A B L A D A E \,l Commercial Reul Estate Appraisers and Consultunts

GHD | Environmental Assessment Supplement | 029998 (10) | Page 62




(SLNOAVANNOY Z HLIM NVIG3W 94) gt
Z3LVYN¥3LIV QNG A
u._.zcm €40 | 133HS

w  svesa 8 ANDS
voncmn 004 =.1 :3TVOS
YO MR RSO
AVM-20-LHODE DNUETES - —
ON 001 A0S 0 = H
b N | I !
oSr o i El :
z q £3 | _ & |
> »E .
a i R8 e e -
wnZ = - v syt Jps S e S P I - -
M oo 7 se=mse e b ¢ handii b 2 NN
_.Jm - -’-lnt.l’l —
wn - e, T M —
HB -— T e —
n> y —r w
lZ. ..... - .I/ -~ TJ
Z% ................. AVMHOIH GNOWRYH Q10 ——— e ..lll. Jm.m
it - —— e — - e — e e e e m————— T, iy 7
m —— - m— - - —— - - I/ll ot — —— — ——— s SsW
T — R SM
N - S~ el Am
o ~— e LT G
[4;] [(e] ~— —~————
+ (7] -
o + ~—~
S 8 - \
~d
a N
o
+
3 \
(=]
¥INID
NOISITIGD -
—  sprmoss ~f ey Xavaa JONWOUd 30 GEVAIINOE
- [ X . -
| -
B e m e ——— ——— - —— .- — e —— —— ce—— e e e——e ¢ cemmecmmeom—as - 4 — wem o e &
_.JW ........ e e — cowmiue  sammmeammmcmene o .3 el
a3 e
=
'D ——,
s.u_lu ——
%M - —
ma cemmmae e oo menmmes s oo g o -~ — =
AVMHOIH GNOWWYH Box\.\
- — = = — . e w— — PN . <3 —
- e c'l.' \\ b —
N - 2 - S e = DNYYHd
© 0 ® £ - 2 B~ N3do
g & 3= 8 T e 3
dOHS 1INYIN
S o o R S N
o o o .o o

INNIAY
WYHONINONE
=X Lw)
<
%
[V~ 23

MO | L3IHS 2 LTV VIGW1Z1\VE HOJ S3U AWV NOILD Yd\vd OVO\L OIS ONOWNYH 010 R 121 21072\ ¥




va 1491 [ (SLNOSVANNOY Z HLIM NVIGIN 91) J—
O Z ALYNN3LTV aTing e
A €402 133HS
u._.zam = uvess [ | 8 3¥n9ld
O 001 = .1 3OS
(A0 LHO0E DML SDCY E - Q«WWQ q.
aN 004 05 0 af , c
vzZld % < i gll > L |I|\\ m.m
[ H - . com—— - ot - - — 08 e - [y
2 - i H e - = = e ams Smmmebem s s st s smemen o —- - \v_l...NJ
o .- \ e = mmmm—mmm e T T L e ———t - 2
= N remen - mesmmesmmecms - . — 4 ¢ = ]
m_m ........ UL i s
o - - u_..n.u
4 T s evemeem e, S
= i — r :
i s ageeamssm———armmrs s ——— e —— e ———— =
g e e et oy e B m—_n 88 T o L e = = - = —— See—e e N
3 plireibimarlgelglsiegelgh e - N
o
H - H—Ml .\u N Wu.- ‘n m
I : 5 - % /8
(3] WN a B m 8 m Y < \ ‘ o R S
+ > —
8 2 ! JWON NV @ \/\ ¥vTI00 4 00vXaL :
© R ~3HOVION ARV \/\ % R \ . /
sLnNot \l/u.xanzzs g \. »
z - Advys \ 9}
I - N INY v \ of ,
0z - T Cem———— Sh 00HDS HOIH
mE —— L e s e e e s e ] 2. . — YNVISINOA 1z
2 - Ll Tee—-. b3
e e —— 1 o
To T T e LT —_— g
SI_ - .. _.n.\..un
wn® = 3..W
N o
s za
+ 5 u.v
o . g
o T
8 .o 3
2 5 ; z
£% ¢
A
]/
VR

¥A\VI QY \1 D3IS ONOWWYH Q10 9EL21 2102\ ¥

OMO Z 133HS 2 1TV VI9RLZI\YS HOJ SIENTHINVYIE NOI




~ary
~ 5
.

08+6¥¢
N
. ! !
1] é II-
%«&ﬁﬁﬁu{;g '

F

[~ 4

28
zg !
“qF -FE i
a- 1 i

L

a Nosm_,ﬁ

00+5¥¢

oy

ot

o) f ' '
i tt !
! j
. /)
: b,
J fa
[H .
i I
. .
| &
LH T
vz . I
. & 1
3z -
B |
3 :
© '
1]
|I fe
ﬂ. :d;ggf‘
- " 'm'”
wavd e
m

e
i

P

PR ' S 335
00+5€¢ 00,,9%1133{\5 oL

—_— e
OMQ £ 13IHS T LTV VI9RI1ZINYI ¥02 mnm;\-ﬁinou:)nuou\n m:l D35 ONOWNYH 010 98121 21 Z‘l

100

EXNTING RIGHT-OF - WAY
ASDURED RIGHT-OF-WAY

. FORTE

100

SCALE: 1"

-

umman
’
[y
.~
~
«
)
7

p—
||

FIGURE 8
SHEET 3 OF 3
BUILD ALTERNATE 2
(16* MEDIAN WITH 2 ROUNDABOUTS)




APPENDIX C

Alternative 3

FORTE
TABLADA

218 The Lakvold Group, LLC

Commercial Real Estate Appruisers and Consultunts

GHD | Environmental Assessment Supplement | 029998 (10) | Page 63




(LNOBVANNOY | HLIM NVIA3W 91) R L e
- £ JLVYNN¥ILIV aung A
m._.zam s €40} 133HS
-

..... 6 3¥NOId

tonon.
A0 LHTR AIRSNOS

r

- e
—

s 03 o
JOVTIA

qooMmIvd
[
1
[
[
]
[
]
]
]
]
)
'
ARG M W 3

’.nl..ll - e -

L]
Rt TN
.
e

7 _133HS _33S
00+G0Z VIS 3ANIHOLYA

133HS SIHL 33
ANFTHOLVA

AVMHIIH ONOWWYH Q10 wm
- et = - H — - pumap o wETew sammmae . - : : 0 v = o @ @ ——
|.\.||| . ;......P .

ONaVHd .
- £g 2 B N3 O .~I

- -
[} ~
g 3
o dOHS L3My3 r'y
o o

WY 3L3

00+061
00+S
INNIAY
WYHONIYINE

"o

MO’ L33HS £ LTV-VIITIZI\V3 BO4 SIUNIINY I NOILONGOUIYI QYO L D35S ONOWWYH TR0 9B1LZ1INZI0Z W




i BN ooy e o —
u.—-zc& H €402 133HS

----- 6 dNOId

92 VIS 3Ny

gth “ %
001 05 0 S
I , £
m 7! — >
vzzd ol ) .
Zz H H - - o - ——— - — - — - \-—3“
z _ y _ e TR TSI g
a  -- - ———— = S o) - ) - <,
ot vmmns  emmmsu & eemmam—ne v oemsa e B9
HM llllllll _ S.V
S_.1_ - - wz
v - B
my i w
a AVMHOIH GNOWAVH 010 _r 3
C:.ZL T v — gt s e - — o —— | — =
¥ N O o - T /R
m - e S Wb JEiwe— esmp—— ——— z 0
ey S % z
n o= | @ + o
[3d Ei] m o . o .
| %« ¥ 8 . 7
o»r
= £ 30N any © 3 Toa p——
© > ~3HOVION IS . /
SLONOD A ] Y
I -NNW ry
AN il P
s - ay . Auvag ! o, hd
3 - ~; Nv @ gl ;8
3 ’ / $3 7 2 v
©g o - T e e——— - . L J00HIS HOH
mE e — —— e, ;e ——— VRVISINOT o9
mn.:m ~ Na?.fi ..... . - |
T LT e, ~— 3
SW. V II" —— ..,’..hl ———e———— hi4
@ AVMHOIH ONOWAYH 010 T e, m
RN T e ra—ee et e wvmae e e
_H_W . . - T, — — -~ m:
) - . —— e e e - m
N P gppeanss N T ———— - 8
[ [ e ———L e, +
o v & e N - —— T sdemma - O
4 - J‘I" S
& 3¢ / S a —_—
P2 - r m———
© \me /7 w g — (=]
Y - A
= / * ~n/\/ © S
. J N~y NVISINOT . K
. nos 40
/ as3ud N s 3
HLIV3 S

.

Bd\Y3 QYDA D35 ONONWYH 010 98120 21 2\

OMA'Z A33HS € LTV VISTLZI\VE BOJ S3Y D3 NVd NOY




- - ! ad
08+6¥C | P
i §§ EE
R YO £
% ] it
g )
n N

R
A
b
E
.

NG
ON
—~

EGENCY PLACE™=

N
ABIL

oF FE.
of &

100
‘I\
)

50
Py vmsaw

8
; :
| I w
i 2
! : i
m! . i
* AT NOSNYA -
00+SvZ -
[t ~ H -
5 F i
i
i =
I Y 3
: a
) / ng
i ‘ oS3
o wOyx
le i
| & : ZWE
nz Bwiz
i g | 23
. = 1 w
° ‘ H )!.-'
| ete
[: JPPRTS . Kol
| & n't:
[} m 2
-00+0%¢C . i ‘
¢ |
- il
. k| it
‘ ! .
b | ‘\‘
S Bt |
i « |\_ "

: 335
I
0

mansussnses vy e — e Re——————
DMQ £ 13315 € LTV V39 1Z11V3 BOJ STUNDIANYId NOLLINGOYd v3 G¥D\L D35 ONOWWYH Q10 98121 28 2 ¥



FORTE
TABLADA

APPENDIX D

Public Meeting

=1
(g ]»

UUUUU SYSTCWVSIne

C
’
+ 4 288 The Lakvold Group, LLC
N Commercial Real Estate Appraisers and Consultunty
)

GHD | Environmental Assessment Supplement | 029998 (10) | Page 64




Federal Aid Project No. HOOU/9 /0
State Project No. H.007970

City Parish Project No. 12-CS-H -0043
East Baton Ro ge aris , LA

Old Hammond Highway (LA 426)

Boulevard De Province to Millerville Road

BTUDY AREA

CENTERLINE PROJECT LIMITS
75504 PROJECT LENGTH IN FEET

Su  ary of Public Meeting 1
August 4, 2016

repared by:

FORTE K
TABLADA




Federal Ald Project No. HOU/Y /U
State Project No. H.007970

City Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0043
East Baton Rouge Parish, LA

TABLE OF CONTENTS

l. Introduction

ll. Public Meeting Notice
lll. Media Coverage

IV. Meeting Events

V. Attendance

VI. Public Comments

Appendices




IL.

Old Hammond Highway (LA 426)
Public Meeting 1

INTRODUCTION

A public meeting for the Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) Boulevard De
Province to Millerville Road Environmental Assessment was held at the
Fairwood Branch Library in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, on August 4, 2016. The
meeting was held as an open house format from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. City
Parish officials, Green Light Plan program representatives, and project team
engineers were on hand to receive comments and address questions related to
the proposed project.

This document provides a summary of the August 4, 2016 public meeting
events, copies of the public meeting material, sign-in sheets, and media
coverage

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

A public notice was published in the Baton Rouge Advocate Newspaper on
July 18, 2016 and July 25, 2016. The copy of the advertisement and affidavit
proof of publication are provided in Appendix A. An informational letter
indicating the project name, purpose of the meeting, date, place, and time was
mailed to stakeholders and elected officials. The sample letter and the list of
addresses are provided in Appendix B.

The public meeting was also advertised on Green Light Plan website with a
link to the posted Advocate notice.
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IV.

Old Hammond Highway (LA 426)
Public Meeting 1

PRESS RELEASE / MEDIA COVERAGE

The Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) Boulevard De Province to Millerville
Road Environmental Assessment was announced on the Baton Rouge news
WBRZ television station’s website on August 3, 2016. Copies of media
coverage for the public meeting are provided in Appendix C.

MEETING EVENTS

The public meeting was organized in an open house format. The meeting
included a prerecorded loop power point presentation, which provided
information on the proposed Old Hammond Highway widening project and
the environmental process of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
The presentation played on a continuous loop lasting approximately 20
minutes in length. The power point presentation and the handouts are provided
in Appendix D. The meeting also included walk-in exhibit rooms which
displayed project information to provide members of the public the
opportunity to interact directly with program and public officials to discuss
the planned study. Copies of the exhibits are provided in Appendix D.

The purpose of the public meeting was to provide information about the
proposed project, the proposed build alternatives, the environmental process,
estimated project timeline and the next step in the process.

ATTENDANCE

Twenty nine people registered their attendance on the sign-in sheets.

Copies of the sign-in sheets for the public info ation meeting are provided
in Appendix E.
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Old Hammond Highway (LA 426)
Public Meeting 1

PUBLIC COMMENTS

The public was offered opportunities for submitting their comments for the
record. A comment form was provided in the handout packet and a transcriber
was available during the course of the meeting to record verbal comments.
Two written comments were received at the meetings. Two comments were
received via email prior to the meeting. Copies of the comments received are
provided in Appendix F.
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OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC MEETING

OLD HAMMOND HIGHWAY (LA 426)
(BOULEVARD DE PROVINCE TO MILLERVILLE ROAD -
PHASE 2) EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH, LOUISIANA CITY
PARISH PROJECT NO. 12-CS-HC-0043 STATE PROJECT
NO. H.007970 FEDERAL AID PROJECT HO07970

The City of Baton Rouge, Parish of East Baton Rouge
Department of Transportation and Drainage (DTD) and
the Green Light Plan, in conjunction with the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Louisiana
Department of Transportation and Development
(DOTD), will hold an open house style public meeting on
August 4, 2016 to present the proposed alternatives on
widening Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) from two
lanes to four lanes with access management changes
along Old Hammond Highway from Boulevard De
Province to Millerville Road - Phase 2.

City-Parish officials, Green Light Plan program
representatives, and project team engineers will be on-
hand to receive comments and answer questions related
to the proposed project. Additionally, officials will
provide attendees with information about the project’s
anticipated timeframe, the environmental study process,
proposed alternatives, and future public involvement
opportunities. All interested parties are invited and
encouraged to attend this public meeting, scheduled for
the following location, date, and time:

Fairwood Branch Library,
12910 Old Hammond Highway,
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Thursday, August 4, 2016
5:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. (OPEN HOUSE)

The meeting will be held as an open house format. A
prerecorded presentation will play continuously
throughout the meeting. Members of the public may
arrive at any time between 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.
Verbal public comments can be recorded. Written
statements may also be submitted at the meeting, sent
via postal mail to the address shown below, or submitted
via email to Ohh-segl-env@forteandtablada.com. All
comments received or postmarked within 10 days
following the meeting will become part of the official
meeting transcript.

This meeting will be held in accordance with regulatory
requirements including the American with Disabilities
Act. In the event a member of the public wishes to
participate in this meeting but may require special
assistance due to a disability, please contact Forte and
Tablada, Inc. at the address shown below or by
telephone at (225) 927-9321 at least five working days
prior to the meeting.

Forte and Tablada, Inc.
Attn: Mark Kessler
9107 Interline Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA 70809
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Amite River Basin Commission
3535 S Sherwood Forest Blvd. Suite 135
Baton Rouge, LA, 70816

Baton Rouge Green Association
439 N 11th Street
Baton Rouge, LA, 70802-4607

Capital Region Planning Commission
Post Office Box 3355
Baton Rouge, LA, 70821

Department Of Emergency Management

Emergency Operations Center
3773 Harding Blvd.
Baton Rouge, LA, 70807

East Baton Rouge Parish School Board
P.O. Box 2950
Baton Rouge, LA, 70821

Hon. Alfred C. Williams LA House Of
Representatives (District 61)

701 S. Acadian Thruway

Baton Rouge, LA, 70806

Hon. Dalton W. Honore' LA House Of
Representatives (District 63)

8776 Scenic Hwy.

Baton Rouge, LA, 70807

Hon. Edward C. James Il LA House Of
Representatives (District 101)

3213 Monterrey Blvd. Suite B

Baton Rouge, LA, 70814

Hon. Kenneth E. Havard LA House Of
Representatives (District 62)

P.O. Box 217

Baton Rouge, LA, 70748

Baton Rouge Bicycle Club
P.O. Box 253
Baton Rouge, LA, 70821

Capital Area Groundwater Conservation
Commission

3535 S Sherwood Forest Blvd. Suite 137
Baton Rouge, LA, 70816

Capital Soil & Water Conservation District

of LA.
907 Florida Ave. SW
Denham Springs, LA, 70726

East Baton Rouge Parish City Government

P.O.Box 1471
Baton Rouge, LA, 70821

East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff
P.O. Box 2406
Baton Rouge, LA, 70821

Hon. Barry Ivey LA House Of
Representatives (District 65)
P.O. Box 78286

Baton Rouge, LA, 70837

Hon. Dan Claitor Louisiana State Senate
(District 16)

320 Somerulos St.

Baton Rouge, LA, 70802

Hon. Erich Edward Ponti LA House Of
Representatives (District 69)

7341 Jefferson Hwy. Suite J

Baton Rouge, LA, 70806

Hon. Mack "Bodi" White Jr. Louisiana
State Senate (District 6)

808 O'Neal Lane

Baton Rouge, LA, 70816

Baton Rouge Police Dept
9000 Airline Hwy
Baton Rouge, LA, 70815

Capital Area Transit System
2250 Florida 8lvd.
Baton Rouge, LA, 70802

Chamber Of Commerce
564 Laurel St.
Baton Rouge, LA, 70801

East Baton Rouge Parish Metro Council
P.O. Box 1471
Baton Rouge, LA, 70821

EBR City Planning Commission Planning
Director

P.O. Box 1487

Baton Rouge, LA, 70821

Hon. Dale Erdey Louisiana State Senate
(District 13)

P.O. Box 908

Baton Rouge, LA, 70754

Hon. Darrel P. Ourso LA House Of
Representatives (District 66)
17451 Jefferson Hwy. Suite C
Baton Rouge, LA, 70817

Hon. Franklin J. Foil LA House Of
Representatives (District 70)
320 Somerulos St.

Baton Rouge, LA, 70802

Hon. Patricia Haynes Smith LA House Of
Representatives (District 67)

251 Florida St. Suite 300

Baton Rouge, LA, 70801



Hon. Regina Ashford Barrow LA House Of
Representatives (District 29)

4811 Harding Blvd.

Baton Rouge, LA, 70811

Hon. Stephen F. Carter LA House Of
Representatives (District 68)

3115 Old Forge

Baton Rouge, LA, 70808

Mayor City of Baton Rouge Hon. Melvin
"Kip" Holden

P.O. Box 1471

Baton Rouge, LA, 70821

Coalition To Restore Coastal Louisiana
Kimberly Reyher, Executive Director
6160 Perkins Rd. Suite 225

Baton Rouge, LA, 70808

Department Of Culture Recreation &
Tourism Division Of Archaeology
P.O. Box 44247

Baton Rouge, LA, 70804

Department Of Public Safety Highway
Safety Commission

P.O. Box 66336

Baton Rouge, LA, 70896

Division Of Administration Facility
Planning & Control

P.O. Box 94095

Baton Rouge, LA, 70804

Louisiana Department Of Natural
Resources Office Of Mineral Resources
P.O. Box 2827

Baton Rouge, LA, 70821

Louisiana State University Sea Grant Legal
Advisory Service James G. Wilkins

227B Sea Grant Building

Baton Rouge, LA, 70803

Hon. Rick Ward 1l Louisiana State Senate
(District 17)

3741 Hwy. 1

Port Allen, LA, 70767

Hon. Valarie Hodges LA House Of
Representatives (District 64)
35055 LA Hwy. 16 Suite 2A
Denham Springs, LA, 70706

Mississippi River Trail, Inc.
858 North Jackson Dr.
Fayetteville, AR, 72701

Department Of Agriculture And Forestry
Office Of Forestry

P.O. Box 1628

Baton Rouge, LA, 70821

Department Of Health And Hospitals
Divisions Of Environmental Health ATTN:
Yuanda ZHU

P.O. Box 4489

Baton Rouge, LA, 70821

Department Of Environmental Quality

Baton Rouge, LA, 70802

Division Of Administration State Land
Office

P.O. Box 44124

Baton Rouge, LA, 70804

Louisiana Forestry Association ATTN: Mr.
Buck Vandersteen

P.O. Box 5067

Alexandria, LA, 71307

National Park Service Southeast Region
ATTN: Anita Jackson

100 Alabama St., SW 1924 Building
Atlanta, GA, 30303

Hon. Sharon Weston Broome Louisiana
State Senate (District 15)

P.0O.Box 52783

Baton Rouge, LA, 70892-2783

Hon. Yvonne Dorsey-Colomb Louisiana
State Senate (District 14)

1520 Thomas H. Delpit Dr. Suite 226
Baton Rouge, LA, 70802

U.S. House Of Representatives Hon. Cedri
Richmond (District 2)

2021 Lakeshore Dr. Suite 309

New Orleans, LA, 70122

Department Of Agriculture And Forestry
Office Of Soil/Water Conservation

P.O. Box 3554

Baton Rouge, LA, 70821

Department Of Health And Hospitals
Tenney Sibley, Chief Sanitarian

P.O. Box 629

Baton Rouge, LA, 70821-0629

Department Of Wildlife & Fisheries
Louisiana Natural Heritage Program
P.O. Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA, 70898

Louisiana Department Of Natural
Resources Office Of Conservation
P.O. Box 94275

Baton Rouge, LA, 70804-9275

Louisiana Good Roads Association
P.0O. Box 3713
Baton Rouge, LA, 70821

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Kevin D. Norton

3737 Government St.

Alexandria, LA, 71302



U.S. House Of Representatives Hon.
Charles W. Boustany, Jr. MD (District 3)
800 Lafayette St. Suite 1400

Lafayette, LA, 70501

U.S. House Of Representatives Hon. Ralph
Abraham (District 5)

417 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC, 20515

7

United States Senate Senator David Vitter
2800 Veterans Memorial Blvd. Suite 201

U.S. House Of Representatives Hon.
Garret Graves (District 6)

2351 Energy Drive Suite 1200
Baton Rouge, LA, 70808

U.S. House Of Representatives Hon. Steve
). Scalise (District 1)

110 Veterans Blvd. Suite 500

Metarie, LA, 70005

U.S. House Of Representatives Hon. John
Fleming (District 4)

6425 Youree Dr. Suite 350

Shreveport, LA, 71105

United States Senate Senator Bill Cassidy
M.D.

5555 Hilton Avenue Suite 100

Baton Rouge, LA, 70808



«AddressBlock»

Re: Notice of Open House Public Meeting
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426)
(Boulevard De Province to Millerville Road — Phase 2)
City Parish Project Number 12-CS-HC-0043
State Project No. H.007970
Federal Aid Project No. H007970
East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana

«GreetingLine»

The City of Baton Rouge, Parish of East Baton Rouge Department of Transportation and Drainage (DTD) and
the Green Light Plan, in conjunction with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Louisiana
Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD), will hold an Open House Public Meeting for the
captioned project from 5:00 to 8:00 pm, on Thursday, August 4, 2016. The meeting will be held at the
Fairwood Branch Library at 12910 Old Hammond Highway. A notice with this information will be published
in the Advocate to inform the public.

The purpose of this meeting is to inform the public of the proposed project and to provide an opportunity for
them to express their comments, views, and concerns. For your reference and information, attached is a copy
of the public notice.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact Mark Kessler at
kesslerm@forteandtablada.com or (225) 927-9321.

Very truly yours,
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Public meeting set on Old Hammond Hwy.
widening project

News wB Alicia Serrano

K

BATON ROUGE - A pub ic meeting will be held on Thursday to present proposed a ternatives on widening Old
Hammond Highway.

he w dening will expand the highway from two lanes to four lanes with access management changes along
the Old Hammond Highway from Boulevard De Province to Millerville Road.

he City fBaton Rouge, Parish of East Baton Rouge Department of Transportation and Drainage, the Green
L ght P an the Federa H ghway Administration and the Louisiana Department of Transportation and
Deve opment are hosting the meeting. Officials will be at the meeting to address comments and questions
about the project.

Off cials will also provide attendees with informat on abo t the proje s time frame, the environmental study
proce s and proposed alte natives.

The meeting I1s schedu ed for Thursday from 5 p.m o 8 p.m. at the Fairwood Branch Library on Old Hammond
Highway.
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OldHam on High y(
BoulevardD Province illerville Road

Open House Pu lic
August4 16
50 pm
‘dPoj ¢t o HOO7870
P )ectNo.H 007270
City Parish Proj ct No. 043
E t tonRou Pansh
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LOUISIANA  PARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION & DEVELOMMENT

Introduction:

e Welcome to the Public Meeting presentation for Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) Boulevard De
Province to Millerville Road.



Project A ea

waty M

PROECT WL
TP
- oo m o)

— e R

Project Area

e The project begins at Boulevard De Province and runs northeast along Louisiana Highway 426 or
Old Hammond Highway for 7550 feet to tie into the Millerville Intersection. The area within the
yellow dashed rectangle is considered the study area and the area encompassed by the blue
dashes is the Project Area.



Project Background

» In 1997-1998 the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development
(DOTD} performed an Environmental Assessment (EA) for Old Hammond Highway
from Airline Highway to Millerville Road and divided the project into two phases

DOTD constructed the first phase from Airline Highway to Boulevard De Province
and the second phase was not completed due to funding

+ The City of Baton Rouge/East Baton Rouge Parish and DOTD have determined a 1
need to increase capacity along Old Hammond Highway between Boulevard De 5
Province and Millerville Road {Phase 2).
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Project Background

In 1997-1998 the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) performed
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for Old Hammond Highway from Airline Highway to
Millerville Road and divided the project into two phases.

DOTD constructed the first phase from Airline Highway to Boulevard De Province and the
second phase was not completed due lack of funding .

The City of Baton Rouge/East Baton Rouge Parish and DOTD have determined a need to increase
capacity along Old Hammond Highway between Boulevard De Province and Millerville Road
which is Phase 2. We are now updating this Environmental Assessment .



NEPA Environmental Review Process

b |
+ The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) was passed in 1969 establishing

the first major federal ervironmental law,

» This act requires agencies to use a systematic interdisciplinary approach to
consider environmental effects
* NEPA compliance process, consists of the following:
Purpose and Need
- Alernatlve Development
Traffic Analysis
- Environmental impacts
- Alternative Screening
Public Involvement
- NEPA Documentation
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NEPA Environmental Review Process

e The National Environmental Policy Act or NEPA was passed in 1969 establishing the first major
federal environmental law.

» This act requires agencies to use a systematic interdisciplinary approach to consider
environmental effects on a project.

e The NEPA compliance process, consists of the following:

o A Purpose and Need

An Alternative Development

A Traffic Analysis

An Environmental Impacts

An Alternative Screening

With Public Involvement

And then the NEPA Documentation

O 0O 0 0 0o



COMPLETE

COMPLETE

CURRENT
CURRENT
CURRENT

NEXT STEP

NE A Process

Develop Purpose and Need for the Project

Develop Reasanable and Feasibie Bulld Atteratives to Address the
Project Need

Evaluate Environmental Impacts of the Bulld Alternatives

Public Involvement and Input

Summariza Evaluation in the Draft Environmental ssment (EA)

I l Public Hearing on the Drafl EA

NEXT STEP

NEPA Process to Date

e Sofarin the NEPA process, we have developed a purpose and need for the project along with

Prepare Final EA / Decision (Finding of No Significant Impact)

A

reasonable and feasible alternatives to address the project need.

e We are currently evaluating environmental impacts of the build alternatives, summarizing the
evaluation in the Draft Environmental Assessment, and analyzing the public involvement and

input.

e The next step of our project will be to hold a public hearing on the Draft Environmental

Assessment and prepare a Final Environmental Assessment.




Purpose and Need

|

The purpose and need in the Environmental Document is to justify to the public and
stakeholders that the potential funds are necessary and warrant the project. The
preliminary purpose and need for this study is 8s foflows:

PURPOSE

» The purpose of the proposed project is to provide roadway continuity with two
through lanes in each direction and improve roadway safety and traffic
operations.

NEED

*  The need for the project is to address exlsting capacity deficiencles., to
accommodate future traffic growth. and to address roadway and intersection
improvements needed for operational safety.

e & O T ool AT

The Purpose and Need

e The purpose and need in the Environmental Document is to justify to the public and
stakeholders that the potential funds are necessary and warrant the project. The preliminary
purpose and need for this study is as follows:

o The purpose of the proposed project is to provide roadway continuity with two through
lanes in each direction and improve roadway safety and traffic operations

o The need for the project is to address existing capacity deficiencies, to accommodate
future traffic growth, and to address roadway and intersection improvements needed
for operational safety.




Alternative Development

The following items are considered when developing the alternatives:

+  Public Input

« Existing and Future Development

+ Impacts to Environmentally Sensitive Features
+  Meet Purpose and Need

¢ Cost

+  Traffic Analysis

vEyas
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Alternative Development

The following items are considered when developing alternatives
o Public Input
Existing and Future Developments of the area
Impacts to Environmentally Sensitive Features in the area
Meet the Purpose and Need of the proposed project
Develop a Cost of the proposed project
And perform Traffic Analysis of the existing and future development

O 0O O 0O O




Build Iternative 1

b |
Four Lane Divided Highway (12 foot inside anes 14 foot outs de shared anes

Ralsed Medlan with desl natedturn anes
— (16-ft and 30-it med anw dths considered)

Signalized intersection at South Flannerywith add tiona turn anes
B-Foot Sldewatk (both s das of roadway}
Curb and Gutter Draine e
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Build Alternative 1

e AFour Lane Divided Highway with Raised 16’ or 30’ width medians with designated turn lanes
was considered. Along with signalized intersection at South Flannery with additional turn lanes.

e A 6-foot sidewalk would be along both sides of the roadway for pedestrians and a 14 foot
outside shared lane for cyclists.



Build A ternative 2

N
Fou Lane D vided Highway 12-foot inside anes 14-foot outs de shared anes

Ralsed Medlan, w th designatedt rn anes
116t and 30-t med anw dths considered)

* Roundabout at the South Flannery inte  ction
Roundabout att e Bou evard De P ovince Inters ¢t on
B-Foot Sidewa k(both s des of oadway
Curb and Gutter D ainage
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Build Alternative 2

e A Four Lane Divided Highway with Raised 16’ or 30’ width medians with designated turn lanes
was considered. A Roundabout at the South Flannery intersection and a Roundabout at the
Boulevard De Province intersection was considered.

e A6-foot sidewalk would be along both sides of the roadway for pedestrians and a 14 foot
outside shared lane for cyclists.
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Build Alt rnative 3

N
Four Lane D vided Highway (12 foot inside anes 14 foot outs de shared anes

RaisedMedian, with designated turn anes
— [16-t and 30- mad anw dths considerad)

Roundabout at the South Flannery intersection
6-Foot Stdewalk (both sides of roadway
Curb and Gutter D alnage
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Build Alternative 3

e AFour Lane Divided Highway with Raised 16’ or 30’ width medians with designated turn lanes
was considered. A Roundabout at the South Flannery intersection was considered.
A 6-foot sidewalk would be along both sides of the roadway for pedestrians and a 14 foot
outside shared lane for cyclists.



Alternatives Previously Considered
h |

The previous ervironmental document for the widening of Old Hammond HWY
{LA 4286) from Boulevard De Province to Millerviile Road included a flve lane
roadway section consisting of four travel lanes and a single continuous turn
lane
That alternative has been dropped from further consideration because
Louisiana EDSM IV.2.1.4 now requires any multi-lane roadway to be constructed
with a medlan, which excludes a ¢ontinuous center turn lane.,
In addition, that alternative

Does not comply with LA DOTD's Access Management Policy

— Does not comply with LA DOTD's Complete Streets Policy
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Alternatives Previously Considered

The previous environmental document for the widening of Old Hammond HWY (LA 426) from
Boulevard De Province to Millerville Road included a five lane roadway section consisting of four
travel lanes and a single continuous turn lane.

That alternative has been dropped from further consideration because Louisiana EDSM IV.2.1.4
now requires any multi-lane roadway to be constructed with a median, which excludes a
continuous center turn lane.

In addition, that alternative does not comply with LA DOTD’s Access Management Policy and it
also does not comply with LA DOTD’s Complete Streets Policy



Typical Boulevard Sections
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Traffic Analysis

The foliowing scenarios were analyzed as part of the traffic study

* Existing Conditions
« Implementation Year 2020 - Suild and No Bulld
+ DesignYear 2040 - Build and No Build

The following intersections were analyzed in this study:

¢ Boulevard De Province + West Azalea Park Drive
* Buckingham Avenue » East Azalea Park Drive
» Elwick Drive *  Manson Drive

Stone Gate Drive + Ponderosa Drive
+ Queen Cathy Drive * Millerville Road

urpan .0
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Traffic Analysis

* The following scenarios were analyzed as part of the traffic study

o Existing Conditions, implementation Year 2020 — Build and No Build, and Design Year
2040 — Build and No Build

* The following intersections were analyzed in the study:
o Boulevard De Province

Buckingham Avenue

Elwick Drive

Stone Gate Drive

Queen Cathy Drive

West Azalea Park Drive

East Azalea Park Drive

Manson Drive

Ponderosa Drive

Millerville Road
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Environmental Impacts

Impacts to the following environmental features and constraints will be assessed

and guantified for each alternative studied

Land Use
Recreational Sources
Social & Economic
Air Quality

Noise

Water Resources
Wetlands

Wildlife

Floodplains

Cultural Resources

Environmental Impacts

Impacts to the following environmental features and constraints will be assessed and quantified

for each alternative studied:
Land Use
Recreational Sources
Social & Economic
Air Quality

Noise

Water Resources
Wetlands

Wwildlife

Floodplains

Cultural Resources
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Access Management

LEFT TURN MOVEMEN S

€O  NTIONAL INTERSECTION

Access Managementis used to o
improve efficlency and sa ety
on roadways

RIGH IN/RIGHT OUT W/ U TURN NTERSECTION
It spro  edto incorporate a

ra sed medianalon Od
Hammond Hi way (LA 426 to
ad ncontrollin tu nin
movementson and off O d
Hammond Highway LA 426 .
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Access Management

e Access Management is used to improved efficiency and safety on roadways
* ltis proposed to incorporate a raised median along Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) to aid in
controlling turning movements on and off Old Hammond Highway (LA 426)



atis a Round out?
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What is a Roundabout?

e Roundabouts are one-way, circular intersections designed to improve safety and efficiency for

motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians
e In a roundabout, traffic flows around a center island counterclockwise
e Aroundabout redirects some of the conflicting traffic, such as left turns, which cause crashes at

traditional intersections.



Can roundabouts accommodate
larg rvehicles?

Yes Roundabouts are designedto accommaodate vehic eswtha ar sturnin
rad us such as buses. fire trucks, and eighteen wheelers.

Eruwcelw Crudeiory
Roundabouts provide an area gin ey
between the circulatory roadway Cueniie [
and the central Island, known as b
a truck apron. over which rear - [
whee s of these vehic es can E::‘t
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Can roundabouts accommodate larger vehicles?

Yes, roundabouts are designed to accommodate vehicles with a large turning radius such as
buses, fire trucks, and eighteen wheelers.

Roundabouts provide an area between the circulatory roadway and the central island, known as
a truck apron. Over which rear wheels of these vehicles can safely track.



DOTD Complete Streets Policy

* Complete Streets Policy was Adopted by DOTD in 2010

» Provide for pedestrians. b cyclists, motorists and transit
r ders to move along and ¢ross the streets safely

+ Designs for Complete Streets vary based on the type and
context of the roadway.

_— ~ O R

DOTD Complete Streets Policy

e Complete streets policy was adopted by DOTD in 2010

e Provide for pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, and transit riders to move along and cross the
streets safely.

e Designs for the complete streets vary based on the type and context of the roadway.



Alternative Screening

The following items may be considered as part of the screening process for each
alternative studied:

» Residential/Commercial Relocations

= Acreage of Wetland Impacts

* |mpacts to Cultural Resources, Including Historically Standing Structures
+ Estimated Construction Cost

« Traffic Operations and Safety

+ Impacts to Threatened and Endangered Species

vRghn
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Alternative Screening

e The following items may be considered as part of the screening process for each alternative
studied:
o Residential/Commercial Relocations
Acreage of Wetland Impacts
Impacts to Cultural Resources, including historically standing structures
Estimated construction cost
Traffic Operations and safety
Impacts to threatened and endangered species

O O O O O




Public Involvement & Input

Public Meeting (Current)
* ARernatives will be presented along with their associated impacts

*  Public comments received within 10 days of this meeting wlll be Included in the
official meeting record.
¢ Comments can be submitted via the following:
— Comment Sheets |avaidable in the handout)
— Recorded Verbal Commaents at the meeting
Email Comments

* Responses will be provided to all comments in the final document.

e & O T Uvd DY

Public Involvement & Input

e Current public meetings:
o Alternatives will be presented along with their associated impacts
o Public comments received within 10 days of this meeting will be included in the official
meeting record
o Comments can be submitted via the following:
= Comment Sheets (available in the handout)
= Recorded Verbal Comments at the meeting
=  Email Comments
o Responses will be provided to all comments in the final document




Public Involvement & Input

Public Hearing {(Anticipated 4th Quarter, 2016)

*  The Preferred Alternative will be presented

* At the Hearingthe public will have the opportunity to give verbal comments and
submit written comments

»  During the public comment perlod, written comments will be agcepted via mail
or email

+ Al comments received will be included in the final document

¢ After the public comment period, the Final EA will be prepared and submitted to
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)} with a preferred alternative,

Z O BN |
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e Public hearings (Anticipated 3™ Quarter, 2016)

o The preferred alternative will be presented

o At the hearing the public will have the opportunity to give verbal comments and submit
written comments

o During the public comment period, written comments will be accepted via mail or email

o All comments received will be included in the final document

o After the public comment period, the final EA will be prepared and submitted to the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) with a preferred alternative.
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Real Estate Information

The LA DOTD Brochure explaining Acquisition of Right of Way and
Relocation Assistance Program Is avallable tonight at the table or can be
obtained later from:

DOTD Real Estate Section
P.O. Box 94245

Baton Rouge, LA 70804
(225) 242-4593

We suggest you read the brochure carefully. If you have any questions
regarding your individual sltuation, consult with the agent when they
meet with you. or contact the Region 04 Real Estate Office.

e & O T U Y

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION & DEVELOPMENT

Real Estate Information

The LA DOTD Brochure explaining the Acquisition of Right of Way and Relocation Assistance
Program is available tonight at the table or can be obtained later from the DOTD Real Estate
Section, P.O. Box 94245 Baton Rouge, LA 70804.

The DOTD Real Estate Section can be reached at (225)242-4593

We suggest you read the brochure carefully. If you have any questions regarding your individual
situation, consult with the agent when s/he meets with you, or contact the Region 04 Real
Estate Office.




Submit Comments To

Forte and Tablada, Inc.
Attn: Mark J. Kessler

9107 Interline Avenue

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70809

 FORTE ¢
TABLADA
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Submit Comments To

For Comments and concerns, please contact Mark J. Kessler of Forte & Tablada, Inc., located at

9107 Interline Avenue Baton Rouge, LA 70809
You may also address comments via email at kesslerm@forteandtablada.com

=




tay In orme

Green Lig tPlan (GLP)
brgov.com/greenlight
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Stay Informed

e To stay up to date and informed on the latest progression of the project, you can follow the
Green Light Plan at brgov.com/greenlight



Old amm ndHigh ay(LA 42
Boulevard De Provincet Millerville Ro d

r Aid Project No HOO7870
State Project No H 007970
City ParishProj tNo. -CS-H 043
East Baton Rouge Pan LA

thE R

Thank you for your time. Please i
visit the remaming stations to view
the exhibits presented In the
presentation to provide your
comments.

This Is the and of the presentat on

Ending

e Thank you for your time. Please visit the remaining stations to view the exhibits and provide
your comments.



Federal Ald Project No. HOU/Y /U
State Project No. H.007970

City Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0043
East Baton Rouge Parish, LA

Appendix E

Sign-In Sheets



PUBLIC MEETING HANDOUT

PUBLIC MEETING NO. 1
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426)
(Millerville Road to Boulevard De Province)
Environmental Assessment

City Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0043
State Project No. H.007970
F.A.P. No. HO07970
East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana
http://www.brgov.com/greenlight

Comments must be marked within 10 days of this meeting. Comments received tonight and those
that are post marked by August 15, 2016 will be included in the official meeting transcript.

Contact Information

Date: Please submit comments to:
Name: Mark J. Kessler, Project Design Manager
Forte & Tablada
Address: 9107 Interline Ave.
Email: Baton Rouge, LA 70809
Ohh-segl-env@forteandtablada.com
Semments: é | C, \LJ - “\_(
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FORTE & TABLADA, INC.



PUBLIC MEETING HANDOUT

PUBLIC MEETING NO. 1

Old Hammond Highway (LA 426)
(Millerville Road to Boulevard De Province)

Environmental Assessment

City Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0043

State Project No. H.007970
F.A.P. No. H0O07970

East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana

http://www.brgov.com/greenlight

Comments must be marked within 10 days of this meeting. Comments received tonight and those
that are post marked by August 15, 2016 will be included in the official meeting transcript.

Contact Information
Date:

Name:

Address:

Email:

<]~

Comments:
7. g

‘r\&%e)&\.o

Please submit comments to:

Mark J. Kessler, Project Design Manager
Forte & Tablada

9107 Interline Ave.

Baton Rouge, LA 70809

Ohh-segl-env@forteandtablada.com
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PUBLIC MEETING HANDOUT

PUBLIC MEETING NO. 1
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426)
(Millerville Road to Boulevard De Province)
Environmental Assessment

City Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0043
State Project No. H.007970
F.A.P. No. H007970
East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana
http://www.brgov.com/greenlight

Comments must be marked within 10 days of this meeting. Comments received tonight and those
that are post marked by August 15, 2016 will be included in the official meeting transcript.

Date: Please submit comments to:

Name: Mark J. Kessler, Project Design Manager
Forte & Tablada

Address: 9107 Interline Ave.

Email: Baton Rouge, LA 70809

Ohh-segl-env@forteandtablada.com
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FORTE & TABLADA, INC.



Federal Aid Project No. HOOU/Y/0U
State Project No. H.007970

City Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0043
East Baton Rouge Parish, LA

Appendix F

Public Comments



PUBLIC MEETING HANDOUT

PUBLIC MEETING NO. 1
Oid Hammond Highway (LA 426)
(Millerville Road to Boulevard De Province)
Environmental Assessment

City Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0043
State Project No. H.007970
F.A.P. No. H0O07970
East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana
http://www.brgov.com/greenlight

Comments must be marked within 10 days of this meeting. Comments received tonight and those
that are post marked by Au ust 15, 2016 will be included in the official meeting transcript.

Contact| or ation

Date: / é

Please submit comments to:

Name: L< Mark J. Kessler, Project Design Manager
Add 0 C Forte & Tablada
ress: / .
, 9107 Interline Ave.
Email: G wel S £rings, LA 70 3 Baton Rouge, LA 70809
< -segl-env@forteandtablada.com
Comments: .
/ ' ISV,
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PUBLIC MEETING HANDOUT

PUBLIC MEETING NO. 1
0Old Hammond Highway (LA 426)
(Millerville Road to Boulevard De Province)
Environmental Assessment

City Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0043
State Project No. H.007970
F.A.P. No. HO07970
East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana

http://www.brgov.com/greenlight

Comments must be marked within 10 days of this meeting. Comments received toni ht and those
that are post marked by August 15, 2016 will be included in the official meeting transcript.

Contact Information

Date: 20 %

) Please submit comments to:

Name: . v Mark J. Kessler, Project Desi n Manager
Forte & Tablada

Address: 9107 Interline Ave.

Email: Baton Rouge, LA 70809

Ohh-segl-env@forteandtablada.com

Con;ﬁems;/ﬂmae S¢Y © A Ple S/Z — ke /& TH=

%4 /= 70 ok

-

J er

FORTE & TABLADA, INC.




old hammond highway to millerville

»

phillip fetterman < psfetterman@yahoo.com> ® D Replyall | Vv
Sun 8/14, 7:45 PM

Old Hammond Segment 1 Environmental; Jonathan Charbonnet < charbonnet@ecsrsonline.com> ¥

Mr Kessler, like many people in Sherwood, | am flooded. ..so my comments on the Old Hammond job will be bref:

-

Preferred option - five lanes with middle turn lane like the rest of Old Hammond.

Since the state is stating that the work must have a medium, seek a deviation to the specification.

Do NOT put a roundabout at Old Hammond and South Flannery. There is too much traffic at that intersection, especially from about 3 pm until 7
pm. A roundabout will slow down the traffic to a crawl. Trust me, | am very familiar with roundabouts - | drove them for years in Singapore and the
UK.

If a medium is required, to NOT use U-turns for people to get back to their subdivision. With the speed limit on Old Hammond being 45 mph and
the volume of traffic on it, people will get T-boned tuming around to get their subdivision.

If a medium s required, provide a standard turning lane for people to turn their vehicle to enter their subdivision. Winn-Dixie, library, etc.

L]

L]

L]

t have more comments.._.but Entergy is about ready to turn off our power...and | thought it important to get this note to you.
Should you have any questions, please let me know

Sincerely,









APPENDIX E

Solicitation of Views
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July 16, 2015 Reference No. 029998-01

Dear Interested Party:

Re: Solicitation of Views
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426)
Boulevard de Province to Millerville Road — (Phase 2)
City/Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0045
State Project No. H.007970
F.A.P. No. H007970
Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana

Forte & Tablada Inc. and GHD Services, Inc. (GHD) are conducting an environmental evaluation and
engineering study for the City of Baton Rouge to assess the construction of widening improvements to
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) from an existing 2-lane roadway to a 4-lane divided roadway.

During the planning stages of this Environmental Assessment, we are soliciting the views of those
federal, state, and local public agencies, groups, and individuals, or organizations which by special
expertise or interest, can assist Forte & Tablada and GHD in identifying possible impacts or concerns
in the project area.

We request your review of the attached information and would like for you to provide your views and
comments by August 17, 2015. Replies should be addressed to:

Ms. Linda McConnell

GHD Services, Inc.

5551 Corporate Boulevard

Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Please reference State Project No. H.007970 in your reply. Your assistance is appreciated.
Sincerely,

GHD

omde st ol

Linda M. McConnell, PE
Linda.McConnell@GHD.com

LMM/cmp/1

Encl.  Preliminary Project Description and Exhibit

GHD Services Inc. RESISTEBLE CARPARE IR
5551 Corporate Boulevard Suite 200 Baton Rouge Louisiana 70808 USA ISO 9001
T 225292 9007 F 2259522978 W www.ghd.com CHEINTERING DESIGA



Environmental Assessment — Solicitation of Views
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) Segment 1, Phase 2,
Boulevard de Province to Millervilie Road

City/Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0045

State Project No. H.007970

F.A.P. No. HO07970

Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana

PRELIMINARY PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Project History

In 1997-1998 the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD)
performed an Environmental Assessment (EA) for Old Hammond Highway from Airline Highway
to Millerville Road (S. P. No. 700-17-0110 & 817-09-0028). The 1998 EA divided the project into
two phases. The first phase was Airline Highway to Boulevard De Province and the second phase
was Boulevard De Province to Millerville Road. In June of 1998 the Federal Highway
Administration issued a Finding of No Significant Impact for the entire corridor. DOTD
constructed the first phase from Airline Highway to Boulevard De Province and the second phase
was not completed due to funding. This section of Old Hammond Highway is surrounded by
recently improved roadways with Old Hammond from Airline Highway to Boulevard De Province
on the west and Millerville Road and the intersection of Millerville and Old Hammond Highway
to the east. These improvements provided for additional capacity. The City of Baton Rouge/East
Baton Rouge Parish and DOTD have determined a need to increase capacity along LA 426
between Boulevard De Province and Millerville Road (phase 2). Due to the date of the FONSI and
current revisions to DOTD Engineering and Design Standards, this document will be a supplement
to the previous 1998 EA.

Preliminary Purpose and Need

In the East Baton Rouge Parish (EBR) “Major Street Plan Inventory,” this study section of Old
Hammond Highway is classified as an arterial road indicating that the road is a major thoroughfare
in the parish. The current average daily traffic count on Old Hammond Highway east of Airline
Highway is noted as 15,800 in the East Baton Rouge Parish Horizon Plan. Estimated traffic along the
corridor in this location is expected to increase by approximately 52% to 24,150 during the 20
year planning period.

The Capital Region Planning Commission, which is the Metropolitan Planning Organization
for the region encompassing the proposed project, has indicated that there are no travel demand
management schemes that would eliminate the need for additional capacity as proposed for the
Old Hammond corridor under study. While carpooling, vanpooling, traffic signal synchronization,
and other congestion management alternatives may help in reducing congestion, the
management techniques would not improve the current condition in measurable quantities.

July 2015 1



Environmental Assessment — Solicitation of Views
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) Segment 1, Phase 2,
Boulevard de Province to Millerville Road

City/Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0045

State Project No. H.007970

F.A.P. No. H0O07970

Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LDOTD) has
indicated that a Level of Service (LOS) of ‘F' exists along this section of Old Hammond Highway. This
'F’ rating equates to a volume to capacity (v/c) ratio greater than or equal to 1.0, which is
generally characterized by forced or breakdown flow, low operating speeds, congestion, and
extensive queuing at intersections. Traffic conditions worsen as vehicles arrive at a rate greater
than the rate at which they are discharged. The v/c ratio is 1.9 for the subject Old Hammond
Highway section. Examples of some of the current traffic conditions along the corridor include
high traffic volume, extended traffic peaks, frequent stops, accidents, and difficulty exiting cross
streets onto Old Hammond Highway.

The target LOS for the proposed segment is ‘C’. Once the project is completed, disruptions to traffic flow
should be noticeably reduced, congestion should be minimized, the accident rate will likely decline, and
queuing should be lessened substantially.

The MajorStreet Plan for East Baton Rouge Parish calls for widening OldHammond Highway from Airline
Highway to Florida Boulevard. The proposed project is being designed and is proposed to be
constructed in partial fulfillment of that objective. It is noteworthy that because this proposed project
involves state funding, its widening is not considered a priority in the Horizon Plan which only prioritizes
City-Parish Capital Improvement projects. However, in the “Staged Improvement Program" portion of the
Baton Rouge Metropolitan Area Transportation Plan Update" of 1992 which is based primarily ontraffic
needs, the widening of Old Hammond Highway from Airline Highway to Sherwood Forest Boulevard
was given a'Stage |’ priority signifying immediate implementation Sherwood Forest Boulevard to
Millerville Road was given a ‘Stage I’ priority to be ‘undertaken immediately after the Airline
Highway to Sherwood Forest Boulevard section is completed. The design andapproach as presented
herein follows that recommendation.

In summary, current traffic exceeds the present design capacity of Old Hammond
Highway along the study corridor. In addition, traffic is expected to increase by 50% within the
planning period to 2015. These plans to widen Old Hammond Highway are consistent with the
various transportation plans for the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Area, and the widening is
included in the Major Street Plan for EBR which was adopted as part of the Horizon Plan.

Therefore, the logical termini is still defined from Airline Highway (N30°25’, W91°05’) to
Millerville Road (N30°27’, W91°01’). This proposed project calls for upgrading Old Hammond
Highway (LA 426) between Boulevard De Province and Millerville Road in East Baton Rouge Parish
which is approximately 150 feet west of Boulevard De Province to 800 feet west of the
intersection of Old Hammond Highway and Millerville Road. These termini are the beginning and
ending points of the proposed construction and study area. This project will also include
additional studies of intersections along Old Hammond Highway, including the major intersection
of Old Hammond Highway and South Flannery Road and bridge improvements.

July 2015 2



Environmental Assessment — Solicitation of Views
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) Segment 1, Phase 2,
Boulevard de Province to Millerville Road

City/Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0045

State Project No. H.007970

F.A.P. No. H0O07970

Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana

Alternatives Currently Being Considered

When the 1998 Environmental Assessment was completed, the preferred alternative was
Alternative A which was a five lane section following the existing centerline of Old Hammond
Highway. Since that date, the use of a five lane roadways are not recommended by DOTD, as
this is a DOTD policy. Several alternatives will be considered during the environmental study.
The environmental analysis will include a four lane divided highway with a 30 foot median and
designated turn lanes, a four lane divided highway with a 16’ median and designated turn lanes,
and an alternative that would implement a roundabout at the intersection of Old Hammond
Highway and South Flannery Road in lieu of a signalized intersection.

The Supplement to the Environmental Assessment is currently underway. FHWA is the
lead Federal Agency for the Environmental Assessment. As with all NEPA Environmental
Assessments, the no-build alternative is being considered. The no-build alternative would not
have any impacts to right of way, structures or utilities, but the increased traffic demand would
impact the public if additional travel lanes are not provided.

Each of the build alternatives being considered will be designed to DOTD criteria for urban
arterials using a 45 mph design speed. The attached exhibit indicates the beginning and ending
points of the proposed Old Hammond Highway (phase 2) construction. In addition to the
widening of Old Hammond Highway, intersection improvements, median openings, turn lanes,
pedestrian and bicyclist accommodations will be considered. When studying the alternatives,
consideration will be given, but not limited to, land use, improvements on properties along Old
Hammond Highway, utilities, safety, previous studies, public input and traffic and environmental
analyses. The additional widening may include the relocation of businesses and/or homes. The
environmental analyses include: wetlands, threatened and endangered species, water resources,
cultural resources and noise/air impact studies to name a few. It is anticipated that one public
meeting and one public hearing will be held to obtain public input about the alternatives being
considered. The supplement to the Environmental Assessment approved for public distribution
will have a preferred alternative for widening Old Hammond Highway between Boulevard De
Province to just west of Millerville Road.

July 2015 3
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Capital Region Planning Commission
Staff Review Form
E. 0. 12372 Process

Contact Person:_Linda McConnell Phone: (225) 292-9007 Date: 07/20/2015

Applicant: Forte & Tablada, Inc. and GHD Services, Inc.

Project Title: 0ld Hammond Highway (LA 426)

State Project: H,007970 RECE
F.A.P. No.: H007970 JUL 27 015

Total$: Solicitation of Views Only

Total $: N/A BY: m

Yes
Does the project conflict with any region-wide plans? D
Is the project redundant with other federally funded projects? \—_—]

The Capital Region Planning Commission (CRPC) staff on 07/16/2015 has reviewed the above
referenced project and offers the following comments:

The CRPC staff supports the above referenced project.

The CRPC staff has neutral comments toward the above referenced project. D

The CRPC staff has negative comments regard the above referenced project. D
(See comments below)

James C etze

Executive Director

Post Office Box 3355, Baton Rouge, Loulsiana 70821-3355
Phone: 225.383.5203 + Fax: 225.383.3804




RECEIVED
JUL 20 2015

July 16, 2015 Reference No. 029998-01

Dear Interested Party:

Re: Solicitation of Views
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426)
Boulevard de Province to Millerville Road - (Phase 2)
City/Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0045
State Project No. H.007970
F.A.P. No. H007970
Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana

Forte & Tablada Inc. and GHD Services, Inc. (GHD) are conducting an environmental evaluation and
engineering study for the City of Baton Rouge to assess the construction of widening improvements to
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) from an existing 2-lane roadway to a 4-lane divided roadway.
During the planning stages of this Environmental Assessment, we are soliciting the views of those
federal, state, and local public agencies, groups, and individuals, or organizations which by special
expertise or interest, can assist Forte & Tablada and GHD in identifying possible impacts or concerns
in the project area.

We request your review of the attached information and would like for you to provide your views and
comments by August 17, 2015. Replies should be addressed to:

Ms. Linda McConnell

GHD Services, Inc.

5551 Corporate Boulevard

Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Please reference State Project No. H.007970 in your reply. Your assistance is appreciated.
Sincerely,

GHD

Linda M. McConnell, PE
Linda.McConnell@GHD.com
LMM/emp/1

Encl.  Preliminary Project Description and Exhibit

GHD Services Inc. sesiats Connanr v

5551 Corporate Boulevard Suite 200 Baton Rouge Loutsiana 70808 USA 1ISO 8001
T 2252929007 F2259522978 W www.ghd com EARINEERINE TESIEN



Environmental Assessment — Solicitation of Views
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) Segment 1, Phase 2,
Boulevard de Province to Millerville Road

City/Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0045

State Project No. H.007970

F.A.P. No. HO07970

Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana

PRELIMINARY PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Project History

In 1997-1998 the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD)
performed an Environmental Assessment (EA) for Old Hammond Highway from Airline Highway
to Millerville Road (S. P. No. 700-17-0110 & 817-09-0028). The 1998 EA divided the project into
two phases. The first phase was Airline Highway to Boulevard De Province and the second phase
was Boulevard De Province to Millerville Road. In June of 1998 the Federal Highway
Administration issued a Finding of No Significant Impact for the entire corridor. DOTD
constructed the first phase from Airline Highway to Boulevard De Province and the second phase
was not completed due to funding. This section of Old Hammond Highway is surrounded by
recently improved roadways with Old Hammond from Airline Highway to Boulevard De Province
on the west and Millerville Road and the intersection of Millerville and Old Hammond Highway
to the east. These improvements provided for additional capacity. The City of Baton Rouge/East
Baton Rouge Parish and DOTD have determined a need to increase capacity along LA 426
between Boulevard De Province and Millerville Road (phase 2). Due to the date of the FONSl and -
current revisions to DOTD Engineering and Design Standards, this document will be a supplement
to the previous 1998 EA.

Preliminary Purpose and Need

In the East Baton Rouge Parish (EBR) “Major Street Plan Inventory,” this study section of Old
Hammond Highway isclassified as an arterial road indicating that the road is a major thoroughfare
in the parish. The current average daily traffic count on Old Hammond Highway east of Airline

. Highway is noted as 15,800 in the East Baton Rouge Parish Horizon Plan. Estimated traffic along the
corridor in this location is expected to increase by approximately 52% to 24,150 during the 20
year planning period.

The Capital Region Planning Commission, which is the Metropolitan Planning Organization
for the region encompassing the proposed project, has indicated that there are no travel demand
management schemes that would eliminate the need for additional capacity as proposed for the
Old Hammond corridor under study. While carpooling, vanpooling, traffic signal synchronization,
and other congestion management alternatives may help in reducing congestion, the
management techniques would not improve the current condition in measurable quantities.

Iuly 2015 1



Environmental Assessment — Solicitation of Views
0Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) Segment 1, Phase 2,
Boulevard de Province to Millerville Road
City/Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0045
State Project No. H.007970
F.A.P. No. H007970
Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana
The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LDOTD) has

indicated that a Level of Service (LOS) of ‘F' exists along this section of Old Hammond Highway. This
'F’ rating equates to a volume to capacity (v/c) ratio greater than or equal to 1.0, which is
generally characterized by forced or breakdown flow, low operating speeds, congestion, and
extensive queuing at intersections. Traffic conditions worsen as vehicles arrive at a rate greater
than the rate at which they are discharged. The v/c ratio is 1.9 for the subject Old Hammond
Highway section. Examples of some of the current traffic conditions along the corridor include
high traffic volume, extended traffic peaks, frequent stops, accidents, and difficulty exiting cross
. streets onto Old Hammond Highway.
The target LOS for the proposed segment is ‘C’. Once the project is completed, disruptions to traffic flow
should be noticeably reduced, congestion should be minimized, the accident rate will likely decline, and
queuing should be lessened substantially.
The MajorStreet Planfor East Baton Rouge Parish callsfor widening OldHammond Highway from Airline
Highway to Florida Boulevard. The proposed project is being designed and is proposed to be
constructed in partial fulfillment of that objective. Itis noteworthy that because this proposed project
involves state funding, its widening is not considered a priority in the Horizon Plan which only prioritizes
City-Parish Capital Improvement projects. However, in the “Staged Improvement Program" portion of the
Baton Rouge Metropolitan Area Transportation Plan Update" of 1992 which is based primarily ontraffic
needs, the widening of Old Hammond Highway from Airline Highway to Sherwood Forest Boulevard
was given a ‘Stage I’ priority signifying immediate implementation Sherwood Forest Boulevard tor
Millerville Road was given a ‘Stage II’ priority to-be ‘undertaken immediately after the Airline
Highway to Sherwood Forest Boulevard section is completed. The design andapproach as presented
herein follows that recommendation.

in summary, current traffic exceeds the present design capacity of Old Hammond
Highway along the study corridor. In addition, traffic is expected to increase by 50% within the
planning period to 2015. These plans to widen Old Hammond Highway are consistent with the
various transportation plans for the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Area, and the widening is
included in the Major Street Plan for EBR which was adopted as part of the Horizon:Plan.

Therefore, the logical termini is still defined from Airline Highway (N30°25’, W91°05’) to
Millerville Road (N30°27’, W91°01’). This proposed project calls for upgrading Old Hammond
Highway (LA 426) between Boulevard De Province and Millerville Road in East Baton Rouge Parish
which is approximately 150 feet west of Boulevard De Province to 800 feet west of the
intersection of Old Hammond Highway and Millerville Road. These termini are the beginning and
ending points of the proposed construction and study area. This project will also include
additional studies of intersections along Old Hammond Highway, including the major intersection
of Old Hammond Highway and South Flannery Road and bridge improvements.

July 2015 2



Environmental Assessment - Solicitation of Views
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) Segment 1, Phase 2,
Boulevard de Province to Millerville Road

City/Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0045

State Project No. H.007970

F.A.P. No. H007970

Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana

Alternatives Currently Being Considered

When the 1998 Environmental Assessment was completed, the preferred alternative was
Alternative A which was a five lane section following the existing centerline of Old Hammond
Highway. Since that date, the use of a five lane roadways are not recommended by DOTD, as
this is a DOTD policy. Several alternatives will be considered during the environmental study.
The environmental analysis will include a four lane divided highway with a 30 foot median and
designated turn lanes, a four lane divided highway with a 16’ median and designated turn lanes,
and.an alternative that would implement a roundabout at the intersection of Old Hammond
Highway and South Flannery Road in lieu of a signalized intersection.

The Supplement to the Environmental Assessment is currently underway. FHWA is the
lead Federal Agency for the Environmental Assessment. As with all NEPA Environmental
Assessments, the no-build alternative is being considered. The no-build alternative would not
have any impacts to right of way, structures or utilities, but the increased traffic demand would
impact the public if additional travel lanes are not provided.

Each of the build alternatives being considered will be designed to DOTD criteria for urban
arterials using a 45 mph design speed. The attached exhibit indicates the beginning and ending
points of the proposed Old Hammond Highway {(phase 2) construction. In addition to the
widening of Old Hammond Highway, intersection improvements, median openings, turn lanes,
pedestrian and bicyclist accommodations will be considered. When studying the alternatives,
consideration will be given, but not limited to, land use, improvements on properties along Old
Hammond Highway, utilities, safety, previous studies, public input and traffic and environmental
analyses. The additional widening may include the relocation of businesses and/or homes. The
environmental analyses include: wetlands, threatened and endangered species, water resources,
cultural resources and noise/air impact studies to name a few. It is anticipated that one public
meeting and one pilblic hearing will be held to obtain public input about the alternatives being
considered. The supplement to the Environmental Assessment approved for public distribution
will have a preferred alternative for widening Old Hammond Highway between Boulevard De
Province to just west of Millerville Road.

luly 2015 3
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United States Department of Agriculture

July 21, 2015 C

Ms. Linda M. McConnell, P.E. JuU

GHD Services, Inc. L 242015
5551 Corporate Boulevard BY. o{a 41
Suite 200

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808
RE: Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) — State Project No. H.007970
Dear Ms. McConnell:

| have reviewed the above referenced project for potential requirements of the Farmland
Protection Policy Act (FPPA) and potential impact to Natural Resources Conservation Service
projects in the immediate vicinity.

Projects are subject to FPPA requirements if they may irreversibly convert farmland (directly or
indirectly) to nonagricultural use and are completed by a federal agency or with assistance from
a federal agency. For the purpose of FPPA, farmland includes prime farmland, unique
farmland, and land of statewide or local importance. Farmland subject to FPPA requirements
can be forest land, pastureland, cropland, or other land, but not water or urban built-up land.

The project map and narrative submitted with your request indicates that the proposed
construction areas are within urban areas and therefore are exempt from the rules and
regulations of the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA)—Subtitle | of Title XV, Section 1539-
1549. Attached is our completed form NRCS-CPA-106. Furthermore, we do not predict
impacts to NRCS work in the vicinity.

For specific information about the soils found in the project area, please visit our Web Soil
Survey at the following location: http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/

Please direct all future correspondence to me at the address shown above.

Respectfully,

AC NGFO
Kevin D. Norton
State Conservationist

Enclosure

Natural Resources Conservation Service
State Office
3737 Govemnment Street
Alexandria, Louisiana 71302
Voice: (318) 473-7751 Fax' 1-844-325-6947
An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Natural Resources Conservation Service

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING
FOR CORRIDOR TYPE PROJECTS

3. Date of Land Evaluation Eequesi
7121115

PART | (To be completed by Federal Agency)

NRCS-CPA-106

{Rov. 1-81)

Sheet 1 of

1. Name of Project  Q)d Hammand Highway Road Widening

5. Federal Agency Invoived FHWA

2. Type of Project p sad Construction - State Proj. No. H.007970

6. County and State  Eagt Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana

PART Il (To be completed by NRCS)

1. Dale Request Recaived by NRCS
7/120/15

2. Person Completing Form

M. Mouton

3. Does the corridor contain prime, unique statewide or local important farmland?
(If no, the FPPA does not apply - Do not complete additional parts of this form).

ves [

no [7]

4, Acres irrigated | Average Farm Size

§. Major Crop(s)

6. Farmable Land in Government Jurisdiction

7. Amount of Farmiand As Defined in FPPA

Acres: ['A Acres: %
8. Name Of Land Evaluation System Used 9. Name of Local Site Assessment System 10. Date Lend Evaluation Returned by NRCS
7124115
Alternative Corridor For Segment
PART il (To be completed by Federal Agency) Corridor A Corridor B Corridor C Corridor D
A. Total Acres To Be Converted Directly
B. Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly, Or To Receive Services
C._Total Acres In Corridor
PART IV (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information
A. Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland
B. Total Acres Statewide And Local Important Farmiand
C. Percentage Of Farmland in County Or Local Govt. Unit To Be Converted
D. Percentage Of Farmland in Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value
PART V (To be completad by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information Criterion Relative
value of Farmiand to Be Serviced or Converted (Scale of 0 - 100 Points)
PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency) Corridor Maximum
Assessment Criteria (These criteria are explained In 7 CFR 658.5(c))| Points
1. Area in Nonurban Use 15
2. Perimeter in Nonurban Use 10
3. Percent Of Corridor Being Farmed 20
4. Protection Provided By State And Local Government 20
S. Size of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average 10
6. Creation Of Nonfarmable Farmland 25
7. Availabhility Of Farm Support Services 5
8. On-Farm Investments 20
9. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services 25
10. Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use 10
TOTAL CORRIDOR ASSESSMENT POINTS 160 0 0 0 0
PART VII (To be completed by Federal Agency)
Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100 0 0 0 0
Total Corridor Assessment (From Part VI above or a local site 0
assessment) 160 0 0 Y
TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260 |0 0 0 0
1. Corridor Selected 2, Total Acres of Farmlands to be 3. Date Of Selection: 4. Was A Local Site Assessment Used?
Converted by Project:
ves O w~ O
5. Reason For Selection.
Signature of Person Complsting this Part. DATE

NOTE: Complete a form for each segment with more than one Alternate Corridor




NRCS-CPA-106 (Reverse)

CORRIDOR - TYPE SITE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

The following criteria are to be used for projects that have a linear or corridor - type site configuration connecting two distant
points, and crossing several different tracts of land. These include utility lines, highways, railroads, stream improvements, and flood
control systems. Federal agencies are to assess the suitability of each corridor - type site or design alternative for protection as farmland
along with the land evaluation information,

(1) How much land is in nonurban use within a radius of 1.0 mile from where the project is intended?
More than 90 percent - 15 points
90 to 20 percent - 14 to 1 point(s)
Less than 20 percent - 0 points

(2) How much of the perimeter of the site borders on land in nonurban use?
More than 90 percent - 10 points
90 to 20 percent - 9 to 1 point(s)
Less than 20 percent - 0 points

(3) How much of the site has been farmed (managed for a scheduled harvest or timber activity) more than five of the last
10 years?
More than 90 percent - 20 points
90 to 20 percent - 19 to 1 point(s)
Less than 20 percent - 0 points

(4) s the site subject to state or unit of local government policies or programs to protect farmland or covered by private programs
to protect farmland?
Site is protected - 20 points
Site is not protected - 0 points

(5) Is the farm unit(s) containing the site (before the project) as large as the average - size farming unit in the County ?
(Average farm sizes in each county are available from the NRCS field offices in each state. Data are from the latest available Census of
Agriculture, Acreage or Farm Units in Operation with $1,000 or more in sales.)

As large or larger - 10 points
Below average - deduct 1 point for each 5 percent below the average, down to 0 points if 50 percent or more below average - 9 to 0 points

(6) Ifthe site is chosen for the project, how much of the remaining land on the farm will become non-farmable because of
interference with land patterns?
Acreage equal to more than 25 percent of acres directly converted by the project - 25 points
Acreage equal to between 25 and 5 percent of the acres directly converted by the project - 1 to 24 point(s)
Acreage equal to less than 5 percent of the acres directly converted by the project - 0 points

(7)  Does the site have available adequate supply of farm support services and markets, i.e., farm suppliers, equipment dealers,
processing and storage facilities and farmer's markets?
All required services are available - 5 points
Some required services are available - 4 to 1 point(s)
No required services are available - 0 points

{8) Does the site have substantial and well-maintained on-farm investments such as bamns, other storage building, fruit trees
and vines, field terraces, drainage, irrigation, waterways, or other soil and water conservation measures?
High amount of on-farm investment - 20 points
Moderate amount of on-farm investment - 19 to 1 point(s)
No on-farm investment - 0 points

(9) Would the project at this site, by converting farmland to nonagricultural use, reduce the demand for farm support
services so as to jeopardize the continued existence of these support services and thus, the viability of the farms remaining in the area?
Substantial reduction in demand for support services if the site is converted - 25 points
Some reduction in demand for support services if the site is converted - 1 to 24 point(s)
No significant reduction in demand for support services if the site is converted - 0 points

(10) Isthe kind and intensity of the proposed use of the site sufficiently incompatible with agriculture that it is likely to
contribute to the eventual conversion of surrounding farmland to nonagricultural use?
Proposed project is incompatible to existing agricultural use of surrounding farmland - 10 points
Proposed project is tolerable to existing agricultural use of surrounding farmland - 9 to 1 point(s)
Proposed project is fully compatible with existing agricultural use of surrounding farmland - 0 points




FEMA Region 6
800 North Loop 288
Denton, TX 76209 3698

(: (O "l"J EM
gy
REC 1 E

JuL 291205
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
REGION VI v /7
MITIGATION DIVISION

NOTICE REVIEW/E VIRONMENTAL CONSULTATIO

e offer th following comments:

WE WOULD RE UEST THAT THE COMMUNITY’S FLOODPLAIN ADMINISTRATOR BE CONTACTED FOR
THE REVIEW AND POSSIBLE PERMIT RE  UIREMENTS FOR THIS PROJECT. IF FEDERALLY FUNDED WE
WOULD RE UEST PROJECT TO BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH EO 11988 AND EO 11990.

REVIEW:
Floodplain Management and insurance Branch

Mitigation Division
(940) 898 5541 DATE: July, 2015
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July 16, 2015 Reference No. 029998-01

U
Dear interested Party: w
Re:  Solicitation of Views P

Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) -~
Boulevard de Province to Millerville Road - (Phase 2)

City/Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-00456

State Project No. H.007970

F.A.P. No. H007970

Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana

Forte & Tablada Inc. and GHD Services, Inc. (GHD) are conducting an environmental evaluation and
engineering study for the City of Baton Rouge to assess the construction of widening improvements to
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) from an existing 2-lane roadway to a 4-lane divided roadway.

During the planning stages of this Environmental Assessment, we are soliciting the views of those
federal, state, and local public agencies, groups, and individuals, or organizations which by special
expertise or interest, can assist Forte & Tablada and GHD in identifying possible impacts or concerns
in the project area.

We request your review of the attached information and would like for you to provide your views and
comments by August 17, 2015. Replies should be addressed to:

Ms. Linda McConnell

GHD Services, Inc.

5551 Corporate Boulevard

Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Please reference State Project No. H.007970 in your reply. Your assistance is appreciated.
Sincerely,

GHD

Amidep olireH

Linda M. McConnell, PE
Linda.McConnell@GHD.com

LMM/emp/1

Encl. Preliminary Project Description and Exhibit

GHD Services Inc. LCLLINALE CRMPINt I8L

5551 Corporate Boulevard Suite 200 Baton Rouge Louisiana 70808 USA 1ISO 9001
T 2252829007 F2259522978 W www.ghd com ! "



APITAL ARFA GROUND  ATER

THO J. UPLECH
DirecTor

EAST
FELICIANA

CONSERVATION DIsTRICT

3535 S. Sherwood Forest Blvd., Suite 137
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816-2255
Telephone (225) 293-7370

July 27, 2015
Ms. Linda McConnell
GHD Services
5551 Corporate Blvd.
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Re:  Solicitation of Views
Old Hammond Hwy (LA 426) E VE
Boulevard de Province to Millerville Road — Phase2 JUL 02015
City/Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0045
State Project No. H.007970 BY:

F.A.P. No. H007970
Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish

Dear Ms. Connell:

Please be advised that, in addition to numerous monitor wells located near gas stations
along the project right of way, Baton Rouge Water Company has an active public supply
well field on the north side of Old Hammond Highway. See attached map. IfI can be of
further assistance please do not hesitate to call.

Director

enclosure
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McConnell, Linda

From: Linda (Brown) Hardy <Linda.Hardy@la.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2015 3:13 PM

To: McConnell, Linda

Cc: Yasoob Zia

Subject: DEQ SOV 150724/1050 Old Hammond Highway Environmental Assessment

~COR-029998-01~ [Copy]

July 28, 2015

Ms. Linda McConnell

GHD Services, Inc.

5551 Corporate Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70808
Linda.McConnell@GHD.com

RE: 150724/1050 Old Hammond Highway Environmental Assessment
H.007970 DOTD Funding
East Baton Rouge Parish

Dear Ms. McConnell:

The Assessment Division of the Office of Environmental Compliance has reviewed the information provided in your letter
of July 16, 2015, regarding the referenced project in East Baton Rouge Parish. Effective July 20, 2012, East Baton Rouge
Parish was designated by EPA as an ozone nonattainment parish under the 8-hour standard (77 FR 30088, May 21,
2012). Federal actions proposed for construction in a nonattainment area are subject to the State’s transportation
conformity regulations as promulgated under LAC 33://l.Chapter 14, Subchapter B.

If this project is deemed regionally significant it must be included in a conforming metropolitan transportation plan, i.e.,
included in a comprehensive regional emissions analysis which demonstrates conformity to the State Implementation Plan
for control of ozone.

Should you have any questions regarding state rules and regulations pertaining to transportation conformity, please
contact Yasoob Zia at (225) 219-2969. Thank you for affording us the opportunity to comment on this transportation
project.

Sincerely,

Yasoob Zia
Environmental Senior Scientist
Assessment Division

SOV 150724/1050

Dlnda WY, Hiirdy

Technical Assistant to the Deputy Secretary
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
Office of the Secretary

P.0. Box 4301

Baton Rouge, LA 70821-4301

Ph: (225) 219-3954

Fax: (225) 219-3971



Email: linda.hardy@la.gov

This e-mail has been scanned for viruses

This e-mail has been scanned for viruses




Bobby Jindal Kathy H. Kliebert
GOVERNOR SECRETARY

State of Louigiana

Department of Health and Hospitals

Office of Public Health
‘ REC D

July 29, 2015 AUG 03205

Ms. Linda McConnell BY.
GHD Services, Inc.

5551 Corporate Boulevard

Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Re: Solicitation of Views;
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426), Boulevard de Province to Millerville Road — (Phase 2)
City/Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0045
State Project Number H.007970; F.A.P. No. H007970;
Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana

This office is in receipt of a Solicitation of Views regarding the above referenced project(s).

Based upon the information received from your office we have no objection to the referenced project(s) at
this time. The applicant shall be aware of and comply with any and all applicable Louisiana State Sanitary
Code regulations (LAC 51, as applicable). Furthermore, should additional project data become available
to this office that in any way amend the information upon which this office’s response has been based, we
reserve the right of additional comments on the referenced project(s).

In the event of any future discovery of evidence of non-compliance with the Louisiana Administrative
Code Title 51 (Public Health-Sanitary Code) and the Title 48 (Public Health-General) regulations or any
.applicable public health laws or statutes which may have escaped our awareness during the course of this
cursory review, please be advised that this office’s preliminary determination on this Solicitation of View
of the project(s) shall not be construed as absolving the applicant of responsibility, if any, with respect to
compliance with the Louisiana Administrative Code Title 51 (Public Health-Sanitary Code) and the Title
48 (Public Health-General) regulations or any other applicable public health laws or statutes.

Sincerely,
/Lﬁ%é/%/

Yuanda Zhy, P.G., Ph.D.

Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals
Office of Public Health Engineering Services
Telephone: (225) 342-7432

Electronic mail: yuanda.zhu@la.gov

Bienville Building « P.O. Box 4489 = Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-4489
Phone #: 225/342-7499s Fax #: 225/342-7303 = WWW.DI LI LLA.GOV
“An Equal Opportunity Employer”
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JUL 20 2015

FISH & WLDL. SERY
LAFAYETTE, LA.

July 16, 2015 Reference No. 029998-01

Dear Interested Party:
Re: Solicitation of Views

Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) JUL 8 2015
Boulevard de Province to Millervilie Road — (Phase 2) !
City/Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0046

State Project No. H.007970 Y

F.A.P. No. H007970

Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish, Louislana

Forte & Tablada Inc. and GHD Services, Inc. (GHD) are conducting an environmental evaluation and
engineering study for the City of Baton Rouge to assess the construction of widening improvements to
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) from an existing 2-lane roadway to a 4-lane divided roadway.
During the planning stages of this Environmental Assessment, we are soliciting the views of those
federal, state, and local public agencies, groups, and individuals, or organizations which by special
expertise or interest, can assist Forte & Tablada and GHD in identifying possible impacts or concemns
in the project area.

We request your review of the attached information and would like for you to provide your views and
comments by August 17, 2015. Replies should be addressed to.

Ms Linda McConnell

GHD Services, Inc.

5551 Corporate Boulevard

Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Please reference State Project No. H.007870 in your reply. Your assistance is appreciated.
Sincerely,

GHD

bt Mol

Linda M. McConnell, PE
Linda.McConnell@GHD.com

LMM/cmp/1

Encl. Preliminary Project Description and Exhibit

GHD Services Inc. 16 $3600 COwPAYT IR
$551 Corporate Boulevard Su te 200 Baton Rouge Louis ana 70808 USA 1SO 8001
T2252929007 F2259522978 W www ghd com TNCIRLERINS BCATES



Boesy JINDAL

. - ROBERT J. BARHAM
GOVERNOR 51312 ﬂf 'iﬁnmstana SECRETARY
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES JiMMmy L. ANTHONY
OFFICE OF W LDLIFE ASSISTANT SECRETARY

Date July 31, 2015 RE
Name Linda M. McConnell AUG 0 5 2015
Company GHD Services Inc. %
Street Address 5551 Corporate Blvd., Suite 200

City, State, Zip Baton Rouge, LA 0808

Project State Project No. H.00 970
0Old Hammond Highway(LA 426)
Project ID 1692015

Invoice Number 15073113

Personnel of the Coastal & Nongame Resources Division have reviewed the preliminary data for the captioned project.
After careful review of our database, no impacts to rare threatened, or endangered species or critical habitats within
Louisiana's boundary are anticipated for the proposed project. No state or federal parks, wildlife refuges, scenic streams,
or wildlife management areas are known at the specified site within Louisiana’s boundaries.

The Louisiana Natural Heritage Program (LNHP) has compiled data on rare, endangered, or otherwise significant plant and
animal species, plant communities, and other natural features throughout the state of Louisiana. Heritage reports
summarize the existing information known at the time of the request regarding the location in question. The quantity and
quality of data collected by the LNHP are dependent on the research and observations of many individuals. In most cases,
this information is not the result of omprehensive or site-specific field surveys; many natural areas in Louisiana have not
been surveyed. This report does not address the occurrence of wetlands at the site in question. Heritage reports should not
be considered final statements on the biological elements or areas being considered, nor should they be substituted for on-
site surveys required for environmental assessments. LNHP requures that this office be acknowledged in all reports as the
source of all data provided here. If at any time Heritage tracked species are encountered within the project area, please

contact the LNHP Data Manager at 225-765-2643. If you have any questions, or need additional information, please call
225-765-2357.

Sincerely,

Co\a,&..

Amity Bass, Coordinator
Natural Heritage Program

P O, BOX ®8000 * BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70898-9000 * PHONE (225} 765-2800
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNNY EMPLOYER



Boaey JINDAL - - ROBERT J. BARHAM
GOVERNOR State of Ponisiana SECRETARY
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES JiMMY L. ANTHONY
OFFICE OF WILDLIFE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
INVOICE
TURN THIS COPY OF INVOICE WITH PAY ENT
Date July 31, 2015
Invoice Number 15073113
Project State Project No. H.007970
Old Hammond Highway(LA 426)
Name Linda M. McConnell
Company G  Services, c.
Street Address 5551 Corporate Blvd., Suite 200
City, State, Zip Baton Rouge, LA 70808
Number of Quads Reviewed 1
Total Due $30.00

Payment should be made to “Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries” within 30 days
of the date of this invoice. Please include the invoice number on your check and return a
copy of this invoice with your remittance to the following address:

Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries

Attn: Jennifer Riddle
P.O. Box 80399

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-0399

Should you have any questions regarding this invoice, for review of the Louisiana Natural
Heritage database for information on known sensitive elements at a charge of $30.00 per

quad reviewed, please contact L

at (225) 765-2357.

PO BOX 98000 * BATON ROUGE LOUSIANA 70898 9000 * PHONE (225) 765-2800

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



BosBY JINDAL

. - ROBERT J BARHAM

GOVERNOR State of ouisiana SECRETARY
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES JiMMY L. ANTHONY
OFFICE OF WILDLIFE ASSISTANT SECRETARY

RETA T S COPYFO YOUR RECORDS

ate July 31, 2015
Invoice Number 15073113
Project State Project No. H.007970

Old Hammond Highway(LA 426)

Name Linda M. McConnell
Company G  Services, Inc.
Street Address 5551 Corporate Blvd., Suite 200
City, State, Zip

Baton Rouge, LA 70808
Number of Quads Reviewed 1

Total Due $30.00

Payment should be made to “Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries” within 30 days
of the date of this invoice. Please include the invoice number on your check and return a
copy of this invoice with your remittance to the following address:

Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
Attn: Jennifer Riddle

P.O. Box 80399

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-0399

Should you have any questions regarding this invoice, for review of the Louisiana Natural
Heritage database for information on known sensitive elements at a charge of $30.00 per
quad reviewed, please contact L at (225) 765-2357.

P O 80X 98000 * BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70898 8000 * PHONE (225) 765-2800
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



yIcConneII, Linda

From: Mike Kline <Mike.Kline@LA.GOV>

Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2015 11:55 AM

To: McConnell, Linda

Subject: FW: SOV H.007970 ~COR-029998-01~ [Copy]
Attachments: SOV H.007970.pdf

Ms. McConnell: please let me know that you have received this SOV response.
Thanks,

Mike Kline
La. Office of Conservation
Geological Oil and Gas Division

From: Xerox5855 ENG@Ia.gov [mailto:Xerox5855 ENG@la.gov]
Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2015 11:56 AM

To: Mike Kline

Subject: SOV H.007970

Please open the attached document. It was scanned and sent to you using a Xerox Multifunction Device.
Attachment File Type: pdf, Multi-Page

Multifunction Device Location: machine location not set Device Name: Xerox5855_ENG

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

This email communication may contain confidential information which also may be legally privileged and is intended
only for the use of the intended recipients identified above. If you are not the intended recipient of this communication,
you are hereby notified that any unauthorized review, use, dissemination, distribution, downloading, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient and have received this communication in
error, please immediately notify us by reply email, delete the communication and destroy all copies.

COMPUTER SYSTEM USE/CONSENT NOTICE

This message was sent from a computer system which is the property of the State of Louisiana and the Department of
Natural Resources (DNRY}. It is for authorized business use only. Users (authorized or unauthorized) have no explicit or
implicit expectation of privacy. Any or all uses of this system and all files on this system may be intercepted, monitored,
recorded, copied, audited, inspected, and disclosed to Department of Natural Resources and law enforcement
personnel. By using this system the user consents to such interception, monitoring, recording, copying, auditing,
inspection, and disclosure at the discretion of DNR.

This e-mail has been scanned for viruses



This e-mail has been scanned for viruses




oBBY JINDAL State of Louigiana STEPHEN CHUSTZ
J SECRETARY
GOVIRNOR DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES James H. WELSH
OFFICE OF CONSERVATION COMMISSIONER OF CONSERVATION

August §, 2015

TO: Ms. Linda McConnell, P.E.
GHD Services, Inc.
5551 Corporate Blvd.
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808

RE: Solicitation of Views
State Project No. H.007970
City-Parish Project Number: 12-CS-HC-0045
Project Name: Old Hammond Hwy (LA 426)
East Baton Rouge Parish

Dear Ms. McConnell:

In response to your letter dated July 16, 2015, concerning the referenced matter,
please be advised that the Office of Conservation collects and maintains many types of
information regarding oil and gas exploration, production, distribution, and other data
relative to the petroleum industry as well as related and non-related injection well
information, surface mining and ground water information and other natural resource
related data. Most information concerning oil, gas and injection wells for any given area of
the state, including the subject area of your letter can be obtained through records search
via the SONRIS data access application available at:

http: www.dnr.louisiana.gov

A review of our computer records for the referenced project area indicates that there
are no oil, gas or injection wells located in the project area. The DNR water well database
indicates that there are registered water wells 1n the vicinity of the project area. Also, 1t is
possible that unregistered water wells may be located in the area

Post Office Box 94275 « Baton Rouge, Louistana 70804-9275 ¢ 617 North 3rd Strect o 9th Floor « Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802
Phone (225) 342-5540 « Fax (225) 342-2584 » www.dnr.state.la.us/conservation

An Fanal Onnarennity Fmnlaver



SPN H.007970 Page Two

The Office of Conservation maintains records of all activities within its jurisdiction
in paper, microfilm or electronic format. These records may be accessed during normal
business hours, Monday through Friday, except on State holidays or emergencies that
require the Office to be closed. Please call 225-342-5540 for specific contact information
or for directions to the Office of Conservation, located in the LaSalle Building, 617 North
Third Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. For pipelines and other underground hazards, please
contact Louisiana One Call at 1-800-272-3020 prior to commencing operations. Should
you need to direct your inquiry to any of our Divisions, you may use the following contact
information:

Division Contact Phone No. E-mail Address
Engineering Jeff Wells 225-342-5638 jeff.wells@la.gov
Pipeline Steven Giambrone 225-342-2989 steven.giambrone@la.gov
Injection & Mining Brad Bourgoyne  225-342-4286 brad.bourgoyne@la.gov
Geological Mike Kline 225-342-3335 mike.kline@la.gov
Environmental Gary Snellgrove  225-342-7222 gary.snellgrove@la.gov

If you have difficulty in accessing the data via the referenced website because of
computer related issues, you may obtain assistance from our technical support section by
selecting Help on the SONRIS tool bar and submitting an email describing your problems
and including a telephone number where you may be reached.

Sincerely,

oy

/  James H. Welsh
/gﬂ Commissioner of Conservation

JHW:MSK



McConnell, Linda

From: McConnell, Linda

Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2015 11:56 AM
To: ‘Mike Kline'

Subject: RE: SOV H.007970

Received. Thanks,
Linda McConnell

Linda M McConnell, PE

GHD
T: +1 225292 9007 | D: +1 225 296 6548 | M: +1 225 773 6478 | E: linda.mcconnell@ghd.com
5551 Corporate Boulevard Suite 200 Baton Rouge Louisiana 70808 USA | www.ghd.com

WATER | ENERGY & RESOURCES | ENVIRONMENT | PROPERTY & BUILDINGS | TRANSPORTATION

Please consider our environment before printing this email

From: Mike Kline [mailto:Mike.Kline@LA.GOV]
Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2015 11:55 AM

To: McConnell, Linda

Subject: FW: SOV H.007970

Ms. McConnell: please let me know that you have received this SOV response.
Thanks,
Mike Kline

La. Office of Conservation
Geological Oil and Gas Division

From: Xerox5855_ENG@Ia.gov [mailto:Xerox5855_ENG@la.gov]
Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2015 11:56 AM

To: Mike Kline

Subject: SOV H.007970

Please open the attached document. It was scanned and sent to you using a Xerox Multifunction Device.

Attachment File Type: pdf, Multi-Page

Multifunction Device Location: machine location not set Device Name: Xerox5855_ENG




CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

This email communication may contain confidential information which also may be legally privileged and is intended
only for the use of the intended recipients identified above. If you are not the intended recipient of this communication,
you are hereby notified that any unauthorized review, use, dissemination, distribution, downloading, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient and have received this communication in
error, please immediately notify us by reply email, delete the communication and destroy all copies.

COMPUTER SYSTEM USE/CONSENT NOTICE

This message was sent from a computer system which is the property of the State of Louisiana and the Department of
Natural Resources (DNR). It is for authorized business use only. Users (authorized or unauthorized) have no explicit or
implicit expectation of privacy. Any or all uses of this system and all files on this system may be intercepted, monitored,
recorded, copied, audited, inspected, and disclosed to Department of Natural Resources and law enforcement
personnel. By using this system the user consents to such interception, monitoring, recording, copying, auditing,
inspection, and disclosure at the discretion of DNR.

This e-mail has been scanned for viruses

This e-mail has been scanned for viruses



Agrleultural &

Environmental

Sciences

P.O. Box 3596
Baton Rouge,
LA 70821
(225) 925-3770
Fax: 925-3760

Agro-Consumer

Services

P.Q. Box 3098
Baton Rouge,
LA 70821
(225) 922-1341
Fax: 923-4877

Animai Heaith
& Food Safety
P.O. Box 1851
Baton Rouge,
LA 70821
(225) 925-3962
Fax: 925-4103

Forestry

P.O. Box 1628
Baton Rouge,
LA 70821
(225) 925-4500
Fax: 922-1356

Management
& Finance
P.O. Box 3481
Baton Rouge,
LA 70821
{225) 822-1255
Fax. 925-6012

Soll & Water
Conservation
P.O. Box 3554
Baton Rouge,
LA 70821
{225) 922-1269
Fax. 922-2577

LoUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE & FORESTRY

MIKE STRAIN DVM
COMMISSIONER

AUG 17 2015
August 7, 2015 BY:jé/?)m

Ms. Linda McConnell
GHD Services, Inc.

5551 Corporate Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

RE: Solicitation of Views

STATE PROJECT NO.: H.007870

FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO.: H007970

NAME: OLD HAMMOND HIGHWAY (LA 426)

BOULEVARD DE PROVINCE TO MILLERVILLE RD. - (PHASE 2)
PARISH: EAST BATON ROUGE

Dear Ms. McConnell,

| have no comment at this time regarding the above referenced project.

Sincerely,

% &@7“
Bradley E. Spicer
Assistant Commissioner

BES:kh

Post Office Box 631, 5825 Florida Bivd., Baton Rouge, Louislana 70821-0631 Telephone: {225) 822-1234 Fax: {225) 922-1253 www.ldaf.la.gov




L CE DEPARTME

Ny
Lt. James Vernon Pt
Traffic Bureau

Traffic Commander

7261 Florida Bivd

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806 REC VE

Phone: 225-389-3874 AUG 14 2015

Email: jvernon@brgov.com

Date: August 10, 2015

To: Ms. Linda McConnell

From: Sgt. David Wallace

Subject: Old Hammond (LA 426) Project # H.007970

Hi Ms. McConnell,

Y:/”

| have received your notification of roadwork to Old Hammond Hwy (LA 426). We do not
foresee any issues, and thank you for the notification. If you need any assistance form us,

Please let me know.

Thank you,

J‘/W//d & "*‘(“7/4/6'77_
Sgt. David Wallace

Baton Rouge Police Department.
Assistance Traffic Commander
(225)389-3874
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July 16, 2015 Reference No. 029998-01

Dear Interested Party:

Re: Solicitation of Views
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426)
Boulevard de Province to Millerville Road — (Phase 2)
City/Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0045
State Project No. H.007970
F.A.P. No. H007970
Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish, Loulsiana

Forte & Tablada Inc. and GHD Services, Inc. (GHD) are conducting an environmental evaluation and
engineering study for the City of Baton Rouge to assess the construction of widening improvements to
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) from an existing 2-lane roadway to a 4-lane divided roadway.

During the planning stages of this Environmental Assessment, we are soliciting the views of those
federal, state, and local public agencies, groups, and individuals, or organizations which by special
expertise or interest, can assist Forte & Tablada and GHD in identifying possible impacts or concerns
in the project area.

We request your review of the attached information and would like for you to provide your views and
comments by August 17, 2015. Replies should be addressed to:

Ms. Linda McConnell

GHD Services, Inc.

5551 Corporate Boulevard

Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Please reference State Project No. H.007970 in your reply. Your assistance is appreciated.
Sincerely,

GHD

ridbe M Alril

Linda M. McConnell, PE
Linda.McConnell@GHD.com

LMM/emp/1

Encl. Preliminary Project Description and Exhibit

GHD Services inc. ALICTELLE SENPANT 108

5551 Corporate Boulevard Suite 200 Baton Rouge Louisiana 70808 USA 1SO 9001
T2252029007 F 2259522978 W www.ghd.com ENGIRCERING PEIGA



Environmental Assessment — Solicitation of Views
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) Segment 1, Phase 2,
Boulevard de Province to Millerville Road

City/Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0045

State Project No. H.007970

F.A.P. No. H0O07970

Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana

PRELIMINARY PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Project History

In 1997-1998 the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD)
performed an Environmental Assessment (EA) for Old Hammond Highway from Airline Highway
to Millerville Road (S. P. No. 700-17-0110 & 817-09-0028). The 1998 EA divided the project into
two phases. The first phase was Airline Highway to Boulevard De Province and the second phase
was Boulevard De Province to Millerville Road. In June of 1998 the Federal Highway
Administration issued a Finding of No Significant Impact for the entire corridor. DOTD
constructed the first phase from Airline Highway to Boulevard De Province and the second phase
was not completed due to funding. This section of Old Hammond Highway is surrounded by
recently improved roadways with Old Hammond from Airline Highway to Boulevard De Province
on the west and Millerville Road and the intersection of Millérville and Old Hammond Highway
to the east. These improvements provided for additional capacity. The City of Baton Rouge/East
Baton Rouge Parish and DOTD have determined a needto increase capacity along LA 426
between Boulevard De Province and Millerville Road (phase 2). Due to the date of the FONSI and
current revisions to DOTD Engineering and Design Standards, this document will be a supplement
to the previous 1998 EA.

Preliminary Purpose and Need

in the East Baton Rouge Parish (EBR) “Major Street Plan Inventory,” this study section of Old

_ Hammond Highway is classified as anarterial road indicating that the road isa major thoroughfare

in the parish. The current average daily traffic count on Old Hammond Highway east of Airline

Highway is noted as 15,800 in the East Baton Rouge Parish Horizon Plan. Estimated traffic along the

corridor in this location is expected to increase by approximately 52% to 24,150 during the 20
year planning period.

The Capital Region Planning Commission, which is the Metropolitan Planning Organization
for the region encompassing the proposed project, has indicated that there are no travel demand
management schemes that would eliminate the need for additional capacity as proposed for.the
0ld Hammond corridor under study. While carpooling, vanpooling, traffic signal synchronization,
and other congestion management alternatives may help in reducing congestion, the
management techniques would not improve the current condition in measurable quantities.

July 2015 1



Environmental Assessment — Solicitation of Views
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) Segment 1, Phase 2,
Boulevard de Province to Millerville Road

City/Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0045

State Project No. H.007970

F.A.P. No. HO07970

Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LDOTD) has
indicated that a Level of Service (LOS) of ‘F' exists along this section of Old Hammond Highway. This
'F’ rating equates to a volume to capacity (v/c) ratio greater than or equal to 1.0, which is
generally characterized by forced or breakdown flow, low operating speeds, congestion, and
extensive queuing at intersections. Traffic conditions worsen as vehicles arrive at a rate greater
than the rate at which they are discharged. The v/c ratio is 1.9 for the subject Old Hammond
Highway section. Examples of some of the current traffic conditions along the corridor include
high traffic volume, extended traffic peaks, frequent stops, accidents, and difficulty exiting cross
streets onto Old Hammond Highway.

The target LOS for the proposed segment is ‘C’. Oncethe project is completed disruptions to traffic flow
should be noticeably reduced, congestion should be minimized, the accident rate will likely decline, and
queuing should be lessened substantially. :

The Major Street Plan for East Baton Rouge Parish calls for widening OldHammond Highway from Airline
Highway to Florida Boulevard. The proposed project is being designed and is proposed to be
constructed in partial fulfillment of that objective. It is noteworthy that because this proposed project
involves state funding, its widening is not considered a priority in the Horizon Plan which only prioritizes
City-Parish Capital Improvément projects. However, in the “Staged Improvement Prograh'l" portion of the
Baton Rouge Metropolitan Area Transportation Plan Update" of 1992 whichis based primarily ontraffic
needs, the widening of Old Hammond Highway from Airline Highway to Sherwood Forest Boulevard
was given a ‘Stage I’ priority signifying immediate implementation Sherwood Forest Boulevard to
Millerville Road was given a ‘Stage |I’ priority to be 'undertaken immediately after the Airline
Highway to Sherwood Forest Boulevard section is completed. The design and approach as presented
herein follows that recommendation.

In summary, current traffic exceeds the present design capacity of Old Hammond
Highway along the study corridor. In addition, traffic is expected to increase by 50% within the
planning period to 2015. These plans to widen Old Hammond Highway are consistent with the
various transportation plans for the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Area, and the widening is

included in the Major Street Plan for EBR which was adopted as part of the Horizon:Plan.

' Therefore, the logical termini is still defined from Airline Highway (N30°25’, W91°05’) to
Millerville Road (N30°27°, W91°01’). This proposed project calls for upgrading Old Hammond
Highway (LA 426) between Boulevard De Province and Millerville Road in East Baton Rouge Parish
which is approximately 150 feet west of Boulevard De Province to 800 feet west of the
intersection of Old Hammond Highway and Millerville Road. These termini are the beginning and
ending points of the proposed construction and study area. This project will also include
additional studies of intersections along Old Hammond Highway, including the major intersection
of Old Hammond Highway and South Flannery Road and bridge improvements.

July 2015 2



Environmental Assessment — Solicitation of Views
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) Segment 1, Phase 2,
Boulevard de Province to Millerville Road

City/Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0045

State Project No. H.007970

F.A.P. No. H007970

Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana

Alternatives Currently Being Considered

When the 1998 Environmental Assessment was completed, the preferred alternative was
Alternative A which was a five lane section following the existing centerline of Old Hammond
Highway. Since that date, the use of a five lane roadways are not recommended by DOTD, as
this is a DOTD policy. Several alternatives will be considered during the environmental study.
The environmental analysis will include a four lane divided highway with a 30 foot median and
designated turn lanes, a four lane divided highway with a 16’ median and designated turn lanes,
and an alternative that would implement a roundabout at the intersection of Old Hammond
Highway and South Flannery Road in lieu of a signalized intersection.

The Supplement to the Environmental Assessment is currently underway. FHWA is the
lead Federal Agency for the Environmental Assessment. As with all NEPA Environmental
Assessments, the no-build alternative is being considered. The no-build alternative would not
have any impacts to right of way, structures or utilities, but the mcreased traffic demand would
impact the public if additional travel lanes are not provided.

Each of the build alternatives being considered will be designed to DOTD criteria for urban
arterials using a 45 mph desngn speed. The attached exhibit indicates the beginning and ending
points of the proposed Old Hammond Highway (phase 2) construction. In addition to the
widening of Old Hammond Highway, intersection improvements, median openings, turn lanes,
pedestrian and bicyclist accommodations will be considered. When studying the alternatives,
consideration will be given, but not limited to, land use, improvements on properties along Old
Hammond Highway, utilities, safety, previous studies, public input and traffic and environmental
analyses. The additional widening may include the relocation of businesses and/or homes. The
environmental analyses include: wetlands, threatened and endangered species, water resources,
cultural resources and noise/air impact studies to name a few. It is anticipated that one public
meeting and one public hearing will be held to obtain public input about the aiternatives being
considered. The supplement to the Environmental Assessment approved for public distribution
will have a preferred alternative for widening Old Hammond Highway between Boulevard De
Province to just west of Millerville Road.

July 2015 3
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McConnell, Linda

From: White, Sen. (District Office) <whitem®legis.la.gov>
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 11:45 AM

To: McConnell, Linda

Subject: solicitations of views- state project no. H.007970

Re: Old Hammond Highway
Boulevard De Province to Millerville
East Baton Rouge Parish, LA

This location of highway is near my distict office on 808 O'Neal Lane, Baton Rouge, LA 70816. I frequently use this
stretch and am supportive of this project that will improve traffic flow.

Mack "Bodi" White
State Senator, District 6

This e-mail has been scanned for viruses

This e-mail has been scanned for viruses



ylcConneII, Linda

From: McConnell, Linda

Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 11:53 AM

To: 'White, Sen. (District Office)'

Subject: RE: solicitations of views- state project no. H.007970

Senator White:
Thank you for your response. It will be included in the Environmental Assessment for the project.

Linda McConnell

Linda M McConnell, PE

GHD
T: +1 225292 9007 | D: +1 225 296 6548 | M: +1 225 773 6478 | E: linda.mcconnell@ghd.com
5551 Corporate Boulevard Suite 200 Baton Rouge Louisiana 70808 USA | www,.ghd.com

WATER | ENERGY & RESOURCES | ENVIRONMENT | PROPERTY & BUILDINGS | TRANSPORTATION

Please consider our environment before printing this email

From: White, Sen. (District Office) [mailto:whitem@legis.la.gov]
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 11:45 AM

To: McConnell, Linda

Subject: solicitations of views- state project no. H.007970

Re: Old Hammond Highway
Boulevard De Province to Millerville
East Baton Rouge Parish, LA

This location of highway is near my distict office on 808 O'Neal Lane, Baton Rouge, LA 70816. I frequently use this
stretch and am supportive of this project that will improve traffic flow.

Mack "Bodi" White
State Senator, District 6

This e-mail has been scanned for viruses

This e-mail has been scanned for viruses
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August 17, 2015

Ms. Linda M. McConnell, P.E.

GHD Services Inc. REC
5551 Corporate Boulevard
Suite 200 AUG 0205
Baton R , LA 70808
aton Rouge BY. Xm Y4l

Dear Ms. McConnell:

We have received your July 16, 2015, letter requesting our evaluation of the potential
environmental impacts that might result from the following project:

Upgrading Old Hammond Hwy (LA 426)

Hwy 426 between Boulevard De Province
and Millerville Road

SP No: H.007970 & FAP No: H007970

East Baton Rouge Parish

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

The project, proposed for financial assistance through the Louisiana Department of
Transportation and Development funds, is located on the Southern Hills aquifer system which
has been designated a sole source aquifer (SSA) by the EPA. Based on the information provided
for the project, we have determined that the project, as proposed, should not have an adverse
effect on the quality of the ground water underlying the project site.

This approval of the proposed project does not relieve the applicant from adhering to other State
and Federal requirements, which may apply. This approval is based solely upon the potential
impact to the quality of ground water as it relates to the EPA’s authority pursuant to Section
1424(e) of the Safe Drinking Water Act.

If you did not include a project description, project location, the parish and the federal funding
agency if available, please do so in future Sole Source Aquifer correspondence.

If you have any questions on this letter or the sole source aquifer program please contact me at
(214) 665-8485.

lyyo ,

artinez, Coordinator
Sole Source Aquifer Program
Ground Water/UIC Section

cc: Jesse Means, LDEQ

Internet Address (URL) @ hitp .epa.gov/region6
Recycled/Recyclable ® Printed with Vegetable Oil Based inks on 100 Postconsumer Process Chiorine Free Recycled Paper



McConnell, Linda

From: Robin Daigle <rdaigle@crt.la.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2015 1:09 PM

To: McConnel, Linda

Subject: Emailing: OLD HAMMOND HWY (BOULEVARD DE PROVINCE TO MILLERVILLE)
Attachments: OLD HAMMOND HWY (BOULEVARD DE PROVINCE TO MILLERVILLE).pdf
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

<<OLD HAMMOND HWY (BOULEVARD DE PROVINCE TO MILLERVILLE).pdf>> Robin Daigle Office of Cultural
Development Department of Culture, Recreation, & Tourism P.O. Box 44247 Baton Rouge, LA 70804

(225) 342-6931

Section 106 submissions: Section106@crt.la.gov

Your message is ready to be sent with the following file or link
attachments:

OLD HAMMOND HWY (BOULEVARD DE PROVINCE TO MILLERVILLE)

Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain types of file
attachments. Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are handled.

This e-mail has been scanned for viruses

This e-mail has been scanned for viruses



July 16, 2015 Reference No. 029998 01

Dear Interested Party:

Re: Solicitation of Views
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426)
Boulevard de Province to Millerville Road — (Phase 2)
City/Parish Project No. 12-CS-HC-0045
State Project No. H.007970
F.A.P. No. H007970
Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish, Loulsiana

Forte & Tablada inc. and GHD Services, Inc. (GHD) are conducting an environmental evaluation and
engineering study for the City of Baton Rouge to assess the construction of widening improvements to
Old Hammond Highway (LA 426) from an existing 2-lane roadway to a 4-lane divided roadway

During the planning stages of this Environmental Assessment, we are soliciting the views of those
federal, state, and local public agencies, groups and individuals or organizations which by special
expertise or interest, can assist Forte & Tablada and GHD in identifying possible impacts or concerns
in the project area.

We request your review of the attached information and would like for you to provide your views and
comments by August 17, 2015. Replies should be addressed to:

Ms. Linda McConnell
GHD Services, Inc.

5551 Corporate Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Please reference State Project No. H.007970 in your reply. Your assistance is appreciated

Sincerely,
GHD
No known historic propetties will be affected by
this undertaking. 'L his effect determination could
%M change should new information come to our
' attention.
Linda M. McConnell, PE W 2&9 21-15
Linda.McConnell GHD.com Phil Boggan Date
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
LMM/cmp/1

Enel.  Preliminary Project Description and Exhibit

GHD Services inc. RIU ATIEIS EaMOANL P

5551 Corporate Boulevard Suite 200 Baton Rouge Louisiana 70808 USA 1SO 9001
T2252929007 F 2259522978 W www.ghd com FRENIEE 46 013 68



McConnell, Linda

From: McConnell, Linda

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2015 1:16 PM

To: '‘Robin Daigle’

Subject: RE: Emailing: OLD HAMMOND HWY (BOULEVARD DE PROVINCE TO MILLERVILLE)

Thank you for your response.

Linda M McConnell, PE

GHD
T: +1 225292 9007 | D: +1 225 296 6548 | M: +1 225 773 6478 | E: linda.mcconneli@ghd,com
5551 Corporate Boulevard Suite 200 Baton Rouge Louisiana 70808 USA | www.ghd.com

WATER | ENERGY & RESOURCES | ENVIRONMENT | PROPERTY & BUILDINGS | TRANSPORTATION

Please consider our environment before printing this email

From: Robin Daigle [mailto:rdaigle@crt.la.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2015 1:09 PM

To: McConnell, Linda

Subject: Emailing: OLD HAMMOND HWY (BOULEVARD DE PROVINCE TO MILLERVILLE)

<<OLD HAMMOND HWY (BOULEVARD DE PROVINCE TO MILLERVILLE).pdf>> Robin Daigle Office of Cultural
Development Department of Culture, Recreation, & Tourism P.O. Box 44247 Baton Rouge, LA 70804

(225) 342-6931

Section 106 submissions: Section106@crt.la.gov

Your message is ready to be sent with the following file or link
attachments:

OLD HAMMOND HWY (BOULEVARD DE PROVINCE TO MILLERVILLE)

Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain types of file
attachments. Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are handled.

This e-mail has been scanned for viruses




This e-mail has been scanned for viruses




lABA A-CO § AT OFT A

571 State Park Road 56 Livingston, Texas 77351 (936) 563-1100

RE ..i
Au st27,2015 EP 2015

Ms. Linda McConnell X/p
GHD Services, Inc.

5551 Corporate Boulevard

Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Dear Ms. McConnell:

On behalf of Mikko Colabe III Clem Sylestine and the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe, our
appreciation is expressed on your efforts to consult us regarding the Old Hammond
Road proposal in East Baton Rouge Parish.

Our Tribe maintains ancestral associations throughout the state of Louisiana despite
the absence of written records to completely identify Tribal activities, villages, trails, or
burial sites. However, it is our objective to ensure significances of American Indian
ancestry, especially of Alabama-Coushatta origin, are administered with the utmost
considerations.

Upon review of your July 16, 2015 submission, no known impacts to cultural assets of
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas are anticipated in conjunction with this
proposal. In the event of the inadvertent discovery of archaeological artifacts or human
remains, activity in proximity to the location must cease and appropriate authorities,
including this office, notified without delay for additional consultations.

Should you require further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

j 52,74.-/—
ryant J. Celestine

Historic Preservation Officer

Office (936) 563 - 1181 Fax (936) 563 - 1183



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT

P. O. BOX 80267
NEW ORLEANS LA 70160-02687
EIVE
SEP 09 2015 REC
REPLY TO SEP 11 2015

ATTENTION OF

A

Operations Division
Operations Manager,
Completed Works

Ms. Linda McConnell

GHD Services, Inc.

5551 Corporate Boulevard
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808

Dear Ms. McConnell:

This is in response to your Solicitation of Views request dated July 16, 2015, on
behalf of the City of Baton Rouge and Louisiana Department of Transportation and
Development, concerning the widening of Old Hammond Highway (LA 4268) Phase 2
from Airline Highway to Millerville Road, at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in East Baton
Rouge Parish (State Project No. H.007970).

We have reviewed your request for potential Department of the Army regulatory
requirements and impacts on any Department of the Army projects.

We do not anticipate any adverse impacts to any Corps of Engineers projects.

information and signatures obtained from recent maps, aerial photography,
information provided with your request, and local soil surveys concerning this site are
indicative of the occurrence of waters of the United States, including wetlands.
Department of the Army (DA) permits are required prior to the deposition or
redistribution of dredged or fill material into jurisdictional wetlands or waters. If an
approved delineation is needed, please furnish us with the detailed field data
concerning vegetation, soils, and hydrology that we require for all jurisdictional
decisions. The fact that a field wetland delineation/determination has not been
completed does not alleviate your responsibility to obtain the proper DA permits prior to
working in jurisdictional wetlands or waters occurring on this property.

Off-site locations of activities such as borrow, disposals, haul-and detour-roads and
work mobilization site developments may be subject to Department of the Army
regulatory requirements and may have an impact on a Department of the Army project.



You should apply for said permit well in advance of the work to be performed. The
application should include sufficiently detailed maps, drawings, photographs, and
descriptive text for accurate evaluation of the proposal.

Please contact Mr. Robert Heffner, of our Regulatory Branch by telephone at (504)
862-1288, or by e-mail at Robert.A.Heffner@usace.army.mil for questions concerning
wetlands determinations or need for on-site evaluations. Questions concerning
regulatory permit requirements may be addressed to Mr. John Herman by telephone at
(504) 862-1581 or by email at John.M.Herman@usace.army.mil.

Future correspondence concerning this matter should reference our account
number MVN-2015-01755-MS. This will allow us to more easily locate records of
previous correspondence, and thus provide a quicker response.

We apologize for missing the target date of August 17, 2015, listed in your request.
Thank you for your patience in this matter.

Sincerely,

hun ¢, Clpmst

Karen L. Clement
Solicitation of Views Manager



APPENDIX F

Agency Coordination

Commercial Real Estate Appraisers and Consultunty

FORTE m uuuuuuu (QJq 2 The Lakvold Group, LLC
TABLADA et U~ i
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APPENDIX G

Wetlands

URSBAMSYSTONES ine.

FORTE 'GHD) & 288 The Lakvold Group, LLC
T A B L A D A ﬁ ‘,‘ Commercial Real Estate ppraisers and Consultunts
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APPENDIX H

Noise Study

FORTE 'GHD, R 2 The Lakvold Group, LLC
T A B L A D A H "‘ Commercial Real Estate Appraisers and Consiltants
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. . RICHARD H. HARTLEY
BILLY NUNGESSER gtatk‘ Uf iﬁnl"ﬁlﬂua DEPUTY SECRETARY

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, RECREATION & TOURISM
OFFICE OF CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

KRISTIN P. SANDERS
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

April 26, 2018

Noel Ardoin

Environmental Engineer Administrator

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development
Environmental Section

PO Box 94245

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Re: Draft Review of the Cultural Resources Survey of 1.36 Mile Segment of the Old Hammond Highway
(LA 426) Widening Project in East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana
State Project No.: H0O07970
Old Hammond Hwy Widening
Boulevard De Province to Millerville Rd. LA 426
East Baton Rouge Parish

Ms. Ardoin:

We have completed our review of the draft report Cultural Resources Survey of 1.36 Mile Segment of the Old
Hammond Highway (LA 426) Widening Project in East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana. The Phase 1 Cultural
Resources Survey identified 17 structures more than 50 years old (17-01776 to 17-01778, and 17-01782 to 17-
01795). We concur with your determination that none of these structures are eligible for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places. Our office also concurs that no archaeological historic properties will be impacted by
this project, and that the project as proposed would have no effect on historic properties.

We look forward to receiving one bound copy (printed double sided), one pdf of the final report and any available
shapefiles. If you have questions, please contact Andrea McCarthy at 225-342-8164 or by email at
amccarthy@crt.la.gov.

Sincerely,

Kristin Sanders
State Historic Preservation Officer

P.O. Box 44247 « BATON ROUGE, LouISIANA 70804-4247
PHONE (225) 342-8200 * FAX (225) 2199772 * WWW.CRT.LA.GOV


mailto:amccarthy@crt.la.gov

